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ONE OF THE PSYCHOLOGICAL TOOLS THAT WE WHITE PEOPLE USE TO PROTECT OURSELVES FROM SEEING

THE IMPACT OF WHITE PRIVILEGE IS TO KEEP THE PIECES OF OUR UNDERSTANDING ABOUT RACE

COMPARTMENTALIZED

AT WORKSHOP WAS CONDUCTING WHITE MAN SAID HE WAS GLAD HE WAS WHITE AND MALE

AND THAT HE WOULDNT CHOOSE TO BE ANYTHING ELSE IN THE NEXT MOMENT HE ASKED WHYWE

WERE EVEN TALKING ABOUT RACE IT WAS NOT IMPORTANTHE WAS SIMPLY HUMAN BEING HE

GRASPED WHAT IT MEANT TO BE WHITE AND PRIVILEGED AND THAT INSIGHT WAS STORED IN ONE

FILE IN COMPLETELY DIFFERENT FILE WAS THE INSISTENCE THAT RACE ISNT IMPORTANT TO ANYONE

AND THAT THERE IS NO REASON TO DISCUSS IT

WHAT TRICKS MUST WE PLAY ON OURSELVES TO HOLD TWO SUCH CONTRADICTORY PIECES OF

INFORMATION AT ONE TIME WHAT CAN WE DO TO MAKE THE CONNECTIONS THAT ARE ESSENTIAL TO THE

UNDERSTANDING AND THEREFORE TO THE DISMANTLING OF SYSTEMIC RACISM

IN HIS BOOK THE RACIAL CONTRACT CHARLES MILLS STATES THAT WHITE MISUNDERSTANDING

MISREPRESENTATION EVASION AND SELFDECEPTION ON MATTERS RELATED TO RACE ARE AMONG THE MOST

PERVASIVE MENTAL PHENOMENAOF THE PAST FEW HUNDRED YEARS COGNITIVE AND MORAL ECONOMY

PSYCHICALLY REQUIRED FOR CONQUEST COLONIZATION AND ENSLAVEMENT AND THESE PHENOMENA ARE IN

NO WAY ACCIDENTAL BUT PRESCRIBED BY THE TERMS OF THE RACIAL CONTRACT WHICH REQUIRES CERTAIN

SCHEDULE OF STRUCTURED BLINDNESSES AND OPACITIES IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN WHITE

POLITY 19 RANDOM HOUSE DICTIONARY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE SECOND EDITION UNABRIDGED
DEFINES OPACITY AS THE STATE OR QUALITY OF BEING OPAQUE OBSCURITY OF MEANING AND MENTAL

DULLNESS

IT IS MAY 2002 FEEL AS IF MENTAL DULLNESS HAS BECOME MORE PERVASIVE IN THE FOUR YEARS

SINCE CREATED THE FOLLOWING LIST MANY WELLMEANING WHITE PEOPLE ARE SUFFERING CIVIL RIGHTS

BURNOUT HAVING BEEN DELUDED INTO BELIEVING THAT RACISM ENDED IN THE 60S OUR NATIONAL

LEADERSHIP IS GUIDING US AWAY FROM TALKING ABOUT THE RACIAL DIVISIONS IN THIS COUNTRY AND ACTING

AS IF THESE PROBLEMS HAVE BEEN FIXED

ITS NOT THAT NOTHING IS HAPPENING MANY THINGS ARE BOTH NEGATIVE AND POSITIVE FROM MY
PERSPECTIVE ON THE NEGATIVE SIDE PROFILING OF BLACKS AND LATINOS STILL OCCURS DAILY THERE IS

ENORMOUS RACIAL DISPARITY IN MEDICAL CARE POVERTY CONTINUES TO BE RACIALIZED AS DOES WEALTH

THE PRISON INDUSTRY IS GROWING LARGER AND WEALTHIER AS DISPROPORTIONATELY BLACK AND BROWN

MEN AND NOWWOMENLIVE THEIR LIVES IN CELLS UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA REGENT WARD CONNERLY IS

ATTEMPTING TO REMOVE ANY MENTION OF RACE FROM COLLEGE APPLICATIONS AND ON THE POSITIVE THE

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE SIXTH CIRCUIT HAS RULED IN FAVOR OF THE UNIVERSITY OF

MICHIGAN LAW SCHOOLS PRACTICE OF BUILDING DIVERSE LAW SCHOOL CLASSES NAMES OF ENSLAVED

PEOPLE HAVE BEEN RELEASED ENABLING AFRICAN AMERICANS MORE EASILY TO TRACE THEIR ANCESTRY



MORE AND MORE IS BEING UNCOVERED ABOUT CORPORATIONS WHOSE WEALTH IS BASED AT LEAST IN PART
ON PROFITS FROM SLAVERY

BUT OUR FOCUS IS BEING DIVERTED FOREIGNERS PARTICULARLY ARABS AND MUSLIMS ARE NOW

PRESENTED AS THE DANGEROUS PEOPLE TO WATCH OUT FOR WE ARE CONSTANTLY FED DIET OF FEAR

THEYTHE TERRORISTSWILL GET US THATS WHATS IMPORTANTNOT THE LEGISLATION THAT IS PASSED
THE DECISIONS THAT ARE MADE AND THE PEOPLE WHOARE PLACED IN POWERFUL POSITIONS

SO WHAT DO WE DO IN THIS TIME THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IS TO REMAIN VIGILANT IN THE

WORK TO ELIMINATE RACISM AND TO LOOK FOR PATTERNS IN LEGISLATION AND IN DECISIONS THAT MOVE US

BACKWARD INSTEAD OF FORWARDWE MUST CONSTANTLY ADD TO OUR KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF

WHY IT IS IN OUR PERSONAL AND COLLECTIVE BEST INTERESTS TO IDENTIFY OUR BLINDNESSES AND WORK TO

ERADICATE WHAT IS AT THEIR ROOT

THE FIRST TASK IS TO BEGIN TO NAME OUR BLINDNESSES AND OPACITIES THE SECOND IS TO TAKE
EACH OF THE BLINDNESSES APART AND BUILD NEWWAYS OF SEEING THINKING AND ACTING

WESEE OURSELVES AS INDIVIDUALS NOT AS MEMBERS OF RACIAL GROUP WE OFTEN DONT HAVE
ANY SENSE THAT ALMOST EVERYONE ELSE DOES SEE US AS PART OF RACIAL GROUP

IN GENERAL WE HAVE VERY LITTLE CONCEPT OF SOCIAL STRUCTURES AS SEPARATE FROM
INDIVIDUALS SO IT IS HARD TO SEE OURSELVES BOTH AS INDIVIDUALS AND AS MEMBERS OF
SOCIETAL GROUP AT THE SAME TIME BEING IDENTIFIED AS WHITE IS BOTH VERY PERSONAL AND NOT
PERSONAL AT ALLPERSONAL BECAUSE WHITE SKIN IS PART OF MY INDIVIDUAL IDENTITY NOT TERRIBLY
PERSONAL BECAUSE AM ONE OF MILLIONS AND MILLIONS OF WHITE PEOPLE IN THE WORLD

WE PRIDE OURSELVES ON OUR RUGGED INDIVIDUALISM WHICH MAKES IT HARDER TO THINK WE HAVE
ANYTHING IN COMMONWITH OTHER WHITE PEOPLE SIMPLY BECAUSE OF SKIN COLOR BEING
MEMBER OF GROUP MAKES US LESS SPECIAL

OUR UNDERSTANDING OF RACISM IS THAT IT IS AN INTERPERSONAL PROBLEM WITH ALL PEOPLE OF
ALL COLORS HAVING PREJUDICES AND NOT LIKING EACH OTHER THERE IS BELIEF THAT IF WE COULD
JUST BE FRIENDS EVERYTHING WOULD BE FINE

WE WANT TO SEE EVERYTHING ON THE PERSONAL LEVEL SO THAT WE DONT HAVE TO BECOME
CONSCIOUS OF THE BIG PICTURE

WE SEE BEING WHITE AS STATEMENT ABOUT OUR RACIST BEHAVIOR RATHER THAN SIMPLY AS
BEING PIECE OF OUR PHYSICAL IDENTITY OUR ANXIETY IS THAT IF WE IDENTIFY AS WHITE WE
BECOME THAT WHICH WE FEAR WHITE PEOPLE ARE LIKE RACIST MEMBERS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN

WE FEAR WHAT WE HAVE TO LOSE BY ACKNOWLEDGING OUR UNEARNED STATUS WE ALSO FEAR OUR
RESPONSIBILITY TO CHANGE OURSELVES AND OUR SYSTEMS ONCE WE KNOW
IF WE SEE OURSELVES AS WHITE WE HAVE TO DEAL WITH THE GULLT SHAME AND CONFUSION
THAT COMES UP AS WE THINK OF THE TREATMENT OF AFRICAN AMERICANS LATINOS NATIVE
AMERICANS JAPANESE AMERICANS AND SO ON

FOR SOME OF US THERE IS EXTREME PAIN IN LOOKING AT WHAT WAS DONE TO OTHERS AT THE
HANDS OF OUR ANCESTORS IN ORDER TO RETAIN OUR PRIVILEGED POSITIONS WE WOULD RATHER
IGNORE IT OR CALL IT SOMETHING ELSE FOR EXAMPLE SEEING SLAVERY AS AN ECONOMIC RATHER THAN

RACIAL ISSUE OR VIEWING THE TAKING OF THE WEST AS SIMPLY OUR FRONTIER SPIRIT

10 WEAVOID SEEING OR WECOVER UP PATTERNS OF BEHAVIORS IN PEOPLE WHOARE LIKE US
WHILE WESEE THEM CLEARLY IN OTHER GROUPS STUNNING EXAMPLE OF THIS IS SEEING EACH OF

THE WHITE BOYSYOUNG MEN WHOHAVE PLANNED AND CARRIED OUT MULTIPLE MURDERS AT THEIR

SCHOOLS AS DISTURBED INDIVIDUALS HAD THE BOYSYOUNG MEN BEEN OF COLOR THE PATTERN OF

RACIAL VIOLENCE WOULD HAVE BEEN CENTRAL TO THE STORY

11 IT IS EASIER TO RENDER OTHERS SUBHUMAN OR NONHUMAN THAN IT IS TO EXAMINE OUR
BEHAVIORS TOWARD THEM WILL NEVER FORGET COMMENTMADE BY FAMILY MEMBER DURING



THE VIET NAM WAR DONT WORRYABOUT KILLING ALL THOSE ASIANS THEY DONT VALUE LIFE LIKE WE
DO

12 WE ARE KEENLY AWARE OF THE PRIVILEGES THAT OTHERS GET THAT WE DO NOT BECAUSE OF

SOCIOECONOMIC CLASS OR MEMBERSHIP IN ANOTHER TARGET GROUP SUCH AS GAYS WOMEN ETC

WHEN COMPARING OURSELVES WITH OTHER GROUPS WE GENERALLY COMPARE UP NOT DOWN IN

OTHER WORDSWE ARE VERY CONSCIOUS OF WHAT OTHERS HAVE THAT WE DONT WE ARE MUCH LESS

LIKELY TO FOCUS ON THE WAYS IN WHICH WE HAVE MORE UNEARNED PRIVILEGES THAN OTHERS OFTEN

WHITE WOMENSAY IT IS NOT ABOUT WHITE PRIVILEGE IT IS ABOUT MALE PRIVILEGE
IGNORING THE ACCESS TO POWER AND RESOURCES THAT THEY HAVE THAT WOMENOF COLOR DO

NOT BASED ON WHITE SKINCOLOR PRIVILEGE OTHER TYPICAL COMMENTS DONTFEEL
PRIVILEGED LOTS OF BLACK PEOPLE HAVE MORE THAN MY FAMILY DID WHEN WAS YOUNG NEVER

THINK OF MYSELF AS WHITE JUST THINK OF MYSELF AS WORKING CLASS OR IM NOT WHITE IM GAY

13 WE DO NOT SEE OURSELVES AS PART OF THE WHITE GROUP BECAUSE WE HAVE WORKEDFOR CIVIL

RIGHTS AND ARE ON THE RIGHT SIDE IM NOT THE ENEMY ITS ALL THOSE OTHER WHITE PEOPLE

OUT THERE IM GOOD WHITE PERSON IT IS ALMOST AS IF WE COULD WORK OURSELVES OUT OF THAT

PART OF OUR IDENTITY BY DOING GOODDEEDS

14 WE WANT TO BELIEVE THAT WE HAVE ACHIEVED WHAT WE HAVE BASED ON OUR OWNINDIVIDUAL

MERITS WAS HIRED ADMITTED HONORED AWARDED BECAUSE AM GOOD AT WHAT DO NOT

BECAUSE OF THE COLOR OF MY SKIN WE ARE RARELY CONSCIOUS OF HOWOUR RACE OPENS DOOR FOR

US ON DAILY BASIS

15 WEDONT WANT TO BE LABELED OR BOXEDIN AS WHITE WE FEEL IT LIMITS OUR ABILITIES TO BE

WHOWE ARE AND DO WHAT WEWANT AS INDIVIDUALS TO ACKNOWLEDGETHAT EVEN THAT IS

PRIVILEGE OTHERS DO NOT HAVE PUSHES US TO EXPLORE HOWRACISM IMPACTS OUR LIVES EVERY DAY
AND WE ARE RESISTANT TO DOING THAT

16 WE TRULY BELIEVE THAT EVERYONE CAN GET THE HAIR CARE PRODUCTS GREETING CARDS

CRAYONS BANDAIDS ETC THAT THEY NEED ANYWHERE THEY GO THE DUAL PRIVILEGE IS THAT

WE NEVER HAVE TO BE CONSCIOUS OF THE FACT THAT FLESH TONE IS OUR TONE OR THAT OTHERS

HAVE TO GO OUT OF THEIR WAYTO FIND SERVICES PRODUCTS AND SO ON THAT FILL THEIR NEEDS

BECAUSE COMPANIES ARE GETTING MORE SAVVY AVAILABILITY OF GREETING CARDS AND CRAYONS HAS

GOTTEN BETTER OUR COMMENT WHEN SOMEONE APPRISES US OF THE LENGTHS THEY HAVE TO GO
TO FOR EVERYDAY NEEDS IS WELL JUST NEVER THOUGHT OF IT THAT WAY

17 OUR FAMILIES WERE POOR OR WERE RECENT IMMIGRANTS AND WE ARE VERY CONSCIOUS THAT

THEY HAD TO STRUGGLE FOR EVERYTHING THEY GOT SOME WHITE PEOPLE SEE THEMSELVES

PRIMARILY AS MEMBERS OF ETHNIC GROUPS THAT HAVE BEEN OPPRESSED IN THIS COUNTRY ITALIAN

IRISH POLISH AND SO ON THERE IS AN UNSPOKEN BELIEF THAT IF WECAN MAKE IT YOU CAN
IT JUST TAKES LITTLE HARD WORK

18 WE DONT WANT TO ANDOR CANT SEE OURSELVES AS THE ENEMY OR THE OPPRESSOR IT IS

VERY DIFFICULT TO ACCEPT THAT WE AS INDIVIDUALS WHOHAVE NEVER PURPOSEFULLY DONE ANYTHING

TO HURT ANYONE COULD BE HATED OR FEARED AGAIN IF WE SEE OURSELVES AND PEOPLE LIKE US ONLY

AS INDIVIDUALS WE CANT IMAGINE PEOPLE OF COLOR BEING HURT BY US

19 FOR SOME IT FEELS UNPATRIOTIC EVEN ANTIAMERICAN TO QUESTION THE WAYS IN WHICH OUR

SYSTEMS INTENTIONALLY PROVIDE SOME PEOPLE WITH PRIVILEGES WHILE EXCLUDING OTHERS

FROM EQUAL RIGHTS WE COULD LOOK AT INCIDENTS FROM THE FRAMING OF THE US CONSTITUTION

AND THE TEN ARTICLES THAT KEPT SLAVERY IN PLACE TO PLACING JAPANESE IN CONCENTRATION CAMPS
TO CREATING LAWS REGULATIN WHOCOULD VOTE TO THE MORE SUBTLE INTERPRETATIONS OF THE

CONSTITUTION THAT MAKE AFFIRMATIVE ACTION UNCONSTITUTIONAL BECAUSE IT DISCRIMINATES

AGAINST WHITE PEOPLE INSTEAD WE RATIONALIZE THESE ACTS AS NECESSARY FOR THE HEALTH AND

STRENGTH OF OUR NATION

20 BECAUSE WE ARE THE SYSTEMIC POWER HOLDERS IN THE US WEARE ABLE TO FRAME

EVERYTHING BEHAVIORS HISTORY NEWS INTERNATIONAL ANALYSIS AND SO ON FROM OUR

PERSPECTIVE IN SO DOING WE KEEP OURSELVES CENTRAL SO THAT WE ARE ABLE TO AVOID ANY
OTHER PERSPECTIVE

21 ACTS OF VIOLENCE PARTICULARLY THOSE PERPETRATED BY AFRICAN AMERICANS ASIANS AND

LATINOSHISPANICS AGAINST INDIVIDUAL WHITE PEOPLE HAVE LESSENED OUR SENSE OF



PHYSICAL SAFETY THERE IS FEELING THAT THE PEOPLE WHOCARRY OUT CRIMES HAVE POWER AM
POWERLESS EVEN THE THREAT OF VIOLENCE BY PEOPLE OF COLOR FED BY THE MEDIA INCREASES ONR
FEARS AND EATS AWAY AT OUR WILLINGNESS TO SEE ANOTHERS REALITY

22 THERE IS SENSE AMONG WHITE PEOPLE THAT WHAT WEHAVE RIGLITFULY HAD IS BEING
ERODED OUR TIME IS COMING IS CRY OF WHITE MEN IN THE 90S AS IF IT HAD NOT ALWAYS BEEN

THEIR TIME

23 THERE IS AN ATMOSPHERE OF THAT WAS THEN THIS IS NOW BLACKS ARE GETTING ALL OF THE

JOBS WHETHER THEY ARE QUALIFIED OR NOT RACISM ENDED WITH SLAVERY

24 MANY OF US WHOARE WHITE WOULD LIKE TO BELIEVE THAT WE CAN GO FORWARD FORGET AND
FORGIVE THE PAST AND NOT DO BAD THINGS IN THE FUTURE

25 THERE IS LITTLE THAT TEACHES US THAT AS WHITE PEOPLE WE HAVE PRIVILEGES INSTEAD WE
ARE TOLD THAT WE DONT HAVE ANYTHING WE DONT DESERVE THE MEDIA PARTICULARLY

HIGHLIGHTS WHITES AS BEING VICTIMS OF PEOPLE OF COLORTHROUGH AFFIRMATIVE ACTION VIOLENCE

GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS SETASIDES

26 SOME WHITE PEOPLE FEEL THAT WHEN ONE OR TWO PEOPLE OF COLOR MAKE IT TO THE TOP
ANY PRIVILEGES WE MIGHT HAVE HAD AS WHITES ARE ERASED

27 WE CONSISTENTLY FOCUS ON INDIVIDUAL ISOLATED INCIDENTS RATHER THAN LOOKING AT

PATTERNS OF EXCLUSION OR BLAMING FOR EXAMPLE IN EXPLORING WHY THERE ARE NO AMERICAN
BORN TENURED PROFESSORS OF COLOR AT SPECIFIC COLLEGE THE SENIOR ADMINISTRATORS DESCRIBE

HOWEACH PERSON OF COLOR WHOHAS TAUGHT AT THE INSTITUTION HAS NOT REALLY BEEN QUALIFIED TO

BE TENURED THE QUESTION THAT SHOULD HAVE BEEN RAISED WAS AND CONTINUES TO BE ARE

WESCRUTINIZING THE PEOPLE OF COLOR DIFFERENTLY FROM THE WHITE PEOPLE WHOARE COMING
UP FOR TENURE DO PEOPLE OF COLOR HAVE AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY TO BE MEDIOCRE

28 MANYWELLMEANING COMMITTED WHITE PEOPLE ARE NOT ABLE TO

SIT WITH THE PAIN AND ANGER OF PEOPLE OF COLOR WE FEEL POWERLESS TO DO ANYTHING ABOUT

IT AND DONT WANT TO FACE THE FACT THAT WE ARE BENEFITING FROM OUR WHITENESS AT THE

EXPENSE OF OUR COLLEAGUES OF COLOR

29 WEMOVE BACK AND FORTH BETWEEN RACE BEING BIOLOGICAL PHENOMENON AND SOCIAL

CONSTRUCT WE SET THE ARGUMENT UP AS HEADSWEWINTAILSWEWIN SITUATION IF RACE IS

BIOLOGY THEN WE ARE POWERLESS TO CHANGE WHAT HAS BEEN ORDAINED THE BELL CURVE

ARGUMENT IF RACE IS SOCIAL CONSTRUCT THEN ALL WE HAVE TO DO IS NOT ACT WHITE AND

THE CONSTRUCT WILL FALL APART
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