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DEGREES OF
CHANGE

MYLES HORTONS LIFETIME COMMITMENT TO RADICAL EDUCATION

BY SUE THRASHER

FIRST READ ABOUT HIM IN 1961 MY HOMETOWN ANSWERS BY POOLING THEIR KNOWLEDGE

NEWSPAPER SMALL EIGHTPAGE WEEKLY WAS SUDDENLY AFTER GRADUATING FROM CUMBERLAND UNIVERSITY HE

FILLED WITH STORIES ABOUT THE LOCAL MAN ACCUSED OF SPENT THE NEXT FOUR YEARS LOOKING FOR MODEL FOR THE KIND

RUNNING COMMUNIST TRAINING SCHOOL THE STORY RAN FOR OF SCHOOL HE WANTED TO CREATE HIS QUEST TOOK HIM TO

SEVERAL WEEKS AND WAS DEFINITELY THE BIGGEST STORY OF THE UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

YEAR
AND FINALLY TO DENMARK FOR CLOSER LOOK AT THE DANISH

DIDNT KNOW ANYTHING AT THE TIME ABOUT THE CIVIL FOLK HIGH SCHOOLS FINALLY ON CHRISTMAS EVE IN

RIGHTS MOVEMENT BUT HAVING GROWN UP IN COLD WAR COPENHAGEN HE ADMITTED THAT HE WOULD NEVER HAVE ALL THE

AMERICA THOUGHT THAT COMMUNISM HAD TO DO WITH THE ANSWERS UNTIL HE HAD PLACE SITUATION AND PEOPLE ON

THREAT OF FOREIGN DOMINATION THESE ARTICLES WERE ONE OF HIS NOTECARDS HE WROTE PURPOSE AND SITUATION

CONFUSING HOWEVER THE ONLY CRITERIA FOR BEING CALLED DEPEND ON FACTORS YOU CANT KNOWANYTHING ABOUTFORGET

COMMUNIST APPEARED TO BE ADVOCATING
ALL THE METHODSFIND THE PLACETHE

INTERRACIAL GATHERINGS THIS MAN MYLES PEOPLETHE SITUATION USE YOUR IDEAS

HORTON ADMITTED TO THAT FOR MOST OF HIS LIFE AS LODESTONE AND MOVE INTO THE

IT WAS ANOTHER THREE YEARS BEFORE MYLES WAS OUTSIDE THING AND START

ACTUALLY MET HIM CNTICAL YEARS
IN THE FALL OF 1932 MYLES AND

BETWEEN 1961 AND 1964 THAT DRASTI THE MAINSTREAM HIS NEW PARTNER DON WEST MOVED

CALLY CHANGED US AND THE REGION LEFT RADICAL EDUCATOR INTO THE SMALL COMMUNITY OF

OUR HOMETOWN AND WENT TO SCHOOL IN
SUMMERFIELD AND OPENED THE DOORS

NASHVILLE WHERE THERE WAS AN ACTIVE
WHOSE COMMITMENT TO OF THEIR FOLK SCHOOL IN SHORT ORDER

CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT BEGAN TO PUT SOCIAL JUSTICE EXACTED THEY WERE OFFERING CLASSES TO THE

TOGETHER VALUES HAD LEARNED IN
HIGH PRICE

LOCAL COMMUNITY AND BEGINNING TO

COUNTRY METHODIST CHURCH WITH THE JOURNEY TO THE SMALL TOWN OF WILDER

EVERYDAY CONTRADICTIONS SWIRLING
TENNESSEE WHERE COAL MINERS

AROUND ME AND GRADUALLY BECAME AN ACTIVE PARTICIPANT IN STRIKE WAS IN PROGRESS AFTER GATHERING INFORMATION ABOUT

THE MOVEMENT
THREATS ON THE LIFE OF THE STRIKE LEADER MYLES WAS ARRESTED

LIKE MANY OTHER WHITE SOUTHERNERS DEVELOPED THE CHARGE GETTING INFORMATION AND GOING BACK AND

LOVEHATE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE REGION AND FOUGHT LOSING TEACHING IT HE LIKED TO RECALL YEARS LATER THAT IT WAS THE

BATTLE TO DENY MY CULTURAL ROOTS THE EASTER BOMBING OF ONLY TIME THE CHARGES AGAINST HIM HAD BEEN ON TARGET

FOUR YOUNG GIRLS IN BIRMINGHAM CHURCH IN 1963 MADE THROUGHOUT THE 1930S AND 40S HIGHLANDER WAS

ME UNDERSTAND ONCE AND FOR ALL THAT IF DIDNT SPEAK AND PREDOMINANTLY LABOR SCHOOL WORKING CLOSELY WITH THE

ACT ON BEHALF OF MY OWN VALUES OTHERS WOULD SPEAK FOR MEMBER UNIONS OF THE CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZA

ME TIONS ALTHOUGH THE SCHOOL OPERATED WITH AN INTERRACIAL

DECIDED TO STAY AND FIGHT IT WAS INEVITABLE THAT MY POLICY IT WAS CLEARLY AN ISLAND IN THE SEGREGATED ENVIRON

INVOLVEMENT IN THE MOVEMENT WOULD LEAD ME TO THE MENT OF THE SOUTH

HIGHLANDER CENTER AND TO THE MAN WHOSE COMMUNIST UNION MEMBERS FOUND THAT THEIR EDUCATION CAME AS

TRAINING SCHOOL HAD BEEN CLOSED BY THE STATE OF TENNES MUCH FROM THEIR SOCIAL AND LIVING ARRANGEMENTS WHILE AT

SEE HIGHLANDER AS FROM THEIR CLASSES ON HOWTO PUT OUT LOCAL

NEWSLETTER OR RUN MEETING USING PARLIAMENTARY PROCE

MYLES HORTONS IDEA OF SCHOOL FOR MOUN DURE IT SOON BECAME CLEAR TO THE STAFF THAT THE MOVEMENT

TAM PEOPLE HAD TAKEN SHAPE IN THE DEPRESSION SOUTH OF FOR EQUALITY HAD TO BE THE NEXT ITEM ON THE AGENDA AND IN

THE LATE 1920S AS VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL TEACHER IN THE EARLY 1953 ONE YEAR BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT DECISION

SMALL CUMBERLAND MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY OF OZONE TEN ON BROWN VS BOARD OF EDUCATION HIGHLANDER BEGAN

NESSEE HORTONDISCOVERED THAT AS TEACHER HE DIDNT NEED PLANNING SERIES OF WORKSHOPS TO HELP COMMUNITY

TO HAVE ALL THE ANSWERS PEOPLE COULD FIND THEIR OWN LEADERS PREPARE FOR DESEGREGATION
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THOSE WORKSHOPS AND THE AFTEIMATH OF THE BROWN AND TALKIN WITH COMMUNITY EDUCATORS AND ACTIVISTS

DECISION WERE THE BEGINNING OF AN INTENSE 20YEAR MYLES ALWAYS BROUGHT BACK WHAT HE HAD LEARNED TO

STRUGGLE IN WHICH THE WORK OF THE SCHOOL FOCUSED ALMOST THE HIGHLANDER STAFF AND ADVOCATED PERSISTENFLY THAT ANY

ENTIRELY ON THE FREEDOM MOVEMENT IT WAS DURING THIS WORK AROUND ISSUES OF SOCIAL CHANGE AND JUSTICE IN THIS

PERIOD THAT MYLES HELPED DEVELOP ONE OF THE MOST COUNTRY HAD TO BE WITHIN AN INTERNATIONAL CONTEXT IN

EXTRAORDINARY LITERACY PROGRAMS IN THE NATIONTHE CITI 1983 HE HELPED ORGANIZE AN EXCHANGE BETWEEN LATIN

ZENSHIP SCHOOLSTHAT BEGAN ON SMALL ISLAND OFF THE AMERICAN AND NORTH AMERICAN ADULT EDUCATORS AN EN

COAST OF CHARLESTON AND SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE SOUTH COUNTER THAT LED TO FURTHER EXCHANGES AND THE DEVELOPMENT

BLACK PEOPLE WERE TAUGHT BY OTHER BLACK PEOPLE HOW TO OF AN INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM COMMITTEE AT HIGHLANDER

READ AND WRITE AND VOTE FOR MOST OF HIS LIFE MYLES WAS OUTSIDE THE MAIN

ALTHOUGH HIGHLANDER HAD ALWAYS BEEN CONTROVERSIAL STREAM RADICAL EDUCATOR WHOSE COMMITMENT TO SOCIAL

ITS INCREASING INVOLVEMENT IN THE CIVIL RIGHTS STRUGGLE JUSTICE EXACTED HIGH PRICE HE WAS PHYSICALLY BEATEN

MADE IT EVEN MORE VULNERABLE AND IN 1959 STATE TROOPERS VERBALLY HARASSED AND NEVER HAD MUCH IN THE WAY OF

STAGED RAID ON THE SCHOOL MATERIAL GOODS FINALLY IN THE

AND ARRESTED SEVERAL STAFF MEM LATE 1970S HIS WORK AS AN

BERS IT WAS THE OPENING SALVO EDUCATOR BEGAN TO GAIN RECOG

IN AN ALLOUT CAMPAIGN BY THE NITION AND LATE IN LIFE HE WAS

STATE TO CLOSE THE SCHOOL AN THE RECIPIENT OF SEVERAL AWARDS

INVESTIGATION BY THE STATE LEG AND HONORARY DEGREES HE WAS

ISLATURE AND SENSATIONALIZED NOT IMPRESSED BY ANY OF THIS

TRIAL IN GRUNDY COUNTY FOL RECOGNITION BUT USED EACH

LOWED IN 1961 THE SCHOOL OCCASION TO ADVOCATE HIS PHI

CHARTER WAS REVOKED AND ALL LOSOPHY OF EDUCATION AND SO

OF ITS ASSETS WERE SEIZED AND CIAL CHANGE

SOLD AT PUBLIC AUCTION WHEN BILL MOYERS DID

WHEN THE DOORS TO THE TWOHOUR SPECIAL PROFILE ON

HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL WERE HIM MOYERS HAD HARD TIME

PADLOCKED BY THE GRUNDY FINISHING QUESTION BEFORE

COUNTY SHERIFF IN 1961 MYLES MYLES WOULD BEGIN TO AN

RESPONDED THAT YOU CAN PADLOCK BUILDING BUT NOT AN SWER TEASED ABOUT THIS LATER MYLES SIMPLY RESPONDED

IDEA HIGHLANDER IS AN IDEA HE SAID YOU CANT KILL IT HE GETS TO BE ON TELEVISION ALL THE TIME THIS WAS MY ONLY

AND YOU CANT CLOSE IT IN IT WILL GROW WHEREVER PEOPLE CHANCE

TAKE IT HIS EXPERIENTIAL PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION WAS MOST

OPERATING UNDER NEW CHARTER AS THE HIGHLANDER SIMILAR TO THAT OF POPULAR EDUCATORS FROM THE THIRD WORLD

RESEARCH AND EDUCATION CENTER THE IDEA WAS TAKEN TO THE SUCH AS PAULO FREIRE AND HE CALLED IT EDUCATION FOR SOCIAL

FREEDOM MOVEMENT OF MISSISSIPPI SUMMER THE POOR CHANGE IT WAS BASED ON RESPECT FOR PEOPLES KNOWLEDGE

PEOPLES MARCH ON WASHINGTON THE ANTIPOVERTY AND AND FIRM BELIEF THAT PEOPLE COULD CHANGE HE USED TO SAY

STRIPMINING MOVEMENTS IN APPALACHIA THE OCCUPATIONAL THAT YOU ALWAYS HAVE TO LOOK AT PEOPLE WITH TWO EYES

HEALTH AND SAFETY STRUGGLES OF COTTON MILL WORKERS AND SEEING THEM AS THE PERSON THEY ARE NOW AND ALSO SEEING

COAL MINERS AND TO WORKPLACES AND COMMUNITIES CON THEM AS THE PERSON THEY COULD BECOME

CEMED ABOUT SAFE TOXICFREE ENVIRONMENT WHILE MYLES WAS MASTER STORYTELLER HE KNEW THAT

TELLING STORIES AND SHARING EXPERIENCES WAS ONLY THE

THE SOUTHERN MOUNTAIN SCHOOL THAT MYLES BEGINNING OF LEARNING THE NEXT STEP WAS COLLECTIVE

ENVISIONED IS NOW IN ITS 58TH YEAR SINCE HIS DEATH IN
ANALYSIS OF THOSE EXPERIENCES IN ORDER TO CHANGE CONCRETE

JANUARY 1990 SEVERAL PEOPLE HAVE ASKED WHAT WILL SITUATIONS HE MAINTAINED THAT AN UNEXAMINED EVENT WAS

HAPPEN TO HIGHLANDER NOWWHILE IT IS TRUE THAT MYLES MERELY HAPPENING
EMBODIED THE IDEA OF HIGHLANDER MORE THAN ANY OTHER HE WORKED RIGHT UP UNTIL THE FINAL WEEKS OF HIS LIFE

SINGLE INDIVIDUAL IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT HIGHLANDER WAS NEVER
SAVING SOME OF HIS LAST ENERGY FOR MEETING WITH PAULO

ONEPERSON OPERATION FROM THE BEGINNING HE WORKED FREIRE SO THAT THE TWO OF THEM COULD DISCUSS THEIR

IN CONCERT WITH OTHERS
FORTHCOMING SPOKEN BOOK HE BATTLED CANCER WITH THE

DON WEST JIM DOMBROWSKI ZILPHIA JOHNSON WHO SAME FEROCITY THAT HE HAD BATTLED ALL OF LIFES OTHER

MYLES FELL IN LOVE WITH AND MARRIED RALPH TEFFERTELLER
INJUSTICES AND IN DOING SO CONTINUED TO TEACH ALL OF US

ZILLA HAWES AND MARY LAWRENCE ALL HELPED BUILD AROUNDHIM ABOUT THE VALUE OF LIFE

SOUTHERN LABOR MOVEMENT THROUGH THEIR WORK WITH HIGH HAD NO IDEA IN 1961 THAT THE MAN WITH THE SOCALLED

LANDER SEPTIMA CLARK AND BERNICE ROBINSON WERE INSTRU COMMUNIST TRAINING SCHOOL WOULD BECOME MAJOR MENTOR
MENTAL IN CREATING NURTURING AND EXPANDING THE CITIZEN AND FRIEND THE FIRST THING HE TAUGHT ME WAS THAT DIDNT

SHIP SCHOOLS HAVE TO BE ASHAMED OF BEING FROM THE SOUTH THE SECOND

IN 1971 MYLES RETIRED OFFICIALLY FROM HIS CAPACITY AS WAS THAT HAD RESPONSIBILITY TO CHANGE IT AM ONE OF

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF HIGHLANDER KNOWING THAT IT WAS

NECESSARY FOR NEWLEADERSHIP TO EMERGE HE NEVER LOST HIS
MULTITUDE OF PEOPLE WHOSE LIVES HE TOUCHED AND

CURIOSITY ABOUT THE WORLD AND PEOPLE WORKING TO CHANGE
CHANGED HIS IDEAS WILL GO WHERE ALL OF US TAKE THEM

IT AND HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE DAYTODAY ACTIVITIES SUE THRASHEIL OF SAVANNAH TCNNCSSEC WAS ON THE STAFF OF THE HIGHLANDER

ALLOWED HIM TO TRAVEL TO CHINA SOUTHEAST ASIA INDIA CENTERFROM 1978 TO 1986 SHE IS CURRENTLY WORKINGON DOCTORATE AT THE CENTER

NEW ZEALAND AND THROUGHOUT LATIN AMERICA MEETING FOR INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION AT THE UNIVERSITY OF UASSACHTSSETTS
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