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DIFFERENT THEY WERE SINGING THERE ONCE WAS UNION MAID AND IM ROXANNE DUNBARORTIZ PATRIMONY7 FROM RED DIRT GROWING UP OKIE NY VERSO

WORKING FOR THE UNION WAS CONFUSED ASKED THE STUDENT NEXT TO ME PRESS 1997 4348
WHERE THAT SONG CAME FROM AND SHE SAID WOODYGUTHRIE YOU NEVER

HEARD IT FOUR
NOT THAT WAY THOUGHT IT WAS ANOTHER SONG SAID

OF COURSE SOON LEARNED ABOUT WOODYGUTHRIE AND THAT HE HAD

GROWNUP NOT FAR FROM WHERE MY MOTHER HAD MY MOTHER USED TO PATRIMONY
PLAY AND SING THAT OLD TRADITIONAL SONG PRAIRIE RED WING EVERY DAY

POUNDING OUT THE TUNE ON OUR OLD OUTOFTUNE UPRIGHT PIANO WITH

CHIPPED KEYS THERE ONCE LIVED AN INDIAN MAID MAMA PLAYED BY WHICH SIDE ARE YOU ON BROTHER

EAR AND PERFECTED MANY FOLK SONGS AND HYMNS BUT PRAIRIE RED WING WHICH SIDE ARE OU ON

WAS MY FAVORITE SOMETIMES MAMA CRIED WHEN SHE SANG THAT SONG AND FLORENCE REESE

TOLD ME IT WAS ABOUT HER MOTHER AND AT DUSK ON SUMMER EVENINGS

SHED POINT TO THE EVENING STAR AND SAY THAT WAS HER MOTHER WHODIED

WHEN SHE WAS FIVE SHE REMEMBERED HER MOTHERS FUNERAL THE SIX

WHITE HORSES PULLING THE SHINY BLACK HEARSE TO THE CEMETERY

ONE DAY ILL BE RICH AND ILL BUY YOU BIG HOUSE WITH BATHROOM

AND GIVE YOU FUNERAL JUST LIKE THAT WOULD ASSURE HER

THINK MAMA AS WOULD LATER RECONSTRUCTED MEMORY OF HER

MOTHER AND THE FUNERAL FROM SONGS ESPECIALLY CAN THE CIRCLE BE

UNBROKEN ABOUT CHILDS LOSS OF MOTHER BY 1950 FOUR MILLION PEOPLE OR NEARLY QUARTER OF ALL THE PEOPLE
BORN IN OKLAHOMA TEXAS ARKANSAS OR MISSOURI LIVED OUTSIDE THAT

REGION THIRD OF THEM SETTLED IN CALIFORNIA WHILE MOST OF THE OTHERSWAS STANDING BY THE WINDOW

ON COLD AND CLOUDY DAY
MOVED TO ARIZONA NEW MEXICO OREGON AND WASHINGTON THE BEST

WHEN SAW THE HEARSE COME ROLLING
KNOWNPART OF THIS TREK WESTWARD IS THE PERIOD OF THE DUST BOWL THE

FOR TO CARRY MY MOTHER AWAY
THIRTIES WHEN THE MAJORITY OF THE MIGRANTS FIRST CAMPED AND THEN
SETTLED MAINLY IN THE AGRICULTURAL VALLEYS OF CALIFORNIA BUT OKLAHOMA

YES FOLLOWED CLOSE BEHIND HER SETTLERS HAD ALREADY BEEN MOVING WEST EVER SINCE THEY BEGAN HOME
TRIED TO CHEER UP AND BE BRAVE STEADING IN OKLAHOMA IN THE 1890S DURING WORLD WAR II MANY OF
BUT MY SORROWS COULD NOT HIDE THEM THE CENTRAL VALLEY DUST BOWL MIGRANTS MOVED NEARER THE DEFENSE
WHEN THEY LAID HER IN THE GRAVE PLANTS PARTICULARLY AROUND LOS ANGELES WHILE HALFMILLION MORE

SOUTHWESTERN MIGRANTS DUBBED DEFENSE OKIES ARRIVED TO TAKE WARWENT BACK HOME LORD COLD AND LONESOME
TIME JOBS THE

GREAT MAJORITY OF THEM MAINTAINED TIES BACK HOMESINCE MY MOTHER SHE WAS GONE
THE CORE GROUP OF THOSE DESIGNATED AS OKIES ARE DESCENDANTS OFALL MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS CRYING

WHAT HOMESO SAD AND LONE
ULSTERSCOT SCOTCHIRISH COLONIAL FRONTIER SETTLERS USUALLY THE
DESCENDANTS OF ULSTERSCOTS SAY THAT THEIR ANCESTORS CAME TO AMERICA

AND SOMEHOW ALWAYS KNEW MAMA WAS TELLING ME HER LIFE STORY FROM IRELAND BUT THEIR TREK WAS MORE COMPLICATED THAN THAT THE
WHENSHE SANG ABOUT THE POOR LITTLE INDIAN MAID PRAIRIE RED WING ULSTERSCOTS WERE PEOPLE BORN AND BRED OF EMPIRE THEY WERE
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PROTESTANT SCOTTISH SETTLERS IN THE ENGLISH COLONY IN NORTHERN IRELAND LOWLANDER AND HIGHLANDER OLDER SETTLERS AND NEWCOMERS REMAINED
WHERE THE INDIGENOUS IRISH INHABITANTS WERE CATHOLIC LOYAL TO THE ENGLISH CROWNTHE ULSTERSCOTS HOWEVER WERE IN THE

DURING THE EARLY 1600S THE ENGLISH CROWNCONQUERED NORTHERN FOREFRONT OF THE STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE AND FORMED THE BACKBONE
IRELAND AND DECLARED HALFMILLION ACRES OF LAND OPEN TO SETTLEMENT OF WASHINGTONS FIGHTING FORCES MOST OF THE NAMES AT VALLEY FORGE
UNDER ENGLISH PROTECTION THE SETTLERS WHOCONTRACTED WITH THE DEVIL WERE SCOTSIRISH MY ANCESTORS THEY SAW THEMSELVES AND THEIR DE
OF EARLY COLONIALISM CAME MOSTLY FROM WESTERN SCOTLAND SCOTLAND SCENDANTS SEE THEMSELVES AS THE TRUE AND AUTHENTIC PATRIOTS THE ONES
ITSELF ALONG WITH WALES HAD PRECEDED IRELAND AS COLONIAL NOTCHES IN WHOSPILLED BLOOD FOR INDEPENDENCE AND SPILLED RIVERS OF BLOOD TO

THE BELT OF ENGLISH EXPANSION THE ENGLISH POLICY OF EXTERMINATING ACQUIRE INDIAN LAND WHO WON THE LAND BY BLOODRIGHT LEAVING
INDIANS IN NORTH AMERICA WAS FORESHADOWED BY THE ENGLISH COLONIZA BLOODY FOOTPRINTS ACROSS THE CONTINENT THE BOOKS WRITTEN ABOUT THE
TION OF NORTHERN IRELAND THE CELTIC SOCIAL SYSTEM WAS SYSTEMATICALLY FRONTIER SETTLERS FILL LIBRARIES BUT NONE FULFILL THE DREAM OF OSCAR
ATTACKED TRADITIONAL SONGS AND MUSIC FORBIDDEN WHOLE CLANS EXTER AMERINGER IMMIGRANT FROM BAVARIA AND US SOCIALIST

PARTY LEADER

MINATED WHILE THE ENTIRE POPULATION WAS BRUTALIZED WILD IRISH DURING MY GRANDFATHERS WOBBLY DAYS

RESERVATION WAS EVEN ATTEMPTED

BY 1630 THE NEW SETTLERS IN ULSTER 21000 ENGLISH AND 150000 WISH SOMEONE WOULD LOOK UP THE NAMES ON THE ROSTER OF WASHINGTONS ARMY AT

LOWLAND SCOTS WERE MORE NUMEROUS THAN ENGLISH SETTLERS IN ALL
VALLEY FORGEAND TRACE THE BLOODY FOOTPRINTS OF THEIR DESCENDANTSACROSS THE NORTH

NORTH AMERICA IN 1641 THE INDIGENOUS IRISH REBELLED AND KILLED AMERICAN CONTINENT UNTIL THEY WERE WASHED UP AND WASHED OUT ON THE SHORE OF

10000 SETTLERS YET THE SCOTTISH SETTLERS CONTINUED TO POUR IN WITH THE PACIFIC WHAT AN ALLAMERICAN ODYSSEY IT WOULD MAKE WHAT
GREAT HISTORY

THE LARGEST NUMBER ARRIVING BETWEEN 1690 AND 1697 AFTER KING WIL OF THE RISE AND FALL OF AMERICAN CIVILIZATION

HAMS VICTORY AT THE BATTLE OF THE BOYNE THEY FORMED MAJORITY OF THE

POPULATION IN SOME AREAS FROM WHICH THE INDIGENOUS IRISH HAD BEEN DURING THE LAST TWO DECADES OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY FIRST AND
REMOVED SECONDGENERATION ULSTERSCOTS CONTINUED TO MOVE WESTWARD INTO THE

SO THE ULSTERSCOTS WERE ALREADY SEASONED COLONIAHISTS BEFORE THEY OHIO VALLEY WEST VIRGINIA KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE THEY WERE THE

BEGAN TO FILL THE RANKS OF SETTLERS TO THE ENGLISH COLONIES IN NORTH PREDOMINANT ELEMENT IN THE WESTWARD POPULATION MOVEMENT MAIN
AMERICA IN THE EARLY EIGHTEENTH CENTURY BEFORE EVER MEETING NATIVE TAMING MANY OF THE SCOTS WAYS WITH NONSCOTS SETTLERS TENDING TO BE
AMERICANS THE ULSTERSCOTS HAD PERFECTED SCALPING FOR BOUNTY ON THE ABSORBED LIKE DANIEL BOONE WHOSE HERITAGE WAS ENGLISH AND
INDIGENOUS IRISH THE ULSTERSCOTS WERE THE FOOT SOLDIERS OF EMPIRE WELSH ULSTERSCOTS WERE OVERWHELMINGLY FRONTIER SETTLERS RATHER

AND THEY AND THEIR DESCENDANTS FORMED THE SHOCK TROOPS OF THE WEST THAN SCOUTS EXPLORERS OR FUR TRADERS THEY CLEARED FORESTS BUILT LOG
WARD MOVEMENT THAT IS OF THE EXPANDING UNITED STATES CONTINENTAL CABINS AND KILLED INDIANS FORMING WALL OF PROTECTION FOR THE NEW
EMPIRE

US AND DURING TIMES OF WAREMPLOYING THEIR FIGHTING SKILLS EFFECTIVELY
ULSTERSCOT IMMIGRATION TO NORTH AMERICA REPRESENTED MASS THEY RESTLESSLY MOVED THREE OR FOUR TIMES BEFORE SETTLING AT LEAST

MOVEMENT BETWEEN 1720 AND THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE MOST OF SEMIPERMANENTLY

THEM HEADED FOR THE WESTERN BORDERS OF THE COLONIES AND BUILT COM THE MAJORITY OF ULSTERSCOT SETTLERS WERE CASHPOOR AND HAD TO

MUNITIES ON THE FRONTIER WHERE THEY PREDOMINATED DURING THE INDENTURE THEMSELVES TO PAY FOR THEIR PASSAGE TO NORTH AMERICA BUT
FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR OF 175463 THE ENGLISH ARMIES AND COLONIAL ONCE SETTLED THEY CAME TO PREDOMINATE NOT ONLY AS SOLDIERSETTLERS

MILITIAS WERE LARGELY MADE UP OF ULSTERSCOTS BY THE TIME OF US BUT ALSO AS CONTRIBUTORS IN THE FIELDS OF MEDICINE RELIGION AND EDUCA
INDEPENDENCE SCOTS MAINLY ULSTERSCOTS MADE UP AROUND ONESIXTH TION PERHAPS MOST IMPORTANT BY THE END OF THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY
OF THE POPULATION OF THE THIRTEEN COLONIES AND IN SOME STATES LIKE THE SCOTTISH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH WAS THE LARGEST STRONGEST AND MOST
PENNSYLVANIA THIRD DURING THE REVOLUTION MOSTSCOTTISH SETTLERS INFLUENTIAL CHURCH NEXT TO NEW ENGLANDS CONGREGATIONALIST CHURCH
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ULSTERSCOT MEMBERSHIP IN THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH WANED ON THE ISRAEL ESTABLISHED BY GODGIVEN COVENANT

FRONTIER BUT THE NEW EVANGELICAL SECTS RETAINED SOME CALVINIST DOC BUT IT IS NOT THAT SIMPLE POTENT MEMORIES INFORM MY BROAD THEO
TRINES PARTICULARLY THE NOTION OF THE PEOPLE OF THE COVENANT COM RIES AND CONCLUSIONS CANNOT FORGET MY GRANDFATHER AND HIS TIME THE

MANDED BY GOD TO GO INTO THE WILDERNESS TO BUILD THE NEW ISRAEL WOBBLIES AND THE GREEN CORN REBELLION THEREIN LIES TRULY VALIANT

MANY DESCENDANTS OF THE FRONTIER TREKKERS MOVED ON FROM KEN
HISTORY HISTORY LITTLE KNOWN TO ITS MILLIONS OF DESCENDANTS HISTORY

TUCKY AND TENNESSEE TO MISSOURI AND ARKANSAS INCLUDING DANIEL USABLE ONLY IF CELEBRATED IN THE CONTEXT OF ACKNOWLEDGING THE LIE OF

BOONE HIMSELF IN HIS OLD AGE AND THEN MOVED ON TO OKLAHOMA THE ORIGIN MYTH AND ONLY IF CLASS IS CENTRAL TO OUR FUTURE IDENTITY AS

DURING THE LATE NINETEENTH AND EARLY TWENTIETH CENTURIES THIS WAS THE OKIE SUBCULTURE COUNTRY MUSIC EVANGELISM ROMANTICISTRI PATRI
THE TREK OF MY ANCESTORS BREAKING EVERY TREATY WITH THE INDIANS THE OTISM AND WHITE SUPREMACY HAVE BEEN ABLE TO COALESCE MY PEOPLE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ALLOWED THE SETTLERS TO OVERRUN OKLAHOMA AND THE DESCENDANTS OF THE ORIGINAL SETTLERS AS PEOPLE UNITED DESPITE
INDIAN TERRITORIES MILLIONS OF LANDLESS FARMERS MADE THE RUN TO STAKE CLASS DIFFERENCES OR SOCIAL ROLES MIRRORING BLACK LATINO ASIAN AND
THEIR CLAIMS BUT ONLY FRACTION ACQUIRED LAND OR HELD ON TO IT IN NATIVE AMERICAN NATIONALISMS WHICH EXHIBIT SIMILAR CONTRADICTIONS

1898 THE OKLAHOMA SETTLERS SHOWED THEIR APPRECIATION THIRD OF AND LIMITATIONS

TEDDY ROOSEVELTS ROUGH RIDERS WHO INVADED CUBA WERE RECRUITED SO WHOWAS THEN WHO WERE WE AND WHAT WERE WE ANYWAY POOR
FROM OKLAHOMA TERRITORY WHITES HALFBREEDS HICKS HILLBILLIES REDNECKS WHITE TRASH

BUT OKLAHOMA WAS WHERE THE AMERICAN DREAM HAD COME TO HALT DONT REMEMBER IDENTIFYING WITH THOSE TERMS THAT WERE USED TO REFER

FOR NEARLY THREE HUNDRED YEARS THE ENGLISH CROWN AND THEN THE TO PEOPLE LIKE US ON THE CONTRARY

UNITED STATES HAD OFFERED FREE OR CHEAP LAND TO BRITISH AND ULSTERSCOT WHITE TRASH BELIEVE THE FIRST TIME HEARD THAT TERM WAS WHEN
SETTLERS THEN TO GERMANS AND SCANDINAVIANS THEN TO POLISH AND SAW GONE WITH THE WIND REFERRING TO SOME PRETTY CREEPY PEOPLE DIRT

CZECH PEASANTS IF FARMING FAMILY FELL ON HARD TIMES OR WANTED
POOR SNEAKING CONNIVING VIOLENT TENANT FARMERS OR PERHAPS MI

GREATER OPPORTUNITY THEY PICKED UP AND MOVED ON HOMESTEADING
GRANT COTTON PICKERS AT THE TIME SAW THE MOVIE MY FATHER WAS

NEWLY OPENED TERRITORY BY 1880 ALL THE ATABLE LAND OF THE CONTINENT
ALTERNATELY TENANT FARMER MIGRANT COTTON PICKER AND RANCH HAND

WAS OWNED MUCH OF IT BY LARGE OPERATORS AND MILLIONS WERE BUT DID NOT FOR ONE MINUTE IDENTIFY WITH THOSE WHOMTHE PLANTERS
LANDLESS WHILE MANY OF THOSE PUSHED OFF THE LAND POURED INTO THE AND THE ENSLAVED AFRICANS CALLED WHITE TRASH

CITIES TO WORK MOST STAYED IN RURAL AREAS AS TENANTS SHARECROPPERS IDENTIFIED WITH SCARLETT WITH THE OHARA FAMILY THE ORIGINAL

MIGRANT FARM WORKERS COWPUNCHERS AND MINERS AND LATER AS ROUGH SCOTSIRISH SETTLERS THE FACT THAT MY FATHERS ANCESTORS WERE ORIGINAL
NECKS AND ROUSTABOUTS IN THE OIL FIELDS SCOTSIRISH OLD SETTLERS WAS WHAT MADE ME FEEL SUPERIOR AND THOSE

OKIES AND OTHER DESCENDANTS OF THE TREKKER CULTURE DO NOT THINK OF
CHARACTERIZED AS WHITE TRASH IN GONE WITH THE WIND WERE SURELY ALSO

OURSELVES AS FOOT SOLDIERS OF EMPIRE NOR IS THAT THE IMAGE OF US THAT DESCENDANTS OF SCOTSIRISH OLD SETTLERS THEIR SONS WOULD DIE FIGHTING

DOMINATES THE POPULAR IMAGINATION WECONSIDER OURSELVES TO BE THE
TO DEFEND THE

VERY SLAVEOWNING RULING CLASS THAT KEPT THEM POOR
TRUE NATIVEBORN AMERICANS THE PERSONIFICATION OF WHAT AMERICA IS THEIR GREATEST HEROES HAD BEEN CONFEDERATE IRREGULARS DURING THE WAR
SUPPOSED TO BE AND WE KNOWTHAT MEANS BEING SCOTSIRISH ORIGINAL AND AFTERWARDS MYTHOLOGIZED OUTLAWS LIKE JESSE JAMES
SETTLERS THOSE WHO FOUGHT FOR AND WONTHE CONTINENT OFTEN ASKED MY MOTHER WHY MY FATHERS FAMILY NAME IDUNBAR

OKIES ARE THUS THE LATTERDAY CARRIERS OF AMERICAS NATIONAL ORIGIN WAS SHARED BY BLACK PERSON IN ENGLISH CLASS WE READ THE POEMS OF

MYTH MATRIX OF STORIES THAT ATTEMPTS TO JUSTIFY CONQUEST AND SETTLE AFRICANAMERICAN POET PAUL LAURENCE DUNBAR HOPED MY MOTHER
MENT TRANSFORMING THE WHITE FRONTIER SETTLER INTO AN INDIGENOUS PEO WOULD SAY HE WAS RELATIVE OF OURS BECAUSE LOVED HIS POETRY BUT SHE

PLE BELIEVING THAT THEY ARE THE TRUE NATIVES OF THE CONTINENT MUCHAS SAID THAT MY DUNBAR ANCESTORS WERE SCOTCHIRISH AND HAD ONCE
THE SOUTH AFRICAN BOERS REGARD THEMSELVES AS THE TRUE CHILDREN OF OWNED HUGE PLANTATIONS AND MANY SLAVES AND THAT SLAVES TOOK THE
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NAMES OF THE MASTERS

HOWDOWE KNOWWERE RELATED TO THE MASTERS AND NOT THE SLAVES

WOULD ASK

BECAUSE YOU ARE WHITE
FIVE

WE OKIES ARE THOSE TOUGH LANDPOOR LOSERS WHOSELAST GREAT HOPE

IN THE AMERICAN DREAM WAS BORN AND DIED WITH THE OPENING OF

OKLAHOMA AND INDIAN TERRITORIES OUR GREAT SHAME LIKE ALL WHITE ONCE MASTER OF THE HOUSE
TRASH AND COLONIAL DREGS IS POVERTY THAT IS FAILURE WITHIN SYSTEM

THAT PURPORTS TO FAVOR US THE DREGS OF COLONIALISM THOSE WHODID NOT

BY THIS TIME THE EARLY TWENTIESI THE KLAN HAD SO COMPLETELY
AND DO NOT MAKE IT BEING THE MAJORITY IN SOME PLACES LIKE MOST OF

CAPTURED THE MASONIC
ORGANIZATION IN PRAIRIE JOKLAHOMAJ THAT

THE UNITED STATES ARE EVIDENCE OF THE LIE OF THE AMERICAN DREAM THE LODGE BECAME THE DISSEMINATOR OF ITS DOCTRINES THE KLANS

MEN IN FACT WERE DECENT CITIZENS THE KLAN BY THIS TIME HAD

CAPTURED THE BAPTIST CHURCH IT WAS DIFFICULT TO GO TO CHURCH

WITHOUT MAKING AMBIGUOUS COMMITMENTS SPEAKER WAS LIKELY

AT ANY TIME TO ASK 100
PER CENT AMERICANS TO STAND IF THEY ROSE

THEY WERE KLANSMEN IF THEY REMAINED SEATED THEY WERE SOME
WHAT LESS THAN AMERICANS

ANGIE DEBO
PRAIRIE CITY

IN RURAL OKLAHOMA WE THOUGHT WEKNEW EVERYTHING IN THAT TINY TOTAL

UNIVERSE WE DIVIDED THE WORLD INTO OPPOSITES MALE AND FEMALE ANI
MAL AND HUMAN SKY AND EARTH NIGHT AND DAY WINTER AND SUMMER
GOOD AND BAD COUNTRY AND CITY POOR AND RICH PATRIOT AND TRAITOR

THE DEVIL AND GOD THE WEATHER WAS EXTREME MISERABLE COLD FRO

ZEN WINTERS OF ICE STORMS SLEETED GROUND AND HOWLING NORTHERS THAT

HARD ARCTIC WIND THAT REGARDED AS FORCE WITH MIND BELIEVED THE

NORTHER MUST BE GOD SINCE THE DEVIL WAS ASSOCIATED WITH HEAT AND
FIRE RED NOT WHITE WINTER WAS NEITHER PRECEDED BY AUTUMN COLORS

NOR FOLLOWED BY SPRING FLOWERS AND GENTLE RAIN WINTER SIMPLY TURNED

INTO CHAOS ALONG ABOUT APRIL IN THE FORM OF TORNADOES AND HAILSTORMS

AND HOT HOWLING WIND THAT CARRIED CLOUDS OF RED DIRT AND SPREAD

RAGING PRAIRIE FIRES SOME YEARS LOCUSTS BLACKENED THE SKY AND DE
SCENDED TO DEVOUR ALL THE CROPS

OUR WORLD VIEW WAS MANICHAEAN NOT BUDDHIST NO YIN AND YANG
THERE WAS NO BALANCE JUST ABSOLUTES

FOR US CITY PEOPLE WERE RICH COUNTRY PEOPLE WERE POOR AND IN

THE COUNTRY THE WHEAT FARMERS AND FAMILIES WHO OWNED BUSINESSES
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