
INTERNATIONAL 500 YEARS

ON JULY 1721 1990 NEARLY 400 INDIAN PEOPLE REPRESENTING 120 NATIONS TRIBES AND ORGANIZATIONS OF THE AMERICAS

METFOR THEFIRST TIME IN QUITO ECUADOR TO DISCUSS THEIR PEOPLES STRUGGLESFOR SELFDETERMINATION AND TO STRATEGIZEFORA UNIFIED

INDIAN RESPONSE TO THE 1992 JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS THE FOLLOWING IS THEIR JOINT DRCLARATION

INDIGENOUS ALLIANCE OF THE AMERICAS ON 500 EAII RESISTANCE

DECLARATION OF QUITC
JULY

THE CONTINENTAL GATHERING 500 YEARS OF INDIAN RESISTANCE WITH REPRESEN IN 20 IIIDIN NATIONS

INTERNATIONAL AND FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS MEETING IN QUITO JULY 1720 1990 DECLARE BE I1 FOLLOWING

THE INDIANS OF AMERICA HAVE NEVER ABANDONED OUR CONSTANT STRUGGLE AGAINST THE CONDITI ON DISCRIIIII

NATION AND EXPLOITATION WHICH WERE IMPOSED UPON US AS RESULT OF THE INVASION OF

OUR STRUGGLE IS NOT MERE REFLECTION OF THE MEMORYOF 500 YEARSO PRESSION WHICH THE WITH

THE DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENTS OF OUR COUNTRIES ANT TO TURN INTO EVE IIATIBN
TION OUR INDIAN PEOPLE NATIONS AND NA TIONALITIES ARE OOSM OTJR STRUGGLE IUR

IDENTITY WHICH SHALL LEAD US TO TRUE LIBERATION

SIVELY AND COMMIT OURSELVES TO REJECT ILU

THE STRUGGLE OF OUR PEOPLE ACQ ILEW IN

RECENT TIMES THIS STRUGGLE IS LESS ISO AID MORE WGA
NIZED WEARE NOWCOMPLETELY CONSCIOU OURTOTAL LIB

ERATION CAN ONLY BE EXPRESSED THROUGH THE COMPLETE EX

CONDITIONS THAT PERMIT COMPLETE EXEITISE OF

ERCISE OF OUR SELFDETERMINA TION OUR UNITY ASBASED

ON THIS FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT OUR SELFDETERMIN
IS NOTIUST SIMPLE DECLA RATION

WE MUST GUARAN TEE THE NECESARY

OUR SELFDETERMINATION QAND THIS IN TURN MUST

BE EXPRESSED AS COMPLETE AUTOMOMY FOR OUR

PEOPLES WITHOUT INDIAN 7WI SELFGOVERNMENT AND

WITHOUT CONTROLOF OUR TERN THERE CAN BE NO

AUTONOMY

THE ACHIEVEMENTOF THIS OBJECTIVE IS PRINCIPAL

TASK FOR INDIAN PEOPLES HOW EVER THROUGH OUR

STRUGGLES WE HAVE LEARNED THAT OURPROBLEMSARENOTDIFFER

ENT IN MANYRESPECTS FROM THOSE OF OTHER POPULAR SECTORS WEARE

CONVINCED THAT WEMUST MARCHALONGSIDE IF THE PEASANTS THE WORKERS THE

MARGINALIZED SECTORS TOGETHER WITH INTELLEC TUALS COMMITTED TO OUR CAUSE IN ORDER TO

DESTROY THE DOMINANT SYSTEM OF OPPRESSION AND TO CONSTRUCT NEW SOCIETY PLURALISTIC DEMOCRATIC

AND HUMANE IN WHICH PEACE IS GUARANTEED

THE EXISTING NATION STATES OF THE AMERICAS THEIR CONSTITUTIONS AND FUNDAMENTAL LAWS ARE JUDICIALPOLITICAL EXPRESSIONS

THAT NEGATE OUR SOCIOECONOMIC CULTURAL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS

FROM THIS POINT IN OUR GENERAL STRATEGYOF STRUGGLE WECONSIDER IT TO BE PRIORITY THAT WE DEMAND COMPLETE STRUCTURAL

CHANGE CHANGE WHICH RECOGNIZES THE INHERENT RIGHT TO SELFDETERMINATION THROUGH INDIAN PEOPLES OWNGOVERNMENTS AND

THROUGH THE CONTROL OF OUR TERRITORIES

OUR PROBLEMS WILL NOT BE RESOLVED THROUGH THE SELFSERVING POLITICS OF GOVERNMENTAL ENTITIES WHICH SEEK INTEGRATION AND

ETHNODEVELOPMCNT IT IS NECESSARY TO HAVE AN INTEGRAL TRANSFORMATION AT THE LEVEL OF THE STATE AND NATIONAL SOCIETY THAT IS

TO SAY THE CREATION OF NEW NATION

IN THIS GATHERING IT HAS BEEN CLEAR THAT TERRITORIAL RIGHTS ARE FUNDAMENTAL DEMAND OF THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLES OF THE

AMERICAS
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RESISTANCEORGANIZING

BASED ONTHESE REFLECTIONS THE ORGANI WOMENPLAY IFT STRUGGLES OFOURPEOPLES WEUNDERSTAND

RATIONS UNITED IN TH6 FIRST CONTINENTAL GATHERING OF INDIG THE NECESSITY TOEXPAND WOMENSPARTICIPATION IN OUR ORGAM

ENOUS PEOPLES REAFFIRM ZATIONS AND WE REAFFIRM THAT IT IS ONE STRUGGLE MEN AND

WOMENTOGETHER IN OURLIBERATION PROCESSMIDAKEY QUESTION

OUR EMPHATIC REJECTION OF THE QUINCENTENNIAL CCL IN OUR POLITICAL PRACTICES

EBRATION AND THE FIRM PROMISE THAT WEWILL TURN THAT DATE INTO THAT WE INDIAN PEOPLES CONSIDER IT VITAL TO DEFEND

OCCASION TO STRENGTHEN OURPROCESS OFCONTINENTAL UNITY AND AND CONSERVE OUR NATURAL RESOURCES WHICH RIGHT NOW ARE

STRUGGLE TOWARDS OUR LIBERATION BEING ATTACKED BY TRANSNATIONAL CORPORATIONS WE ARE CON

OUR RESOLUTEPOLITICAL PROJECT OF SELFDETERMINATION
VINCED THAT THIS DEFENSE WILL BE REALIZED IF ITIS INDIAN PEOPLE

AND THE ATTAINMENT OF OUR AUTONOMY IN THE FRAMEWORK OF
WHOADMINISTER AND CONTROL THE TERRITORIES WHERE WE LIVE

NATION STATES UNDER NEW POPULAR RESPECTING THE ACCONIXNG TO OUROWNPRINCIPLES OF ORGANIZATION ANDCOMMUNAL

APPELLATION WHICH EACH PEOPLE DETERMINES FOR THEIR STRUGGLE
LIFE

AND PROJECT
THAT WE OPPOSE NATIONAL JUDICINI STRUCTURES WHICH

OUR DECISAN TO DEFEND OUR CULTURE DUCATION AND ARE THE RESULT OF THE PROCESS OF COLONIZATION AND NEOCOLONI

RELIGION AS FUNDANIENTAL TOOURIDENTITY ASPEOPLES RECLAIMING
ZAT ON WE SEEK NEW SOCIAL ORDER THAT EMBRACES OUR

ANDMAINTAININGOURPWNFOFLTLSOFSPLRLTUALHIFEANDCOMMUNAL
TRADITIONAL EXERCISE OF COMMONLAW AN PRESSION OF OUR

COEXISTENCE IN AN TIMATE RELATIONSHIP WITH
CULTURE AND FORMSOF ORGANIZATION WEDEMAND THAT WE BE

RECOGNIZED AS PEOPLES UNDER INTERNATIONAL LAW AND THAT THIS

RECOGNITION BE INCORPORATED INTO THE RESPECTIVE NATION STATES

OUR REJECTION OF THE MANIPULATION OF ORGANIZATIONS

WHICH ARE LINKED FT THE DOMINANT SECTORSOF SOCFETY HAVE
THAT WE DENOUNCE THE VICTIMIZATION OF INDIAN

IIO INDIGENOUS RE WHICH USURP OUR NAME FOR PEOPLE THROUGH VIOLENCE AND PERSECUTION WHICH CONSTITUTES

THEIR OWN INTERESTS AT THE SAME TIM WE FLAGRANT VIOLATION OF HINNAN RIGHTS WEDEMAND RESPECT FOR

OUR CHOKE TO ST4GTHEN OUR OWN ORGANIZATIOI
OUR RIGHT TO LIFE TO LAND TO FREE ORGANIZATION AND EXPRESSION

EXCLUDING ORIS6I OURSELVES FROMODER
OF OUR AT THE WEDE OF OUR

LEADERSWHOAREHELDASPOLITICALPRISONERSANENDTOREPRESSION

OURRECOGNITION OF THE IMPORTANT ROLETHATINDIGENOUS AND RESTITUTION FOR THE HARMS CAUSED US

DELEGATES TO QUITO CONFERENCE ADDRESS THE PRESS SPEAKING INTO THE MIKE IS CUC REPRESENTATIVE
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