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THE JERICHO 98 RALLY IN WASHINGTON DC ON MARCH 27TH WAS HOPE STEP IN THE

DIRECTION OF FREEING ALL USHELD POLITICAL PRISONERS AND PRISONERS OF WAR VIGOROUS
ACTION OF ALL KINDS BOTH DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL WILL BE NEEDED TO WIN THE

RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS RADICAL POLITICS OF NATIONAL LIBERATION AND TO END

WHITE SUPREMACY AND COLONIALISM PRODUCED THE ACTS THAT ENDED IN THE

IMPRISONMENT OF OVER 100 POLITICAL WOMEN AND MEN OUR ACTIONS CHALLENGED
THE US GOVERNMENT SO IT IS NOT SURPRISING THAT WE FIND IT NEARLY IMPOSSIBLE TO WIN

RELEASE THROUGH THE NORMAL CHANNELS FEW AS THEY ARE OPEN TO MOST PRISONERS

FOR EXAMPLE THE FEDERAL AND STATE PAROLE BOARDS MOST OFTEN POLITICIZE THE

PROCESS OF RELEASE ON PAROLE SO THAT POLITICAL PRISONER APPLYING FOR PAROLE IS

REQUIRED TO RENOUNCE HER BELIEFS OR APOLOGIZE FOR HIS ACTIONS EVEN TO BE
CONSIDERED FOR RELEASE

PURSUING JERICHO 98 AS LONGTERM CAMPAIGN IS THEREFORE NECESSARY TO POLITICAL

PRISONERS AND POWS IN THE US THINK IT WILL ALSO BE HELPFUL TO JI PRISONERS IN US
CUSTODY SOME PEOPLE HAVE SAID THAT SUPPORTING POLITICAL PRISONERS IS ELITIST

TENDING TO IGNORE THE PLIGHT OF OTHER PRISONERS BUT THINK THE TWO CAUSES ARE

FUNDAMENTALLY LINKED AND CAN EACH BEST BE SERVED BY EMBRACING THE OTHER

MANY OF THE PEOPLE WHOARE NOWPOLITICAL PRISONERS AND POWSDID WORK IN

SUPPORT OF PRISONERS FOR YEARS BEFORE OUR ARRESTS WE DID THAT WORK BECAUSE IT

WAS CLEAR BASIC PART OF FIGHTING INJUSTICE IN THIS CLASSIST AND RACIST SOCIETY SOME
OF US FIRST MET ONE ANOTHER IN GROUPS AGITATING FOR BETTER PRISON CONDITIONS OR TO

RAISE BAIL FOR WOMENIN JAIL OR TO SUPPORT THE ATTICA BROTHERS AND OTHER PRISONERS

WHOREBELLED AGAINST INHUMAN SITUATIONS IN THE PRISONS OF THE 60S 70S AND 80S

WHETHER THE GOAL WASTO ABOLISH PRISONS OR TO REFORM THEM ACTIVISTS FROM THE

VARIOUS MOVEMENTS FOR JUSTICE INCLUDED THE US PRISON SYSTEM IN THE LIST OF

OPPRESSIVE INSTITUTIONS THAT DEMANDED CHANGE

THE GOALS SHARED BY TODAYS USHELD POLITICAL PRISONERS STILL INCLUDE FUNDAMENTAL

CHANGE IN THE PRISON SYSTEM AND ACTIVITIES DEMANDING THE RELEASE OF POLITICAL

PRISONERS ALSO BRING ATTENTION TO THE PRISONS AS WHOLE ALONG WITH OTHER

EXAMPLES OF US RACISM COLONIALISM AND CLASS EXPLOITATION PRISONS IN THE US ARE

GOOD BUSINESS SOMETHING ANGELA DAVIS AND OTHER ACTIVISTS POINT OUT WHEN THEY

TALK ABOUT THE PRISON INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX

PRISONS ARE ALSO IMPLEMENTS OF GENOCIDE AND COUNTERINSURGENCY AS DR MUTULU

SHAKUR AND OTHER NEW AFRIKAN POWSHAVE ANALYZED IN ARTICLES AND INTERVIEWS



THIS ASPECT AT THE SYSTEM IS MOST CLEARLY EXPOSED BY LOOKING AT HOW

SUPPRESS AND MORE THAN DECIMATE THE BLACK PUERTO RICAN MEXICANO AND
NATIVE AMERICAN NATIONS IN THE US EMPIRE TOGETHER WITH HOWTHEY REPRESS THE

RADICAL POLITICAL MOVEMENTS AND LEADERSHIP IN THOSE NATIONS AND IN THE WHITE

LEFT ON THE ONE HAND THE US IMPRISONS VAST NUMBERS OF YOUNG THIRD WORLD

PEOPLE SO THAT THEIR LIVES ARE DESTROYED AND THE LIVES OF THEIR COMMUNITIES

DISRUPTED ON THE OTHER HAND THE GOVERNMENT METES OUT HARSH PUNISHMENT TO

THOSE POLITICAL ACTIVISTS AND REVOLUTIONARIES WHODARE TO BUILD MILITANT RESISTANCE

TO INJUSTICE TOGETHER THESE STRATEGIES PRODUCE AN EFFECTIVE PROGRAM OF

GENOCIDE DESTROYING THE LIFE OF OPPRESSED NATIONS AND THEIR ABILITY TO FIGHT FOR

LIBERATION THE MASSIVE INCARCERATION OF BLACK LATINO AND NATIVE AMERICAN

WOMEN AND MEN IS MEANT TO UNRAVEL THE FABRIC OF THOSE COMMUNITIES WHILE THE

DISPROPORTIONATE SENTENCES AND CONDITIONS OF CONFINEMENT OF POLITICAL PRISONERS

AND POWSIS INTENDED NOT ONLY TO DESTROY THE POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS THAT EXIST

BUT ALSO TO FRIGHTEN OTHERS FROM ATTEMPTING RESISTANCE

SAID AT THE BEGINNING OF THIS COLUMN THAT THINK INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITY IS NEEDED
FOR THE RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS IN THIS COUNTY THATS BECAUSE WE HAVE TO

EMBARRASS THE US TO FORCE THEM TO ADMIT THAT THEY HOLD POLITICAL PRISONERS

SOMETHING THEY DENY WITHOUT INTERNATIONAL PRESSURE THEYLL NEVER ADMIT THAT

THIS SUPPOSED DEMOCRACY BUSY LECTURING THE WORLD ON HUMAN RIGHTS IMPRISONS

PEOPLE FOR POLITICAL ACTS AS WELL AS ON FRAMEUPS AND RAILROADS ALREADY THERE

HAVE BEEN SOME MOMENTS WHEN INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION HAS BEEN TURNED ON US
HELD POLITICAL PRISONERS THE CLEAREST EXAMPLE WAS THE WORLDWIDE SUPPORT FOR

OUR BROTHER MUMIA ABUJAMAL THINK WE NEED TO DIRECT INTERNATIONAL ATTENTION

TO THE CONDITIONS ALL USHELD PRISONERS FACE AS WELL AS TO THE OBSCENE RATE AT

WHICH PEOPLE ARE BEING INCARCERATED IF JERICHO 98 AND OTHER CAMPAIGNS ON

BEHALF OF POLITICAL PRISONERS DO OUR WORKWELL WE CAN HELP TO FOCUS INTERNATIONAL

ATTENTION ON THE US PRISON SYSTEM AS WHOLE

IN THE 70S WORKED IN GROUP FIGHTING THE FBIS COINTELPRO AND SUPPORTING

NEW AFRIKAN POWS REMEMBERED TALKING TO PEOPLE ABOUT GERONIMO JI JAGA
SUNDIATA ACOLI ASSATA SHAKUR WHOWASTHEN STILL IN PRISON EXPLAINING WHOTHESE

COMRADES WEREWHY THEY WERE IN PRISON AND WHY THEY RECEIVED SUCH HARSH

TREATMENT HELPED SHOWPEOPLE THAT THE US DEMOCRACYWAS PHONY THAT

FIGHTING FOR HUMANRIGHTS WAS ANSWERED BY GOVERNMENT REPRESSION AND THAT US
JUSTICE WAS ANYTHING BUT JUST LEARNING ABOUT POLITICAL PRISONERS OFTEN SERVED AS

FIRST STEP FOR PEOPLE TO OPEN THEIR EYES TO THE BROADER INEQUALITIES IN THIS

COUNTRY INCLUDING QUESTIONING THE NATURE OF THE PRISON SYSTEM WHOGOES TO

PRISON AND HOWTHE PRISON SYSTEM AFFECTS AND EXPOSES THE VERY NATURE OF US
SOCIETY



PRISON WORKOF ALL KINDS IS PLAGUED BY LACK OF RESOURCES JOINING HANDS

WHENEVERWECQFL WILL HELP US ALL IF POLITICAL PRISONER SUPPORT WORKIS DONE IN AN

ELITIST FASHIOR THAT SHOULD BE CHANGED MOSTLY IT FEELS TO US INSIDE THAT THERES

ROOM FOR LOT MOREACTIVITY ON ALL FRONTS JERICHO 98 IS START TOWARDS FILLING THE

GAP THE CRITICAL RESISTANCE CONFERENCE ON PRISONS COMING UP IN SEPTEMBER

AND ORGANIZED BY ACTIVISTS IN CALIFORNIA IS ANOTHER FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS AND

PRISONERS OF WAR AND TEAR DOWNTHE WALLS

JERICHO 98 CRITICAL RESISTANCE

DO FMC PO BOX 3201

PO BOX 650 BERKELEY CA 94703

NY NY 10009 EMAIL CRITRESISTAOLCOM

2129284349 EX


	00000633
	00000634
	00000635
	00000636
	00000637
	00000638
	00000639
	00000640
	00000641



