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PERSONAL ODYSSEY AMY EDGINGTON

EVERAL TIMES WHENIHAVE TALKED CROW LAW THAT FORCED BLACKS TO RIDE

BOUT RACISM WITH OTHER WHITE IN THE BACK SECTIONS OF THE CITY BUSES
WOMENIN THE SOUTH SOMEONE THE PEACE HOWEVER WAS MORE LIKE

WHOLIKE ME GREWUP IN THE DAYS OF AN UNEVENLY ARMED TRUCE WITH

SEGREGATION HAS TOLD HOWSHE ONCE SINGLE LAW ON THE SIDE OF THE BLACK

SNUCK DRINK FROM THE COLORED COMMUNITY AND THE THREAT OF VIO
FOUNTAIN AND DISCOVERED TO HER SUR LENCE CONDONED AND ABETTED BY THE

PRISE THAT THE WATER DIDNT TASTE POLICE ON THE SIDE OF THE WHITE COM
ANY DIFFERENT FROM THAT MOMENT MUNITY THE RESULT WAS THAT EVEN
SHE BEGAN TO SUSPECT THAT DESPITE THOUGH RODE THE BUS TWICE DAY
WHAT SHED BEEN TOLD BLACK PEOPLE HADNOTYETSEENABLACKPERSONMOV
WERE HUMAN TOO AND SHE CLAIMED TO THE FRONT OF THE BUS OR WHIT
THAT BECAUSE OF THIS EARLY EXPERIENCE PERSON SIT IN THE BACK
SHEDNEVER TREATED BLACK PEOPLE ANY ONE BLISTERING AUGUST AFTERNOON

DIFFERENTLY FROM WHITE PEOPLE IVE WHEN GOT ON THE BUS WITH MY
HEARD AND READ THIS TALE WITH FEW MOTHER SHE TOOK THE ONLY SEAT LEFT IN

VARIATIONS OFTEN ENOUGH TO RECOG WHAT WAS STILL LABELED THE WHITE SEC
NIZE MYTHICAL QUALITY ABOUT IT LIKE HON TRADITION DICTATED THAT WHITE

MANY MYTHS IN OUR CULTURE IT IS BOTH CHILDREN IN THIS CIRCUMSTANCE SHOULDINSIDE
STARTING PLACE AND ASTOPPINGPLACE STAND THROUGHOUT THE RIDE OR SIT ON

SWITHAPOWERFULTRUTHWHICH THE MOTHERS LAP SUDDENLY SOME
IT THEN DISTILLS INTO SIMPLE COMFORT THING HAD DONE COUNTLESS TIMESBOOKNOTES
ING FORM LIKE AN OVERSTUFFED SOFA SEEMED OUTRAGEOUS TO ME WAS

PAGE THAT INVITES US TO LIE DOWNAND TAKE TIRED AND HOT DIDNT WANT TO STAND

LONG NAP FOR ANOTHER HOUR OR TO BE HELD LIKEITS OUR BIRTHDAY WHEN WAS ABOUT TEN YEARS OLD BABY LOOKED AT THE BACK OF THE BUSPAGE
INTEGRATIONWASAHOTLYDEBATEDTOPIC WHERE THERE WERE SEVERAL EMPTY

IN THE TIME OF IN OUR TOWN PRIOR TO THE HISTORIC DE SEATS

THE RIGHT SEGREGATION OF CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL ANGER AT MYOWNDILEMMA SHIFTED

REFLECTIONS MY PARENTS WERE PRIVATELY STRONGLY TO MORAL INDIGNATION KNEW WHAT

LIBERATION
IN FAVOR OF INTEGRATION TO THEM IT THE LAW SAID UNDERSTOOD THAT FEAR
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WAS MATTER OF MORALITY LITTLE ROCK KEPT BLACK PEOPLE FROM SITTING IN THE
WAS CONSIDERED MODERATE CITY IN WHITE SECTION THE TENSION IN THEIR

THE SOUTH PARTLY BECAUSE IT HAD BODIES THEIR SUPPRESSED VOICES AND
PEACEFULLY DONEAWAY WITH THE JIM
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DOWNCAST EYES THE UNIFORMED VIEWS TO WHITE PEOPLE WHO DIS STILL DETERMINED TO DO WHAT SAW
WHITE BUS DRIVER WHOSE THIN YE AGREED WITH THEM BUT DO GIVE AS RIGHT BUT WAS MORE AWARE OF

NEER OF JOCULARITY DEMANDEDSUB HER CREDIT FOR THE THINGS SHE MADE THE LIMITATIONS OF MY MORAL VI
MISSIONTHESE THINGS COULD ME THINK ABOUT DID REALIZE SHE SION OFTEN CLOSED MY HEART BE
GRASP INTUITIVELY AS CHILD IN ASKED THE DANGER HAD PUT THE CAUSE WAS AFRAID MIGHT DO OR

WORLDRULED BY ADULTS BUT WHAT BLACK GIRL IN SHE HAD TAKEN FAR SAY SOMETHING RACIST OR THOUGHT
KEPT WHITE PEOPLE FROM SITTING IN LESSLY PUT BLACK PEOPLE AT RISK

THEBACK IFIGURED ITCOULDONLYBE WAS NO LONGER SURE AT ALL THAT

PREJUDICE MOST WHITES ACTED AS COULD DO ANYTHING RIGHT FELT

THOUGH THEY THOUGHT BLACKS WERE STUCK ON THAT BUS WHERE THERE WAS
DIRTY AND AVOIDED ANY CLOSE PROX OUR

GUILT MAY CAUSE US
NO MORAL PLACE TO SIT OR STAND GUILT

IMITY TO THEM THOUGHT THEY WERE WAS KEEPING ME FROM LEARNING

WRONGID BEEN TOLD BY MY PAR INTENSE DISCOMFORT BUT IT IS ANYTHING USEFUL OR DOING ANYTHING
ENTS THAT THEY WERE WRONG IT EFFECTIVE ITS IRONIC THAT WESPEAK
DAWNEDONME THAT EACH TIME DID PEOPLE OF COLOR WHO BEAR

SO OFTEN ABOUT BEING BURDENED BY
WHAT WAS SUPPOSED TO DO EVERY THE BURDEN OF WHITE GUILT OUR GUILT AS WHITE PEOPLE IN FACT

ONE ASSUMED AGREED WITH BIG OUR GUILT MAY CAUSE US INTENSE

OTRY SPOTTED BLACK GIRL FEW SINCE IT CAUSES WHITE PEOPLE DISCOMFORTBUTITISPEOPLEOF COLOR

YEARS OLDER THAN WAS BOLDLY TO COLLUDE WITH RACISM TO
WHOBEARTHEBURDEN OF WHITE GUILT

STRODE DOWN THE AISLE AND SAT IN SINCE IT CAUSES WHITE PEOPLE TO

THE EMPTY SEAT NEXT TO HER DID AVOID OR LASH OUT AT THE COLLUDE WITH RACISM TO AVOID OR

NOT SPEAK TO HER OR EVEN LOOK AT LASH OUT AT THE PEOPLE WEBELIEVE

HER AFTER ID SAT DOWN SAT THERE
PEOPLE WE BELIEVE ARE

ARE MAKING US FEEL SO GUILTY
THRILLED WITH MYSELF BRAVING THE MAKING US FEEL SO GUILTY IN 19691 TRIED TO GET AS FAR AWAY
GLARES AIMED AT ME FROM PASSEN AS COULD FROMLITTLE ROCK THINK

GERS IN THE FRONT OF THE BUS HEART ING THAT RACISM WAS REGIONAL

THUDDING FOR FEAR THE BUS DRIVER PROBLEM AND THAT THE ONLY WAY
MIGHT STOP AND PUT ME OFF THE BUS COULD AVOID BEING PART OF THE ROB
AS HAD SEEN HIM DO TO BLACK GREATER RISK THAN HAD BY REMAIN LEM WAS BY LEAVING THE SOUTH

PEOPLE HE CONSIDERED UPPITY MG IN THE SEAT NEXT TO ME INSTEAD HAD STUDIED GERMAN IN COLLEGE

BY THE TIME GOT OFF THE BUS AT OF GETTING UP AND MOVING TO SIT WORKEDAND SAVED FOR YEAR AFTER

OUR STOP HAD NEARLY NOMINATED WITH ANOTHER BLACK PERSON LEAV WARDS MYPARENTS GAVE MEAPLANE
MYSELF FOR SAINTHOOD THOUGHT ING ME THE SEAT TO MYSELF AS TRADI TICKET AS BELATED GRADUATION
THAT BLACK GIRL WOULD REMEMBER TION DEMANDED THERE WAS NOWAY PRESENT SO AT 23 PACKED MY
ME FOREVER AS THE FIRST TOLERANT THE BLACK GIRL OR EVEN THE WHITE BAGS AND LANDED ON CONTINENT

WHITE PERSON SHED ENCOUNTERED PEOPLE COULD HAVE KNOWN THAT IT WHERE HAD NOT EVEN THE NAME
MY MOTHERSAT ME ON BENCH AT WAS NOT MY INTENTION TO MAKE HER AND ADDRESS OF SINGLE PERSON AND
THE BUS STOP AND GENTLY BROUGHT GIVE UP HER SEAT HAD GIVEN HER ONLY RUDIMENTARY KNOWLEDGE OF

MEDOWN NOTCH OR TWO FIRST SHE NO CHOICE BUT TO FACE POSSIBLE VIO FAIRLY DIFFICULT LANGUAGE ONLY IG
SAID IM PROUD OF YOU FOR TRYING LENCE OR CERTAIN HUMILIATION HAD NORANCE OF THE MAGNITUDE OF WHAT
TO DO THE RIGHT THING SECOND NEVER REALLY THOUGHT ABOUT HER FEEL WAS DOING MADE ME THIS BRAVE
DONT EVER WANT YOU TO DO THAT INGS AT ALL EXCEPT TO EXPECT HER HAD TOLD MYPARENTS WAS GOING TO

AGAIN SHE PASSED ON TO ME THAT GRATITUDE STUDY FOR YEAR SECRETLY HAD NO
DAY PARENTS TERROR FOR HER CHILD MY INVOLVEMENT IN CIVIL RIGHTS INTENTIONS OF EVER RETURNING HOME
IN POTENTIALLY EXPLOSIVE SITUA AND MY EFFORTS IN MAKING FRIENDS FOR MORETHAN VISIT STUDIED AND
TION AND THE FEAR THAT MADEHER TOO ACROSS RACIAL LINES IN HIGH SCHOOL FOUND JOBS IN GERMANY VISITED

PASSIVE TO RISK EXPRESSING HER AND COLLEGE WERE TENTATIVE WAS HOLLAND MOROCCO SPAIN IRELAND
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AND FRANCE FOR PERIODS OF ONE TO MALCOLM ANGELA DAVIS ANN NATIONS OF THE THIRD WORLD THIS

SIX MONTHS MOODY RALPH ELLISON AND LED ME TO THINK ABOUT HOW MUCH

THE PRIVILEGE OF TRAVEL GAVE ME ELDRIDGE CLEAVER STARTED TO UN THEECONOMYOFTHESOUTHHASFUNC

THE EXPERIENCE OF HAVING TO LEARN DERSTAND THAT AS WHITE PERSON HONED LIKE COLONY WITHIN US
THE RULES OF ANOTHER SOCIETY FROM LIVING IN AMERICA HAD ALSO IN BORDERS HOW THE NORTH HAD PROF
SCRATCH FOR THE FIRST TIME BE HERITED DANGEROUS COMBINATION ITED FROM COLLUDED WITH AND EN
CAME AWARE OF EQUALLY COMPLEX OF PRIVILEGE AND SELFCENTERED COURAGED SLAVERY LATER INDUSTRIES

UNWRITTEN RULES THAT GOVERNEDMY WERELURED SOUTH WITH LOCAL BOND

OWN SOCIETY RULES WHICH NO ONE ISSUES THAT PAID TO BUILD FACTORIES

SEEMED TO NOTICE OR QUESTION WITH LOW TAXES AND WAGES WHICH

DISCOVERED TO MY ASTONISHMENT INSURED THAT MOST OF THE PROFITS

THAT MANY OF THE STUDENTS AND
HAT CONSTRAINED OUR WOULD FLOWBACK TO ABSENTEE OWN

WONDERFUL PROFESSOR ADMIRED
THINKING WERE THE UNWRITTEN ERS IN THE NORTH BOSSES TOLD WHITE

BELONGED TO ONE OF SEVERAL FAC WORKERS THAT IF THEY LET UNIONS IN

TIONS LABELED COMMUNIST OR SOCIAL RULES OF FEMINISM WHICH BLACKS WOULDTAKE THEIR JOBS WHILE

IST TALK ABOUT FOLKS HAD BEEN ASSUMED THAT THE FACTORY OWNERSMANIPULATED FEAR

TAUGHT TO LOOK DOWNONEVENBY AND PREJUDICE JIM CROWLAWS WERE

MY PARENTS YET FOUND THEM TO EXPERIENCES OF MIDDLECLASS SET UP TO INSURE THAT BLACKS RE
BE SOME OF THE MOST CONCERNED MAINED IN THEIR PLACE YET MOST

INTELLIGENT AND KINDEST PEOPLE ID
WHITE WOMENDEFINED

WHITE PEOPLE STILL FAILED TO PROS
KNOWN THOUGHT SOME OF THEIR SEXISM AND WHICH ATTEMPTED PER MORE THAN HUNDRED YEARS
IDEAS IMPRACTICAL WRONGHEADED AFTER THE CIVIL WARENDED THE DIXIE

ORCONTRADICTORY BUT IGAINED GREAT
TO RANK OPPRESSIONS WITH STATES LAGGED FAR BEHIND OTHER RE

ILLUMINATION FROM VIEWPOINT THAT SEXISM FIRST AND WORST GIONS OF THE COUNTRY IN HEALTH CARE

MADE ECONOMICS PRIMARY SINCE EDUCATION AND INCOME FOR BLACKS

THE ISSUE OF CLASS WAS AMONG THE ESPECIALLY BUT ALSO FORWHITES THIS

MOST HIDDEN AND OBSCURE IN WASNOT SIGN OF CONGENITAL SOUTH
AMERICAN EDUCATION AND CULTURE EM STUPIDITY AND IT WASNO ACCI

DEFINITELY NEEDED SOME BALANCE OBLIVIOUSNESS TOWARDS PEOPLE OF DENT BEGAN TO UNDERSTAND THAT

GROWING UP HAD ONLY UNDER OTHER RACES WAS AN IMPERIALIST RACISM EXISTS BECAUSE IT IS EX
STOOD POLITICS AS SOMETHING THAT WITHIN MY OWNCOUNTRY TREMELY PROFITABLE FOR MANY WHITE

HAPPENED EVERY COUPLE OF YEARS TRAVEL TO DIFFERENT COUNTRIES PEOPLEANDBECAUSEEVENTHEPOOR
WHENELECTIONS WEREHELD FOR THE GAVE ME INSIGHT INTO HOW RACISM EST HAVE BEEN MADE TO FEAR THAT

FIRST TIME UNDERSTOOD POLITICS AS AND COLONIALISM OPERATE OUTSIDE THEY WOULDBE WORSEOFF ECONOMI
SOMETHING THAT AFFECTED PEOPLES THE US WAS PARTICULARLY STRUCK CALLY WITHOUT IT CLEARLY RACISM

DAILY LIVES BY THE EXAMPLE OF IRELAND NA WAS FAR MORETHAN REGIONAL PROB
DISCOVERED THAT AS AN AMEN TION WHICH MUST SURELY HAVE BEEN LEM COULD MOVE AWAYFROM NO

CAN HAD ENORMOUS POWER AND THE TESTING GROUND FOR ENGLANDS WONDER HAD FAILED IN APPROACH
PRIVILEGE COUPLED WITH EQUALLY HARSHEST METHODS BEFORE ITS HEY ING RACISM AS MORAL ISSUE IT WAS
VAST IGNORANCE CULTIVATED BY ME DAY AS AN IMPERIAL POWER KNEW SIMPLY TOO HUGE
DIA AND SCHOOLS THAT DELIBERATELY ABOUT THE MILITARY OCCUPATION IN MOVING BACK TO THE STATES AFTER

TREAT THE REST OF THE WORLDAND ITS NORTHERN IRELAND BUT WAS FOUR YEARS INVOLVED SERIES OF

PEOPLES AS IF THEY WEREMERE SCEN STARTLED TO LEARN TO WHAT EXTENT THE EVENTS THINK OF AS SIMULTANEOUSLY

ERY OR SERVANTS EITHER LITERALLY OR REPUBLIC OF IRELAND CONTINUES TO COMING OUT AND COMING HOME
IN THE FORMOF MILITARY OR BUSINESS BE KEPT IN ECONOMIC DEPENDENCE WITHIN FEWYEARS CLAIMED TWO
INTERESTS AS READ WORKS BY AND EXPLOITED AS SOURCE OF CHEAP IDENTITIES HAD TRIED TO REJECT SINCE

AUTHORS SUCH AS JAMES BALDWIN LABOR MUCH LIKE FORMER COLONIAL EARLY CHILDHOODAS LESBIAN AND
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WOMANWITH DISABILITIES ALSO CREATED JUSTBY HANGING WOMEN NEAT HEIRARCHY THEY INTERLOCK LIKE

ACKNOWLEDGED MY MORE RECENT ONLY SIGN ON THE FRONT DOOR WE THREEDIMENSIONAL WEB IT WAS
PAST AS SURVIVOR OF RAPE LAST OF DEMANDED ENDLESS EXPLANATIONS POINTLESS TO ARGUE WHICH STRAND
ALL FREED MYSELF FROM AN ABUSIVE FROM WOMENOF COLOR WHO GREW CAME FIRST OR WAS STRONGEST BE
RELATIONSHIP AND BEGAN TO TALK TIRED OF BEING UNPAID TEACHERS CAUSE EVERY STRAND OF OPPRESSION
ABOUT LESBIAN BATTERING EACH OF THEN WE TURNED THE TRUTH THAT WE REINFORCES OTHERS AND TIGHTENS THE
THESE STEPS BROUGHT ME CLOSER TO COULD NEVER EXPERIENCE RACISM ON WEB WHETHER THAT PARTICULAR
HOME TO THE CORE OF WHO AM OUR OWNBODIES INTO AN EXCUSE TO STRAND TOUCHES YOUR OWN LIFE OR
EACH ALSO REMOVED ME FURTHER STOP TRYING TO UNDERSTAND CON NOT
FROM THE MAINSTREAM AND MADE FRONTATION BURNOUT LED MANY OF US FROM MY OWN EXPERIENCEME MORE OF AN OUTSIDER UNDER TO SPLIT OFF INTO SMALLER GROUPS COULD AGREE WITH WOMENOF COLOR
STANDING MY OWN OPPRESSION WORKINGCLASSLESBIANSLESBIANSOF THAT FORMING POLITICAL ALLIANCES
TURNED OUT TO BE AN IMPORTANT STEP COLOR DISABLED LESBIANS OLD LESBI BASED ON IDENTITY ALONE HAD LIM
IN UNDERSTANDING MY PERSONAL ANS JEWISH LESBIANS FINDING IN ITED VALUE FOR OVER YEAR BE
STAKE IN FIGHTING RACISM SUCH GROUPS LIMITED HAVEN BUT LONGED TO GROUPOF LESBIANS WITH

MY THINKING ABOUT RACE DURING MEANWHILE SODOMY LAWS WERE DISABILITIES IT FELT LIBERATING TO
THE LATE 70S AND EARLY 80S WAS AF PASSED ANTIGAY INITIATIVES WERE BRING ALL OF MYSELF INTO THAT ROOM
FECTED BY WORKING WITH PRIMARILY LAUNCHED REVERSE DISCRIMINA AND FEEL SAFE FOR TWO HOURS EVERY
WHITE FEMINISTS AND LESBIAN SEPA TION SUITS WERE FILED BY WHITE WEEK BUT OUR STORIES REVEALED
RATISTS WHERE LIVED IN NORTHWEST MEN ASKED MYSELF IF FOCUSING SO WIDELY DIFFERENT EXPERIENCES WITH
ARKANSAS AND THE BAY AREA OF MUCH ENERGY ON POLITICS AS IT AF DISABILITY IN ADDITION SOME FELT
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA WEBEGANTHE FECTS INDIVIDUAL BEHAVIOR WASNT BEING POOR OR FEMALE OR LESBIAN OR
CRUCIAL MINDEXPANDING PROCESS AS MISGUIDED AS APPROACHING RAC JEWISH HAD IMPACTED THEIR LIVES
OF TELLING OUR STORIES AND TRYING TO ISM AS MORAL ISSUE WHYON EARTH MORETHAN DISABILI TY BUT WESTUCK
LISTEN TO EACH OTHERS EXPERIENCES WOULD ANY WOMANOF COLOR RISK TOGETHER BECAUSE WEREALIZED THAT
WHAT CONSTRAINED OUR THINKING BEING MY FRIEND IF WAS DOING IF WEBONDED ONLY WITH THOSE WHO
WERETHE UNWRITTEN RULES OF FEMI NOTHING TO CHANGE THE QUALITY OF SHARED IDENTICAL EXPERIENCES WE
NISM WHICH ASSUMED THAT THE EX HER LIFE OUT IN THE WORLD WHERESHE WOULD SPLIT INTO EVEN SMALLER
PERIENCES OF MIDDLECLASS WHITE HAD TO SURVIVE GOUPS THOSE WHOHAD SUFFERED
WOMENDEFINED SEXISM ANDWHICH WHATHELPED ME REACH THIS CON THE MOST NUMEROUS OPP RESSIONS
ATTEMPTED TO RANK OPPRESSIONS CLUSION WEREBOOKS BY WOMENOF MIGHT FIND THEMSELVES IN
WITH SEXISM FIRST AND WORST THE COLOR AND SOME WHITE WOMEN GROUP OF ONLY TWO OR THREE OR
RULES JUST DIDNT SEEM TO FIT THE REAL MANY OF THEM JEWISHWHO WERE SOMEONE MIGHT WIND UP TALKINGWOMEN KNEWWHO LIKE MYSELF REWRITING AND EXPANDING FEMI TO HERSELF WE WOULD BECOME TO
BROUGHT MULTIPLE IDENTITIES NISMLESBIANPOLITICSANDANTIRAC TALLY INEFFECTIVE WEALSO NOTICED
THROUGH THE COLLECTIVE DOOR IST WORK FOUND MUCH THAT CHAL THAT COIMMON EXPERIENCES DO NOT
WOMEN WHO TALKED ABOUT RACE LENGED ME AND MUCH THAT CON NECESSARILY MAKE COMMONGOALS
CLASS ANTISEMITISM AGE OR DIS FIRMED MY OWN DISEASE WITH AND AS WE BEGAN TO WORK WITH
ABIITYWERE LABELED DIVISIVEIF THEY WHITE FEMINISM LEARNED THAT ALL WOMEN WHO WERE TEMPORARILYWERENOT WILLING TO CHOPOFF PIECES OPPRESSORS USE SIMILAR TACTICS THAT ABLEBODIED AND WITH MEN WHO
OF THEMSELVES AND PUT THEM IN THE MAJORITY OF WOMENAND MANY HAD DISABILITIES WE LEARNED THAT
ORDERVAGINAS ONLY IN THE FRONT MEN IN THE WORLDEXPERIENCE MUL WEMIGHT FIND SUPPORT FOR OUR IS
ROW

TIPLE OPPRESSIONS THAT MOST OF US SUES IN SPITE OF DIFFERENCES
WE FOCUSED TOO NARROWLY ON WHO ARE OPPRESSED ALSO EXPERI BEGAN TO HEAR THAT WOMENOF

THE BARRIERS THAT KEPT US FROM FORM ENCE BEING SOMEONE OPPRESSOR COLOR NEED WHITE WOMENAS ALLIES
ING FRIENDSHIPS ACROSS ECONOMIC AT SOMEPOINT IN OUR LIVES OPPRES FRIENDSHIP MIGHT HAPPEN BUT ITAND RACIAL BARRIERS ONCE WEREAL SIONS DO NOT OPERATE INDEPEN WOULDBEGRAVY ALLIESARETHEMEAT
IZED THAT SISTERHOOD COULD NOT BE DENTLY OR ORDER THEMSELVES INTO AND POTATOES OF EFFECTIVE COALITIONS
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HAD TO IMDERSTAND THAT BECAUSE PEOPLE WHENHAD GROWNUP HERE STRENGTH AND SPIRIT THAT HAD BEEN

WHEN WORKEDWITH MEN DID NOT AT ONE POINT THE DRIVER STOPPED CAREFULLY NURTURED AND SHIELDED

COUNT ON OR WAIT FOR FRIENDSHIP ON HIS ROUTE AND WENT INTO SMALL FROM WHITE EYES FOR SO LONG IN THE

WHAT LOOKED FOR FIRST WAS SHARED LAUNDROMAT BUSES OFTEN STOPPED SOUTH WAS FAR MOREGRATEFUL THAT

UNDERSTANDING OF AND COMMIT FOR WHILE WHENTHEY RAN AHEAD OF GETTING ON THE BUS NO LONGER MEANT
MENT TO ISSUES AND AS WOMENOF SCHEDULE BUT THIS TIME THE WAIT UNAVOIDABLY CASTING MY LOT WITH

COLOR WROTE MORE AND MORE ABOUT STRETCHED OUT THE WOMENAROUND RACISTS HAD LONG KNOWNTHAT AF
THEIR LONG PAINFUL HISTORY WITH ME BEGAN TO SWAP THEORIES FULL OF RICAN AMERICANS PARTICULARLY
WHITE WOMEN BEGAN TO REALIZE WOMENMUCH LIKE THOSE AROUND
THAT NO WOMANOF COLOR HAS ANY ME HAD DONE MOST OF THE DANGER
MORE REASON TO FEEL IMMEDIATE OUS WORK THAT MADE THIS POSSIBLE
TRUST OR EVENTUAL FRIENDSHIP TO STARTING WITH THE MONTGOMERYBUS
WARDS ME THAN DO TOWARDS BOYCOTT CONTINUING WITH THE UN
MAN NAMED AFRICAN AMERICANS WHO

THIS PERIOD OF MY LIFE BROUGHT
WHITE GUILT BRAVED THEIR WAY UP THE AISLE TO

ME BACK TO MY HOME TOWN AT AGE INCIUD CHILDISH
THE FRONT OF EVERY LITTLE ROCK BUS

FORTY THIS MEANT GETTING ON LITTLE INCLUDING THE DRIVERS SEAT BUT

ROCK BUS FOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE NOW WAS FEELING IN THE ROOTS OF

EARLY IN 1969 WAS NOT CONSCIOUS
ARROGANCE THAT TOLD ME

MY BEING WHAT OWE THOSE CIVIL

THAT DAY OF REMEMBERING THE MANY PEOPLE OF COLOR SHOULD RIGHTS WARRIORS CERTAINLY WAS
TIMES HAD SEEN AFRICAN AMERI NOT THE INTENDED BENEFICIARY OF

CANS HUMILIATED ON THE BUS OR HOW BE GRATEFUL FOR GESTURES THEIR STRUGGLE BUT NEVERTHELESS
FRUSTRATED AND HELPLESS HAD FELT THEY HELPED CREATE WORLDWHERE

ASSOCIATED MY SENSE OF DREAD OF TOLERANCE ON MY PART HAVE THE CHANCE TO BECOME TRUE

WITH THE DISCOMFORT AND TEDIUM OF ADULT INSTEAD OF REMAINING CHILD

ONE OF THE SAME LONG ROUTES HAD WHOMUSTSITORSTANDWHEREWHITE
RIDDEN SINCE BEFORE COULD TALK OR MEN DICTATE

WALK TOOK MY SEAT IN THE MIDDLE IN SPITE OF THE DISTRESS GUILT
OF BUS WITH FEWER PASSENGERS CAUSES WHITE PEOPLE ITS PROBABLY
THAN IN THE PAST BUT AS HAD FRE INCREASING MOCKERY ABOUT JUST MORE COMFORTING THAN GRATITUDE
QUENTLY BEEN THE CASE IN MYCHILD WHAT MIGHT BE TAKING THE DRIVER SO AS WHITE PERSON HAD BEEN
HOOD MOST RIDERS WERE AFRICAN LONG OPENLY POKING FUN IN FRONT TAUGHT TO FEEL SUPERIOR BUT TRUE

AMERICAN FEMALE MIDDLEAGED OR OF WHITE PEOPLE AT UNIFORMED GRATITUDE IS HUMBLING EXPERI
OLDER ALTHOUGH HAD NOTICED WHITE MALE FIGURE WHO HAD ONCE ENCE ITS ALSO DEMANDING ITAWAK
BUSES DRIVEN BY AFRICAN AMERI BEEN POWERFUL TIN GOD IN THE ENED NEED IN ME TO BECOME WOR
CANS SOME OF THEM WOMENTHIS SOUTH EVENTUALLYHE RETUMEDAND THY OF WHAT HAVE BEEN GIVEN
DRIVER WAS WHITE MAN NUMBED THE RIDE RESUMED CONVERSATION COLLECTIVE WHITE GUILT INCLUDED

MYMIND FOR THE FIRST TEN OR FIFTEEN CONTINUED TO FLOW AROUNDME AND CHILDISH ARROGANCE THAT TOLD ME
MINUTES THEN MY IMMEDIATE SUR FOUND THAT MY HEART WAS CRACK PEOPLE OF COLOR SHOULD BE GRATEFUL
ROUNDINGS CREPT BACK INTO AWARE MG OPEN LETTING TENYEAR OLDS FOR GESTURES OF TOLERANCE ON MY
NESS ALL AROUND MEWERETHE VOICES IMPOTENT FEAR ANGER AND SHAME PART ITS IRONIC TO ME NOWTO RE
OF AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN IN FLOW OUT OF MY BODY AND SEEP MEMBER HOWWHITE PEOPLE WHO
FULL TONE LAUGHTER HILARIOUS OR SILENTLY DOWN MY FACE TURNED BACKED INTEGRATION CONSTANTLY EN
IRONIC BODIES AND GESTURES LOOS TOWARD THE WINDOW TO HIDE MY COURAGED OTHER WHITES TO BE MORE
ENED IN SHARING TALES TEARS TOO LITTLE HAD CHANGED IN TOLERANT AS IF WE WERE THE ONES

THIS WAS KITCHEN TABLE TALK THE LITTLE ROCK BUT THIS HAD AND MY SUFFERINGFROMOURRACISTATTITUDES
KIND AFRICAN AMERICANS NEVER TEARS WERETEARS OF GRATITUDE WAS EVERY DAY IN LITTLE ROCK WHEN
USED TO LET SLIP IN FRONT OF WHITE GRATEFUL FOR GLIMPSE OF INTIMACY INTERACT WITH AFRICAN AMERICANS
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WHERE WORKOR IN ANY OTHER PUB RESPONSIBLITY FOR DISMANTLING RAC LIEVED THAT WOMENWERE MORALLY

LIC PLACE AM AMAZED AT THE TOLER ISM BY USING MY INFLUENCE WITH SUPERIOR TO MEN AND NEARLY DIED

ANCE SHOWNTO ME AS WHITE PER OTHER WHITE PEOPLE TO CHALLENGE IN BATTERING RELATIONSHIP WITH

SON GIVEN THE HISTORY OF THIS TOWN ECONOMIC INJUSTICE POLICE BRUTAL WOMANBEFORE COULD ADMIT THAT

AND THIS COUNTRY AND AT THE DE ITY COURTS WHERE JUSTICE IS SOLD TO SOME OF US ARE JUST AS DANGEROUS

GREE OF OPENNESS OFTEN RECEIVE THE PRIVILEGED PRISONS THAT ARE AS ANY MAN AFRICAN AMERICAN

BY DOING AS LITTLE AS MAKING EYE BECOMING APARTHEID HOMELANDS LITERATURE BRINGS HOME THE TRUTH

CONTACT AND LISTENING TO AN AFRI MEDIA DISTORTIONS AND SILENCE GOV RACISM WOUNDSAND SCARS PEOPLE

CAN AMERICAN STRANGER HOPE EMINENT INDIFFERENCE AND NE INCLUDING THOSE WHO DO MANAGE

SOMEDAY TO ACHEIVE EVEN HALF THE GLECTEVERY STRAND THATBINDSRAC TO SURVIVE AND EVEN THRIVE IT IS

DEGREE OF FAITH THE DEGREE OF HU ISM TOGETHER INTERESTING TO METO SEE THE AMOUNT

INANITY THIS WILLINGNESS TO TAKE FEELING AT SOUL LEVEL MY IN OF ATTENTION PAID IN OUR POPULAR

RISK DEMONSTRATES BUT DO FIND DEBTEDNESS TO AFRICAN AMERICANS CULTURE TO THE LIFELONG DAMAGE IN

THAT BY LETTING GO OF THE GUILT THAT HAS ALLOWED ME TO KNOW HOW DIVIDUALS SUFFER FROM SUCH TRAU

MADE MY EYES SLIDE ASIDE AND MUCH NEED PEOPLE OF COLOR AS MY MAS AS INCEST CHILD ABUSE NEGLECT

FILLED MY EARS WITH SELFIMPORTANT ALLIES IN THIS WORLD AND TO CARE RAPE AND BATTERING AM GLAD NO

WORRIES ABOUT DOING AND SAYING ENOUGH ABOUT WHAT HAPPENS TO TICE IS FINALLY BEING GIVEN TO THESE

THE RIGHT THING CAN ATTEND TO THE THEM TO RISK MY SAFETY AND PRIVI ISSUES BUT WOULD ALSO LIKE TO SEE

PERSON IN FRONT OF ME CAN ME LEGE GAMING MEANS GOING BACK TO OUR CULTURE ACKNOWLEDGETHAT RAC

SPOND IN WAY THAT ENHANCES MY SCHOOL BECAUSE BEING WHITE HAS ISIN ALTHOUGH DIFFERENT IS SURELY

FAITH AND MAKES ME MOREHUMAN MEANT NEVER NEEDING TO THINK AS DEVASTATING PARTICULARLY WHEN

AM LEARNING ALSO NOT TO EXPECT ABOUT MACE BEING SURE THAT MY COMBINED WITH THE HORRORS OF POV

OPENNESS TO ACCEPT THE FACT THAT VIEW OF THE WORLDMEANT REALITY ERTY HOWEXACTLY IS PERSON OF

MANY PEOPLE OF COLOR CANNOT AND TUNING OUT THE FEELINGS CULTURE COLOR SUPPOSED TO ESCAPE DYS

WILL NOT TOLERATE THE REAL POSSIBIL AND EXPERIENCES OF PEOPLEOF COLOR FUNCTIONALRELATIONSHIP WITH WHITE

ITY OF ANY FOOLISHNESS OR WORSEON AS ONE WAY OF LEARNING HAVE SOCIETY WHERE CAN ONE GO TO RE

MYPART THAT RESPONSE IS CERTAINLY INTRNERSED MYSELF FOR THE LAST TEN COVER FROM RACIST ABUSE THAT NEVER

NOT RACISM ON THEIR PART AND IT YEARS IN FICTION POETRY AND BIOG STOPS AFRICAN AMERICAN LITEMA

DOES NOT LET ME OFF THE HOOK IN THE RAPHIES BY PEOPLE OF COLOR PAR TURE MAKES IT CLEAR THAT PEOPLE

LEAST TICULARLY AFRICAN AMERICAN BEHAVE NOBLY WHEN THEY DO AT

IRONICALLY COLLECTIVEWHITE GUILT WOMENTHIS LITERATURE IS KITCHEN GREAT COST AND IN SPITE OF INJURY

ALLOWS EACH INDIVIDUAL WHITE PER TABLE TALK BROUGHT TO HIGH ART NOT BECAUSE OF IT AM GLAD THAT

SON TO MAINTAIN CHILDS POSE OF FORM IT SPEAKS TO ME WITH AN INTI OPPRESSION DOES NOT ENOBLE US IF

INNOCENCE AND POWERLESSNESSIT INACY THAT FEWPEOPLE OF COLOR CAN RACISM WERE ABOUT TURNING PEOPLE

STARTED LONG BEFORE WASBORN ITS RISK WITH ME IN PERSON IT HAS BEEN INTO SAINTS WHYWOULD WEWANT TO

NOT MY FAULT THERES NOTHING FOUNTAIN OF WISDOM THAT ALLOWS STOP IT

CAN DO ABOUT IT ANYWAY TO START ME TO BEGIN TO APPRECIATE BOTH NO AMOUNT OF READING COULD

GROWING UP MUST REPLACE COL WHAT WEHAVE IN COMMONAND THE TEACH ME TO KNOWRACISM FROM THE

LECTIVE GUILT WITH THE CONCEPTS OF VARIOUS UNIQUE FLAVORS OF AFRICAN INSIDE PEOPLE OF COLOR WILL ALWAYS

COLLECTIVE PRIVILEGE AND COLLECTIVE AMERICAN LIFE BE THE EXPERTS AND THE LEADERS ON

RESPONSIBILITY NEED TO ACKNOWL THIS LITERATURE DELIGHTS WHILE IT THIS ISSUE AS WHITE PERSON IVE

EDGEANDLEARNFROININYINDIVIDUAL EDUCATES BUT IT DOES NOT ROINANTI BEEN TAUGHT THAT THE ONLY WORTHY

MISTAKES WHILE RECOGNIZING THE CIZE THE MYTH THAT OPPRESSION RESULTS ARE THOSE THAT SURPASS OTH

HUGE AMOUNT OF ADVANTAGE WHITE MAKES PEOPLE NOBLE PERVADES OUR EMS TO DEVOTE MYSELF TO UNDER

SKIN HAS GIVEN ME EVERY DAY OF SOCIETY BOTH LIBERALS AND THE OP STANDING RACISM AND PURSUING JUS

MY LIFE REGARDLESS OF HOW BE PRESSED THEMSELVES OFTEN TEND TO TICE WHEN AM GUARANTEED NEVER

HAVED MUST ASSUME MYSHARE OF BELIEVE IT FOR INSTANCE ONCE BE TO REACH THE TOP FLIES IN THE FACE OF
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CONDITIONING BUT IT FILLS OTHER LYNN FROST WHOCANGUIDEVOU TO RIGHTWINGIHAVEFOUNDTHATLEAM
NEEDS NOT TO BE THE BEST AT OTHERS THE BOOKS AUDIO TAPES AND VIDEOS ING AND DOING GO HAND IN HAND
EXPENSE BUT TO DO BETTER BY EVERY YOU NEED THE PUBLIC LIBRARY ALSO THAT THE MIND AND HEART FOLLOW

ONE TO CONTRIBUTE THROUGH ACTION HAS SUBSTANTIAL COLLECTION BY AF WHERE THE BODY LEADS

INSTEADOFPROFITINGBYDOINGNOTH RICAN AMERICANS AND THE MAIN MOST OF THE WOMENS PROJECTS

ING AS DO SO BECOME SMARTER BRANCH HAS LIST OF THESE BOOKS WORK IS DONE BY ACTIVE VOLUNTEERS
AND TOUGHER IN MY STRUGGLES AS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST AT THE CIRCULA WHILE THE STAFF PROVIDE SUCH ES
WOMAN LESBIAN PERSON WITH TION DESK URGE YOU TO LEND YOUR SENTIALS AS MEETING PLACE LIBRARY
DISABILITIES AND GAIN POWERFUL PERSONAL AS WELL AS YOUR FINANCIAL TELEPHONES MAILING LISTS COPIERS
ALLIES VISION AND GUIDANCE WOULD LIKE

THESE DAYS AM LEARNING TO START READINGAUDIOVIDEO
THROUGH THE WOMENSPROJECT THE GROUP CENTERED ON WORKS BY AND
FIRST FENIRUST ORGANIZATION HAVE ABOUT PEOPLE OF COLOR THAT WOULD
SEEN AND SUSPECT STILL ONE OF HELP US UNDERSTAND RACISM AND
FEW THAT TRULY PLACES ANTIRACIST AM GLAD THAT OUR STAKE IN FIGHTING IT WOULD
WORK ON PAR WITH FIGHTING SEX ALSO LIKE TO EXPAND THE WATCHCARE
ISM AND ONE THAT DOES NOT SHUFFLE OPPRESSION DOES NOT PROJECT TO INCLUDE GROUP OF

HOMOPHOBIA OR ANY OTHER UNPOPU WOMENAND MEN WHO ARE WILLING
LAR ISSUE TO THE BOTTOM OF THE ENABLE US IF RACISM WERE TO MONITOR AND ANALYZE LOCAL NEWS
AGENDA IN ORDER TO GAIN ACCEP STORIES FOR INCIDENTS AND ATTITUDES
TANCE NOTHING HAS HELPED ME ABOUT TURNING PEOPLE THAT CREATE THE CLIMATE OF HATRED
UNDERSTAND RACISM MORE OR FEEL WHICH LEADS TO ACTS OF VIOLENCE
MORE PRODUCTIVE AND HOPEFUL

INTO SAINTS WHYWOULD AND TO TAKE THE FURTHER STEP OF

FIGHTING IT THAN THE WORK WRITING WRITING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR THAT
AND FRIENDSHIP OF SUZANNE PHARR WEWANT TO STOP IT

COUNTER THIS HATRED TO MAKE THE

KERRY LOBEL JANET PERKINS AND VOICES OF JUSTICELOVING PEOPLE
KELLY MITCHELLCLARK AND THE STO HEARD IN OUR COMMUNITIES OP
RIES AND ENERGY CONTRIBUTED BY PRESSION THRIVES ON SILENCE EVEN

MANY MANY OTHERS HAVE WORKED MORE THAN ON HATE SPEECH KNOW
AND PARTIED WITH AT THE WOMENS SUPPORT TO THE WORK WE DO TO OP THAT MYSELF HAVE STAYED SILENT

PROJECT OVER THE LAST TEN YEARS POSE OPPRESSION WEHAVE NET OUT OF SENSE THAT COULD NEVER
THESE WOMENARE FAR AHEAD OF ME WORK OF WATCHCARE VOLUNTEERS FIND TIME AND ENERGY TO RESPOND
ON THE ROAD AND AM GRATEFUL FOR WHOMONITOR INCIDENTS OF HATE VIO TO ALL THE RACISM SEE IN THE NEWS
ALL THEY HAVE TAUGHT ME AND THE LENCE AND THE ACTIVITIES OF WHITE BUT IN FACT WE CAN AND SHOULD

PATIENCE THEY HAVE SHOWN SUPREMACISTS AROUND THESTATE THE DIVIDE THIS WORK AND WE DONT
ENCOURAGE THOSE OF YOU WHO MIWATCH PROGRAM NEEDS VOL NEED TO BE GIFTED WRITERS TO DO IT

WANT TO TRANSFORM THE WORLD WE UNTEERS TO TRANSPORT CHILDREN FROM WE CAN HELP EACH OTHER FIND THE
HAVE INHERITED THOSE OF YOU WHO AROUNDTHE STATE TO VISIT THEIR MOTH WORDSAND THE ACT OF SPEAKING UP
WANT TO MAKE DIFFERENCE BUT ERS IN PRISON COME HANG OUT AND AND SIGNING OUR NAMES TO WHATWE
HAVE NOT BEEN SURE HOW TO GET STUFF ENVELOPES JOIN ONE OF OUR STAND FOR IS THE MOST ELOQUENT
INVOLVED THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVE PHONE BANKS OR PUT YOUR NAMEON THING WECAN DO IT IS RISKTAKING
FELT IMMOBILIZED BY FEAR OR GUILT LIST OF THOSE WHO ARE WILLING TO PRIVILEGESHARING WORK LEAVE
TO USE THE WOMENS PROJECT AS PARTICIPATE IN SILENT VIGILS OF PRO MESSAGE FOR ME AT THE WOMENS
PLACE TO LEARN AS YOU CONTRIBUTE TO TEST WHEN WHITE SUPREMACISTS LIKE PROJECT IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN

OUR WORK WEHAVE WONDERFUL THOM ROBB MAKE PUBLIC APPEAR THESE IDEAS OR IF YOU HAVE SOME
LIBRARY OF LITERATURE BY PEOPLE OF ANCES TO MAKE VISIBLE COUNTER IDEA OF YOUR OWN THAT YOU WOULD
COLOR AND WONDERFUL LIBRARIAN FORCE TO THE GROWING POWEROF THE LIKE TO GET OFF THE GROUND
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