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THIS PRESENTATION AND EXERCISE IS INSPIRED BY THE UNDOING RACISM WORKSHOP OF

THE PEOPLES INSTITUTE FOR SURVIVAL AND BEYOND

INTRODUCTIONS

PLEASE SAY YOUR NAME AND SOMETHING ABOUT YOURSELF YOU WANT TO SHARE

IN WHAT WAYS DO YOU BELIEVE THAT UNDERSTANDING RACISM CAN HELP MAKE YOU

MORE EFFECTIVE GRASSROOTS SOCIAL JUSTICE ACTIVIST

AGENDA REVIEW

WHAT IS RACISM FOCUSES PRIMARILY ON RACISMS EFFECT ON PEOPLE OF COLOR

SHININ THE LITE ON WHITE FOCUSES PRIMARILY ON RACISMS EFFECT ON WHITE PEOPLE

BOTH PIECES FORM PART OF AN ANALYSIS OF THE US WHITE SUPREMACY SYSTEM

THE ANALYSIS IS SPECIFIC TO THE USA
CALL THIS SESSION AN HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION BECAUSE BELIEVE THAT WE CANNOT

UNDERSTAND HOW RACISM OPERATES TODAY IF WE DO NOT KNOW ITS HISTORY AND IF WE DONT

KNOW HOW IT WORKS TODAY WE CANT WORK EFFECTIVELY TO CHALLENGE IT TOMORROW

WHAT IS RACISM
GROUP BRAINSTORM

ASK EACH PERSON TO GIVE BRIEF DEFINITION OR DESCRIPTION SCRIBE IT ON THE

NEWSPRINT FILL UP NO MORE THAN ONE PAGE OF PRINT

AFTER THE BRAINSTORM ASK WHAT DO YOU NOTICE ABOUT THIS LIST OF DEFINITIONS

THERE ARE MANY DIFFERENT DEFINITIONS FEW OR NONE MENTION THE WORD RACE

IMAGINE IF WE HAD HOURS TO DECIDE ON ONE EFFECTIVE ACTION TO CHALLENGE RACISM

IF WE HAVE 15 DIFFERENT DEFINITIONS HOW COULD WE AGREE ON COMMONACTION

BELIEVE THAT THE INABILITY TO DECIDE ON COMMONACTION IS THE RESULT OF

CONSCIOUSLY CONSTRUCTED CAMPAIGN OF CONFUSION IMPLEMENTED OVER THE LAST 30 YEARS IM

NOT CONSPIRACY THEORIST IM TALKING ABOUT PEOPLE IN POWER MAKING PLANS OVER COFFEE

IN BOARD ROOMS ON GOLF COURSES ALL LEGAL AND ABOVE BOARD BIT OF HISTORY WILL HELP

MAKE MY POINT

CAMPAIGN OF CONFUSION ON RACISM

DURING THE HEIGHT OF THE SOUTHERN BLACK FREEDOM STRUGGLE IN THE 1950S AND

1960S PEOPLE WERE CLEAR ON WHAT RACISM WAS RACISM WAS VISIBLE LEGAL AND

INSTITUTIONALIZED THEY CALLED IT SEGREGATION ACROSS THE OCEAN FOLKS CALLED THE SAME

SYSTEM APARTHEID EVERY INSTITUTION WAS SEPARATE UNEQUAL MAINTAINED FOR THE CLEAR

PURPOSE OF SUBORDINATING PEOPLE OF AFRICAN DESCENT AND BENEFITING ALL CLASSES OF PEOPLE OF

EUROPEAN DESCENT

THE MOVEMENT LED BY AFRICAN AMERICANS WAS MASSIVE AND MULTIRACIAL AND THAT

MOVEMENT INSPIRED MANY OTHER MOVEMENTS LIBERATION STRUGGLES OF CHICANOSLATINOS

NATIVE AMERICANS AND ASIAN AMERICANS MOVEMENTS FOR EDUCATION REFORM AND AGAINST THE

US WAR IN VIETNAM THE WOMENS MOVEMENT AND THE MOVEMENTS FOR GAY AND LESBIAN

LIBERATION



BUT THE PRICE ACTIVISTS PAID WAS HIGH IN THE SOUTH FOR EXAMPLE WHEN BLACK

PEOPLE CHALLENGED RACISM THEY WERE OFTEN FIRED EVICTED IMPRISONED RAPED OR MURDERED

WHEN WHITE PEOPLE CHALLENGED RACISM THEY WERE CALLED RACE TRAITORS OSTRACIZED BY

THEIR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS DENIED OPPORTUNITIES TO EARN LIVING AND OCCASIONALLY HAD

CROSSES BURNED IN FRONT OF THEIR HOUSES

IN SPITE OF THE OVERWHELMING ODDS THE POWER OF ORGANIZED COMMITTED PEOPLE WON

SOME SIGNIFICANT GAINS THE MOST PROMINENT OF WHICH WAS THE END TO LEGAL APARTHEID

PERHAPS EVEN MORE IMPORTANT PEOPLE WHO ORGANIZED GOT REAL SENSE OF THEIR OWN POWER

WHEN THE BLACK LIBERATION MOVEMENT MOVED NORTH ACTIVISTS TARGETED INSTITUTIONS

SCHOOLS HOUSING SOCIAL SERVICESTHAT PRACTICED SEGREGATION IN FACT THOUGH NOT BY LAW

FURTHERMORE AFRICAN AMERICANS CALLED FOR SELFDETERMINATION IN THEIR OWN COMMUNITIES

AND CHALLENGED THE WHITE DOMINATION OF INSTITUTIONS WITHIN THEIR COMMUNITIES MANY LIBERAL

WHITES WORKED AS PROFESSIONALS WITHIN THESE INSTITUTIONS AND FELT THEIR PRIVILEGE PERSONALLY

THREATENED USING THEIR DISCOMFORT WITH THE TERM BLACK POWER AS AN EXCUSE THEY

ABANDONED THEIR SOLIDARITY WITH THE BLACK LIBERATION STRUGGLE

PROGRESSIVE WHITES ABANDONED THEIR SOLIDARITY FOR DIFFERENT REASONS AS THEY BEGAN

TO ORGANIZE IN THEIR OWN COMMUNITIES AGAINST THE WAR IN VIETNAM FOR EDUCATIONAL

TRANSFORMATION FOR WOMENS AND GAY LIBERATION AND FOR AN END TO ENVIRONMENTAL

DEGRADATION THEY FOUND THAT IT WAS VERY DIFFICULT TO MOBILIZE LARGE NUMBERS OF WHITE

ACTIVISTS IF THE ORGANIZERS DEMANDED THAT THESE ACTIVISTS START FROM FIRM ANTIRACIST

PERSPECTIVE LENS THROUGH WHICH TO VIEW THEIR OWN ISSUES

SNCC STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE LEADING GROUP IN THE

SOUTHERN BLACK FREEDOM MOVEMENT HAD SUGGESTED THAT RADICAL WHITES ORGANIZE AGAINST

RACISM IN THEIR OWN COMMUNITIES IN ORDER TO BUILD GENUINE COALITIONS BETWEEN ACTIVISTS OF

COLOR AND WHITE ACTIVISTS BUT WHITE ACTIVISTS SIMPLY ORGANIZED IN THEIR OWN COMMUNITIES

AND SAID LESS AND LESS ABOUT RACISM THERE WERE MANY EXCEPTIONS TO THIS RACIST

ORGANIZING FOR EXAMPLE THE STUDENTS FOR DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY SOS WAS THE

LARGEST ANTIRACIST ORGANIZATION MADE UP OF MOSTLY WHITE STUDENTS THAT THE COUNTRY HAD

EVER SEEN

MEANWHILE THE GOVERNMENT WAS EXERCISING ITS OWN FORM OF VIRULENT AND VIOLENT

RACISM UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF EDGAR HOOVER OF THE FBI WITH THE COMPLICITY OF POLICE

DEPARTMENTS ALL OVER THE COUNTRY THE GOVERNMENT WAGED WAR AGAINST REVOLUTIONARIES OF

COLOR AFRICAN AMERICAN INDIGENOUS CHICANO PUERTORRIQUENO AND ASIAN AMERICAN

HUNDREDS WERE IMPRISONED EXILED OR MURDERED THE FBI PLANTED AGENTS WITHIN

REVOLUTIONARY ORGANIZATIONS WHO SPREAD DISTRUST AND OFTEN INCITED INCENDIARY ACTIONS AS

WAY TO ENTRAP ACTIVISTS AND ENSURE THEM LONG PRISON TERMS THE FBI CALLED THIS CAMPAIGN

COINTELPRO COUNTER INTELLIGENCE PROGRAM AND MANY ACTIVISTS BELIEVE IT IS STILL IN

EFFECT TODAY

WITH LIBERATION MOVEMENTS IN DISARRAY WHITECONTROLLED INSTITUTIONS BEGAN TO

REDEFINE THE MEANING OF THE TERM RACISM IN ORDER BOTH TO UNDERCUT WHITE SUPPORT FOR

LIBERATION STRUGGLES AND TO AGGRAVATE DIVISIONS AMONG ACTIVISTS OF COLOR



AN HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF THE CAMPAIGN OF CONFUSION ON RACISM

REVERSE RACISM IS FORM OF RACISM

REVERSE RACISM IS SUPPOSEDLY SOMETHING NASTY THAT PEOPLE OF COLOR DO TO WHITE

PEOPLE THE TERM WAS FIRST COINED DURING THE 1968 PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN OF ARCH

SEGREGATIONIST GEORGE WALLACE IN ORDER TO WIN WHITE WORKING CLASS SUPPORT IN THE SOUTH
WALLACE ASSERTED THAT GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS THAT SUPPORTED BLACK PEOPLE WERE

DELIBERATELY VICTIMIZING WHITE PEOPLE HE CALLED THIS GOVERNMENTAL ACTION REVERSE RACISM

IN MY 35 YEARS OF DOING ANTIRACIST ORGANIZING HAVE ACTUALLY WITNESSED ONLY ONE

EXAMPLE OF REVERSE RACISM THAT WAS WHEN THE LAWYERS DEFENDING THE WHITE COPS WHO
BEAT RODNEY KING PLAYED THE TAPE OF THAT BEATING BACKWARDS DURING THE TRIAL

BUT IN SPITE OF THE BOGUS NATURE OF REVERSE RACISM IT WAS BRILLIANT AS

CAMPAIGN STRATEGY DUBBED THE SOUTHERN STRATEGY BY ELECTORAL ANALYSTS ITS AIM WAS TO

WIN WHITE WORKING AND MIDDLE CLASS VOTERS AWAY FROM THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY BY

CONSCIOUSLY CATERING TO THEIR RACISM THE STRATEGY BORE BITTER FRUIT WALLACES AMERICAN

INDEPENDENT PARTY GARNERED 10 MILLION WHITE VOTERS WHO BECAME THE FOUNDATION FOR THE

NEW RIGHT ORGANIZATIONS OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY WHICH NOW CONTROL CONGRESS AND THE

BIPARTISAN NATIONAL DIALOGUE ON VIRTUALLY ALL SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC ISSUES

RACISM IS PERSONIFIED BY THE TV CHARACTER ARCHIE BUNKER

POP CULTURE DID ITS BIT TO CONFUSE THE WHITE POPULACE TV CREATED THE IMAGE OF

ARCHIE BUNKER THE LOUD MOUTH VERBALLY RACIST WHITE WORKING CLASS MAN WHO WAS FUNNY
TO SOME VIEWERS AS WELL AS OBNOXIOUS THE IMAGE OF ARCHIE THE RACIST PROMOTED
SEVERAL FALSE CONCEPTS OF RACISM ITS THE RESULT OF INDIVIDUAL NOT INSTITUTIONAL BEHAVIOR
ITS CARRIED OUT ONLY BY WHITE WORKING CLASS MEN NOT WHITE WORKING CLASS WOMEN OR

WHITE MIDDLE CLASS MEN AND WOMEN AND IT IS OVERT LANGUAGE THAT MAY BE SICKENING AND

OFFENSIVE BUT IS REALLY JUST HARMLESS TALK

RACISM IS THE SAME AS PRELUDICE OR DISCRIMINATION

THIS DEFINITION OF RACISM HAS BEEN WIDELY DISSEMINATED IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND

UNIVERSITIES SO THAT MANY PEOPLE USE THESE TERMS AS SYNONYMS BUT THEY ARE NOT

PRELUDICE IS PREJUDGMENT WHICH CAN BE EITHER POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE ABOUT

PERSON GROUP EVENT OR THING FOR OR AGAINST DISCRIMINATION IS ACTION BASED ON THAT

PREJUDICE NEGATIVE PREJUDICE ABOUT GROUP OF PEOPLE IS OFTEN CALLED STEREOTYPE
AN ACTION BASED ON STEREOTYPE IS USUALLY CALLED BIGOTRY

WHAT DISTINGUISHES ALL THESE TERMS FROM RACISM IS THAT NONE OF THEM NECESSARILY

INVOLVE POWER RELATIONSHIP AS CONDITION OF THEIR EXISTENCE FOR EXAMPLE PERSON OF

COLOR CAN BE PREJUDICED AGAINST ANOTHER PERSON OF COLOR OR WHITE PERSON BUT THAT

DOESNT MAKE HER RACIST BECAUSE SHE HAS LITTLE OR NO ACCESS TO THE INSTITUTIONAL POWER
THAT COULD BACK UP HER ACTIONS

WHY HAS THE MISCONCEPTION OF RACISM AS PREJUDICE OR DISCRIMINATION BEEN SO

WIDELY USED IN EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS HAVE BEEN MAJOR POLITICAL

BATTLEGROUND AGAINST RACISM AND FOR COMMUNITY OF COLOR SELFDETERMINATION SINCE THE MID

1960S ACTIVISTS HAVE CHALLENGED RACIST SCHOOL CURRICULA TEACHING STAFF DISCIPLINARY

PROCEDURES AGAINST CHILDREN OF COLOR TRACKING SYSTEMS LIMITATIONS OF ACCESS TO HIGHER

EDUCATION AND LACK OF ACCOUNTABILITY OF SCHOOLS TO THE COMMUNITY



MY BELIEF IS THAT POPULARIZING RACISM AS PREJUDICE IS CONSCIOUSLY USED TO TAKE

ALL WHITE PROFESSIONALS WORKING IN ANY CAPACITY IN ANY SCHOOL SYSTEMS OFF THE HOOK THEY

ARE NOT IMPLEMENTING INSTITUTIONAL RACISM BECAUSE THERE IS NO SUCH THING SIX YEAR OLD

CHILD WHO ACTS OUT CAN BE BLAMED FOR RACISM JUST AS MUCH AS THE PRINCIPAL RESPONSIBLE

FOR THE SCHOOL THAT HAS FAILED TO EDUCATE HIM ITS NOT AN ISSUE OF POWERBUT MERELY OF

PRELUDICE

RACISM IS THE SAME AS RACE RELATIONS

THIS DEFINITION IS THINK CREATION OF SOCIOLOGISTS RACISM ISNT JUST ABOUT THE

ARCHIE BUNKERS ITS ABOUT HOW GROUPS OF DIFFERENT RACES TREAT EACH OTHER WHATS LEFT

OUT OF THIS GROUP DYNAMICS EXPLANATION OF RACISM IS ANY ANALYSIS OF THE DIFFERENTIAL

POWER OF THE PARTICIPATING GROUPS PERHAPS THIS IS BECAUSE THE MOSTLY WHITE

SOCIOLOGISTS USING THIS ANALYSIS DO NOT CHOOSE TO RECOGNIZE HOW MAINSTREAM WHITE

INSTITUTIONS DEMONSTRATE PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT TO ALL WHITE GROUPS AS COMPARED TO ALL

GROUPS OF PEOPLE OF COLOR

ANTIRACISM IS THE SAME AS DIVERSITY OR MULTICULTURALISM

PROGRESSIVES HAVE ADDED TO THE CAMPAIGN OF CONFUSION THIS PARTICULAR MIS

DEFINITION OF HAS BEEN PERPETUATED BY SOCIAL JUSTICE EDUCATORS AND TRAINERS

DIVERSITY REFERS TO DIFFERENT KINDS OF PEOPLE GAY STRAIGHT OLD YOUNG WHITE DIFFERENT

COMMUNITIES OF COLOR ABLE PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED ETC WHEN WHITE FOLKS USE THE TERM

DIVERSITY THEY USUALLY MEAN FEW FOLKS WHO ARE NOT WHITE IN PREDOMINANTLY WHITE

GROUP THE TERM DIVERSITY ACHIEVED POPULARITY AMONG ANTIRACIST TRAINERS WHEN MANY

FORTUNE 500 COMPANIES HIRED THESE TRAINERS TO RUN DIVERSITY WORKSHOPS FOR THEIR MULTI

RACIAL WORK FORCES CORPORATE CEOS KNEW THAT THEY NEEDED TO ENSURE GOOD RELATIONS

AMONG THEIR WORKERS TO KEEP OUT UNIONS MAINTAIN PRODUCTION AND INCREASE PROFITS

MULTICULTURAL AT ITS BEST CELEBRATES DIFFERENT FORMS OF CULTURE IT HAS NOTHING

NECESSARILY TO DO WITH RACES OF PEOPLE NOR WITH DIVERSITY OF PEOPLE GROUP OR

INSTITUTION THAT ENDORSES MULTICULTURALISM CAN SUPPORT RACISM OR ANTIRACISM THE ISSUE

IS NOT ONETWOMANY CULTURES BUT WHO HAS THE POWER

AS PEOPLES INSTITUTE TRAINERS ASK IN THEIR UNDOING RACISM WORKSHOP

IF YOU WANT TO HAVE MULTICULTURAL TABLE WHAT DOES WHITE CULTURE

BRING TO THAT TABLE THE TABLE

RACISM IS AN OPPRESSION LIKE OTHER ISMS SEXISM CLASSISM OR HETEROSEXISM

IN THE MID 1980S MANY WHITE PROGRESSIVES BEGAN ORGANIZING THEMSELVES THROUGH

CONSCIOUSNESS OF THEIR OWN OPPRESSION AS INDIVIDUALS AND AS PART OF GROUP INSTEAD OF

AROUND ISSUES THIS METHOD OF ORGANIZING BECAME KNOWN AS IDENTITYBASED POLITICS

IT WAS VERY POWERFUL FORM OF CONSCIOUSNESSRAISING FOR THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE AND

BECAME THE BASIS FOR MANY OF THE SOCIAL JUSTICE MOVEMENTS AGAINST SEXISM AND

HOMOPHOBLA AND ANTISEMITISM

BUT IDENTITYBASED POLITICS ALSO HAS HAD SOME NEGATIVE EFFECTS SUCH AS

OPPRESSION OLYMPICS TERM COINED BY ELIZABETH MARTINEZ ENDLESS

ARGUMENTS THAT BEGIN WITH MY PAIN IS WORSE THAN YOUR PAIN

FRUITLESS DEBATES ABOUT THE HIERARCHIES OR EQUALITIES OF OPPRESSION

ALL OF WHICH IGNORE THE HISTORICAL AND INSTITUTIONAL INTERRELATIONSHIPS AMONG OPPRESSIONS



FALSE ANALOGIES BETWEEN RACISM USUALLY REFERRING TO THE EXPERIENCE OF

AFRICAN AMERICANS AND OTHER ISMS ESPECIALLY SEXISM HETEROSEXISM AND ANTISEMITISM

ALTHOUGH ALL THESE ARE FORMS OF OPPRESSION THERE IS NO HISTORICAL SIMILARITY BETWEEN THE

SLAVERY EXPERIENCED BY PEOPLE OF AFRICAN DESCENT THE GENOCIDE EXPERIENCED BY NATIVE

AMERICANS THE COLONIAL WARS OF CONQUEST EXPERIENCED BY CHICANOS PUERTO RICANS AND

FILIPINOS AND ANY FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION FACED BY EUROPEAN IMMIGRANTS ONCE THEY

CAME TO THE UNITED STATES

THESE FALSE ANALOGIES ALSO PAPER OVER THE DISTINCT HISTORY OF RACISM THAT HAS

PERVADED WHITE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENTS OF ELECTORAL REFORMERS WOMEN WORKERS FARMERS

ENVIRONMENTALISTS ANTIWAR AND QUEER ACTIVISTS FOR THE LAST 250 YEARS

FINALLY FALSE ANALOGIES MARGINALIZE THE ISSUES OF ACTIVISTS OF COLOR WITHIN THESE

SOCIAL LUSTICE MOVEMENTS AND PREVENT THESE ACTIVISTS FROM EXERCISING THEIR LEADERSHIP

POTENTIAL IN BUILDING BRIDGES AMONG DIFFERENT IDENTITYBASED SOCIAL MOVEMENTS

WORKING DEFINITION OF RACISM

IF YOU TAKE APART THE TERM RACISM YOU GET AN ISM AN OPPRESSION BASED ON

RACE THE PEOPLES INSTITUTE USES THIS WORKING DEFINITION

RACISM EQUALS RACE PREJUDICE PLUS POWER

WEVE ALREADY DEFINED PRELUDICE LETS EXAMINE RACE AND POWER

RACE

THE HUMAN RACE
BORN AND BRED IN AFRICA

HAVE YOU EVER HEARD WELLMEANING WHITE PERSON SAY IM NOT MEMBER OF ANY

RACE EXCEPT THE HUMAN RACE WHAT SHE USUALLY MEANS BY THIS STATEMENT IS THAT SHE

DOESNT WANT TO PERPETUATE RACIAL CATEGORIES BY ACKNOWLEDGING THAT SHE IS WHITE THIS IS

AN EVASION OF RESPONSIBILITY FOR HER PARTICIPATION IN SYSTEM BASED ON SUPREMACY FOR

WHITE PEOPLE

BUT ANTHROPOLOGICALLY SPEAKING HER POINT IS WELL TAKEN TAKING THE TERM RACE TO

MEAN SPECIES THERE IS ONLY ONE SPECIES OF HUMAN ALL OF US BELONG TO THE HUMAN RACE

AND THE HUMAN RACE WAS BORN RAISED AND BRED IN AFRICA AFRICA IS THE MOTHERLAND OF

HUMAN CIVILIZATION RELIGION PHILOSOPHY ART LANGUAGE ARCHITECTURE SCIENCE MEDICINE

AGRICULTURE AND URBAN PLANNING

PEOPLE INDIGENOUS TO AFRICA AND THE AMERICAS HAVE ALWAYS CELEBRATED THE DIVERSITY

OF THE HUMAN SPECIES YOU CAN SEE THAT CELEBRATION IN PAINTINGS OF PEOPLES ON THE TOMB

OF RAMSES III 1200 BC OF KEMET EGYPT AND THE FOUR DIRECTIONS OF THE WORLD

CELEBRATED BY NATIVE AMERICANS WHAT MAKES THESE REPRESENTATIONS SO DIFFERENT FROM

THOSE INTRODUCED BY EUROPEANS IS THAT THE FORMER BEAR NO WITNESS TO ANY HIERARCHY OF

VALUE OF HUMANS BASED ON ETHNICITY OR SKIN COLOR

ST



EUROPEANS SEEING THE HUMAN RACE

THROUGH RACECOLORED GLASSES

BEGINNING IN THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY EUROPEANS BEGAN TO SEE THE WORLD THROUGH

RACECOLORED GLASSES AT FIRST THEIR PRIESTS AND POPES JUSTIFIED THE NEW WORIDVIEW AS

GODS LAW REVEALED TO CHRISTIANS BY THE 18TH CENTURY THEIR SCIENTISTS USED THEIR RACIAL

LENSES TO CONSTRUCT RACIAL CATEGORIES FOR HUMAN BEINGS WITH DISTINCT HIERARCHIES BASED ON

RELIGION ETHNICITY AND SKIN COLOR EUROPEAN SLAVEOWNERS IN THE COLONIES CREATED WHOLE

LEGAL SYSTEM BASED ON RACE AND BY THE 19TH CENTURY POLITICIANS ASSERTED THAT RACE WAS

THE REASON EUROPEANS AND EUROPEANAMERICANS DESERVED TO RUN THE WORLD

TO UNDERSTAND WHY AND HOW THIS HAPPENED WE NEED TO EXAMINE ELEMENTS OF THE

HISTORY OF EUROPE AND THE UNITED STATES BUT FIRST LETS START WITH WORKING DEFINITION

OF RACE CREATED BY THE PEOPLES INSTITUTE

RACE IS SPECIOUS CLASSIFICATION OF HUMAN BEINGS CREATED BY EUROPEANS WHITES

WHICH ASSIGNS HUMAN WORTH AND SOCIAL STATUS USING WHITE AS THE MODEL OF HUMANITY AND

THE HEIGHT OF HUMAN ACHIEVEMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING AND MAINTAINING

PRIVILEGE AND POWER RONALD CHISOM AND MICHAEL WASHINGTON UNDOING RACISM

PHILOSOPHY OF INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL CHANGE PEOPLES INSTITUTE PRESS THE PEOPLES INSTITUTE

1444 NORTH JOHNSON ST NEW ORLEANS LA 70116 SECOND EDITION 1997 PP 3031

EUROPEAN RACECOLORED GLASSES

BIOLOGY THE BLOOD LENS

RACE AS BIOLOGICAL CONCEPT WAS CREATED IN 15TH CENTURY SPAIN BY THE SPANISH

INQUISITION IN 1492 JUST AS COLUMBUS WAS SAILING THE OCEAN BLUE AND GETTING LOST

THE CHRISTIAN KINGDOM OF FERDINAND AND ISABELLA SUCCEEDED IN DRIVING OUT THE MOORS

AFRICAN AND ARAB MUSLIMS WHO HAD RULED THE IBERIAN PENINSULA SINCE 721 AD

UNDER MOORISH RULE SPAIN HAD BEEN THE CENTER OF EUROPEAN CULTURE THE MOORS

BUILT 11 UNIVERSITIES THOUSANDS OF BOOK STORES HOT AND COLD RUNNING WATER PERFUMED WITH

ROSES AND SYSTEM OF PUBLIC BATHS FOR POOR AS WELL AS RICH MOORISH CITIES WERE CENTERS

OF TRADE WITH AFRICA AND ASIA JEWISH PEOPLE FLOURISHED DURING THE MOORISH EMPIRE THEY

HAD MAJOR ROLES IN EDUCATION AND COMMERCE AND WERE TREATED MORE JUSTLY THAN AT ANY

OTHER TIME IN EUROPEAN HISTORY

BUT THE CHRISTIAN CONQUEST CHANGED ALL THAT THE INQUISITION DEMANDED THAT ALL

MUSLIMS AND JEWS CONVERT TO CHRISTIANITY OR FACE EXPULSION FROM SPAIN MANY CONVERTED

BUT PRACTICED THEIR RELIGIONS IN SECRET SO THE INQUISITION ESTABLISHED THE INFAMOUS

PRACTICE OF LIMPIEZA DE SANGRE TESTING THE BLOOD AS WELL AS THE FAMILY TREE OF MOORS AND

JEWS TO FERRET OUT NONCHRISTIANS ONE DROP OF DARK BLOOD AND YOU WERE OUT

THE TRADITION OF ONE DROP OF DARK BLOOD LIVED ON IN THE APARTHEID SOUTH UNTIL

VERY RECENTLY IF YOU LIVED IN SOUTH CAROLINA AND HAD 116 BLACK ANCESTRY YOU WERE

LEGALLY CLASSIFIED AS BLACK IF YOU LIVED IN LOUISIANA THE PERCENTAGE WAS 132 SO

CROSSING STATE LINES COULD CHANGE YOUR ANCESTRY

IS IT COINCIDENCE THAT INQUISITORS DID THEIR RACIAL BLOOD TESTS WEARING LONG

WHITE ROBES AND POINTED WHITE HOODS



INFIDELS AND SAVAGES THE CHRISTIANITY LENS

IN THE 16TH AND 17TH CENTURIES EUROPEAN CONQUISTADORS NEEDED TO CREATE

THEOLOGICAL JUSTIFICATION FOR THEIR CONQUEST OF THE AMERICAS AND AFRICA HOW COULD THEY

STEAL THE LAND INHABITED AND CHERISHED BY MILLIONS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AND NOT BE

CONSIDERED THIEVES HOW COULD THEY KIDNAP AND ENSLAVE AND MURDER MILLIONS OF AFRICAN

PEOPLES AND STILL BE GOOD CHRISTIANS HOW COULD THEY ANNIHILATE WHOLE NATIONS OF

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AND NOT GO TO HELL

SPAIN AND PORTUGAL GOOD CATHOLIC COUNTRIES SOUGHT OUT THE WISDOM OF THE POPE
WHO CLARIFIED THEIR CHRISTIAN DUTY FOR THEM ITS OK TO TAKE THE LAND OF AN INFIDEL ONE
WHO DOES NOT PRACTICE CHRISTIANITY BECAUSE AN INFIDEL BY DEFINITION HAS VIOLATED

CHRISTIAN LAW IF THE INFIDEL PROTESTS ITS APPROPRIATE TO KILL HIM ITS IMPORTANT TO ENSLAVE

SOMEONE WHO IS SAVAGE ONE WHO DOES NOT PRACTICE EUROPEAN CULTURE TO TEACH THE

ENSLAVED PERSON THE VIRTUES OF CIVILIZATION AS MATTER OF FACT YOURE DOING HIM OR

HER CHRISTIAN FAVOR BY REMOVING HISHER SINFUL WAYS

AFRICAN SLAVERY COULD ALSO BE JUSTIFIED BY CHRISTIAN SYMBOLISM THAT PREDATED ANY

EUROPEAN CONTACT WITH AFRICAN PEOPLES IN CHRISTIANITY THE COLOR BLACK IS ASSOCIATED WITH

DEATH OR EVIL THE COLOR WHITE WITH LIFE GOODNESS AND PURITY SO WHEN THE LIGHT SKIN

ENGLISHMEN MET DARK SKIN AFRICANS THE ENGLISHMEN JUSTIFIED THEIR BRUTAL TREATMENT OF

AFRICANS BY THE NOTION THAT WHITE GOOD WAS CONQUERING BLACK EVIL CHECK OUT THE

TERMS BLACK AND WHITE IN THE DICTIONARY THESE ABSURD CONNOTATIONS STILL EXIST

THE SCIENTIFIC LENS

THE 18TH AND 19TH CENTURIES WERE THE HEIGHT OF EUROPEAN COLONIALISM OF AFRICA BY
THIS PERIOD CHRISTIANITYS HEGEMONY OVER EUROPEAN VALUES AND IDEOLOGY WAS BEING

SERIOUSLY CHALLENGED BY THE SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION EUROPEAN INTELLECTUALS HAD TO COME UP
WITH NEW WORLD VIEW TO JUSTIFY THEIR NATIONS CONQUEST OF AFRICA SO SCIENTISTS

CREATED THE RACIAL CATEGORIES OF MONGOLOID NEGROID AND CAUCASOID AND ASSIGNED THEM TO

HIERARCHY IN THE HUMAN FAMILY CAUCASOID MONGOLOID NEGROID THESE

CATEGORIES ARE STILL TAUGHT IN SOME US SCHOOLS TODAY

MONGOLIA WAS PRESUMABLY THE HISTORICAL HOME OF MONGOLOIDS OR PEOPLE OF ASIAN

DESCENT IF YOU CHECK THE DICTIONARY YOULL FIND THAT AN OBSOLETE MEANING OF

MONGOLOID IS AN IDIOT FAR CRY FROM TODAYS STEREOTYPE OF THE MODEL MINORITY

THE CAUCUSES THE STEPPES OF RUSSIA WAS THE OSTENSIBLE HOMELAND OF CAUCASOIDS

OR CAUCASIANS CONVENIENTLY SKULL WAS FOUND THERE WITH LARGER CRANIUM THAN OTHERS

DISCOVERED INDICATING TO THE SCIENTIFIC RACISTS THAT PEOPLE OF EUROPEAN DESCENT HAD MORE

BRAIN POWER THAN DARKER FOLKS DID

BUT WHAT ABOUT NEGROIDS WHERE IS NEGRO LAND AND IF NEGROLDS CAME FROM

AFRICA HOW COME THEY WERENT CALLED AFRICOIDS THE ANSWER THINK LIES IN THE

IDEOLOGICAL JUSTIFICATION FOR SLAVERY WHITE PEOPLE HAD TO DEHUMANIZE PEOPLE OF AFRICAN

DESCENT IN ORDER TO CONVINCE THEMSELVES THAT AFRICANS COULD DO NOTHING USEFUL EXCEPT

PERFORM ENSLAVED LABOR

IF PEOPLE HAS NO HOMELAND THEY HAVE NO HISTORY NO CULTURE NO CIVILIZATION

THEY ARE NOT REALLY PEOPLE HENCE THEIR RACIAL CATEGORY IS NOT NAMED AFTER THEIR

CONTINENT BUT AFTER THEIR RACE NEGRO NEGRO IS THE ENGLISH TERM FOR THE SPANISH
WORD NEGRO WHICH MEANS BLACK SPAIN WAS THE FIRST EUROPEAN COUNTRY TO INSTITUTE THE

TRANSATLANTIC SLAVE TRADE



US RACECOLORED GLASSES

THE WORIDVIEW BASED ON RACE WAS CREATED BY EUROPEANS IN THE 15TH CENTURY TO

JUSTIFY AND LEGITIMIZE EUROPEAN CONQUEST OF AFRICA AND THE AMERICAS AND THE GENOCIDE

AND SYSTEM OF SLAVERY WHICH RESULTED FROM THIS CONQUEST EUROPEAN AMERICANS ADDED

SOME KEY ASPECTS TO THE RACE LENS AS THEY COLONIZED AND CONQUERED THE LANDS THAT

WERE ONCE CALLED TURTLE ISLAND

HUMAN BEING IS RENAMED SA YE
THE ECONOMIC LENS OF RACE

AS ELIZABETH MARTFNEZ POINTED OUT IN HER ESSAY WHAT IS WHITE SUPREMACY THE

WEALTH THAT INITIALLY MADE THE UNITED STATES POSSIBLE AS AN INDEPENDENT NATIONSTATE WAS

CREATED WHEN EUROPEAN COLONIALISTS STOLE THE LAND OF NATIVE AMERICANS KIDNAPED PEOPLE

FROM AFRICA AND FORCED BOTH AFRICANS AND NATIVE AMERICANS INTO SYSTEM OF ENSLAVED

LABOR STOLEN LAND GENOCIDE AND ENSLAVED LABOR PROVIDED THE INITIAL CAPITAL OF CAPITALISM

FEW US HISTORY TEXTBOOKS DESCRIBE THE ORIGINS OF THE US ECONOMIC SYSTEM IN

THIS WAY NOR DO THEY DESCRIBE IN GREAT DETAIL HOW EUROPEANS CREATED THE WORLDS FIRST

SYSTEM OF RACIALLYBASED SLAVERY THE AFRICANS WHO WERE BROUGHT TO VIRGINIA IN 1619 WERE

CAPTIVES BUT THEY WERE NOT YET SLAVES THEIR ECONOMIC STATUS WAS AMBIGUOUS SOME

REMAINED IN BONDAGE TO AN ENGLISH COLONIALIST FOR LIFETIME WHILE OTHERS WERE FREED

YET BY 1662 THE COLONISTS PASSED LAW STATING THAT THE STATUS OF CHILD BORN TO

AN AFRICAN WOMAN BUT FATHERED BY AN ENGLISHMAN WOULD BE BOND OR FREE DEPENDING ON

THE STATUS OF THE MOTHER THIS WAS THE BEGINNING OF RACIALIZED SLAVERY IN ANOTHER FEW

GENERATIONS COLONIZERS USED THE TERMS NEGRO AND SLAVE INTERCHANGEABLY IF AN AFRICAN

WAS NOT ENSLAVED SHE OR HE WOULD BE SPECIFICALLY IDENTIFIED AS FREE NEGRO THE

IMPLICATION OF THIS USAGE WAS CLEAR THE COLONIZERS ASSUMED THAT ALL ENSLAVED PEOPLE

WERE OF AFRICAN DESCENT AND THAT THE ONLY STATUS APPROPRIATE TO PEOPLE OF AFRICAN

DESCENT WAS THAT OF SLAVE

RACE THE LENS OF SUBHUMANITY

COROLLARY OF VIEWING RACE THROUGH AN ECONOMIC LENS IS VIEWING RACIALIZED PEOPLE

AS SUBHUMANS IF THE ONLY POSSIBLE STATUS FOR PERSON OF AFRICAN DESCENT IS AS SLAVE

HOW DO YOU ACCOUNT FOR THE THOUSANDS OF FREE AFRICANS IN THE COLONIAL AND POST

INDEPENDENCE PERIOD REDUCE THEIR HUMANITY CULTURALLY AND LEGALLY UNTIL IT IS AS CLOSE

AS POSSIBLE TO THE STATUS OF SLAVE

IN COLONIAL SOUTH CAROLINA AN ENSLAVED AFRICAN WHO WAS MANUMITTED FREED FROM

SLAVERY BY WHITE OWNER HAD TO LEAVE THE COLONY WITHIN FEW MONTHS OR ELSE BE

LIABLE TO LEGAL REENSLAVEMENT DURING THE ERA OF JACKSONIAN DEMOCRACY THE RIGHT TO

VOTE WAS TAKEN AWAY FROM PENNSYLVANIA FREE PEOPLE OF AFRICAN DESCENT AT THE SAME TIME

AS VOTING RESTRICTIONS WERE LIFTED ON ALL NEW IRISH IMMIGRANTS VISUAL IMAGES OF AFRICAN

AMERICANS OFTEN RESEMBLED ANIMALS MORE THAN HUMANS SEE MARVIN RIGGS SUPERB FILM

ETHNIC NOTIONS

THE NOTION OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AS MORE AKIN TO ANIMALS THAN HUMAN BEINGS IS AT

THE BASIS OF US POLICY TOWARD NATIVE AMERICANS IN 1784 GEORGE WASHINGTON FAMOUS

INDIAN FIGHTER LARGE LANDHOLDER AND SLAVE OWNER ADVISED THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS THAT IT

WOULD BE CHEAPER FOR THE NEW NATION TO BUY UP INDIAN LAND THAN TO MAKE WAR ON INDIAN

PEOPLE FOR THE LAND



IF YOU MAKE WAR WASHINGTON CAUTIONED THE SAVAGE AS THE WOLF BOTH WILD

BEASTS OF THE FOREST WILL RETREAT FOR AWHILE AND THEN COME BACK TO ATTACK YOU
WASHINGTONS METAPHOR STUCK THE YOUNG US NATIONSTATE AND ALL SECTORS OF EUROPEAN

AMERICANS BEGAN TO VIEW THE NATIVE AMERICAN AS WILD ANIMAL

FOR MORE ON THIS ANALYSIS SEE ROBERT WILLIAMS SOVEREIGNTY RACISM AND HUMAN

RIGHTS THE CASE FOR INDIAN SELFDETERMINATION FROM SPEECH GIVEN AT THE UNIVERSITY OF

MONTANA IN APRIL 1994 ROBERT WILLIAMS IS PROFESSOR OF LAW AND AMERICAN STUDIES AT

THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA SPEECH ON TAPE IS DISTRIBUTED BY ALTERNATIVE RADIO PROLECT

2129 MAPLETON BOULDER COLORDADO 80304

RACE THROUGH THE LEGAL LENS

RACE WAS CREATED AS THE LAW OF THE LAND IN THE LATE 1600S THE GOVERNING CLASS

OF THE COLONIES DEVELOPED AN INTRICATE LEGAL SYSTEM TO INSTITUTIONALIZE THE MEANS BY WHICH

THEY HAD CREATED THEIR OWN WEALTH FROM STOLEN LAND AND ENSLAVED LABOR THE VIRGINIA

SLAVES CODES WRITTEN FROM 1680 TO 1705 DEFINED SLAVE AS EITHER AN AFRICAN OR AN

INDIAN SERVANT AS WHITE PERSON BANNED RACIAL INTERMARRIAGE STIPULATED SPECIFIC

FORMS OF PUNISHMENT FOR BLACKS OR WHITES WHO DEFIED THE SYSTEM OF RACIALIZED SLAVERY

AND EVEN CURTAILED NONBRUTAL BEHAVIOR OF OWNERS TOWARD THEIR PROPERTY

FOR DETAILED STUDY OF RACIAL LAWS IN THE COLONIAL PERIOD SEE LEON HIGGIN

BOTHAM JR IN THE MATTER OF COLOR RACE THE AMERICAN LEGAL PROCESS THE COLONIAL

PERIOD NEW YORK OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 1980 PP 1960

FOR AN ANALYSIS OF HOW EUROPEAN COLONIALISTS JUSTIFIED THEFT OF INDIGENOUS LAND AND

EXTERMINATION OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE SEE FRANCIS JENNINGS THE INVASION OF AMERICA

INDIANS COLONIALISM AND THE CANT OF CONQUEST NY NORTON COMPANY 1975

THE INVENTION OF THE WHITE RACE

IN THE COLONIAL PERIOD COLONIAL RULERS REFERRED TO EUROPEANS WHO CAME TO THE

COLONIES AS INDENTURED SERVANTS IN VARIETY OF WAYS WHICH DIFFERENTIATED THEM FROM

AFRICAN OR INDIGENOUS PEOPLE THEY WERE CALLED CHRISTIANS TO DISTINGUISH THEM FROM

INDIGENOUS AND AFRICAN OR SAVAGES THEY WERE CALLED SERVANTS TO

DISTINGUISH THEM FROM SLAVES THEY WERE ALSO REFERRED TO BY THEIR COUNTRY OF ORIGIN

ENGLISH SCOTTISH ETC TO DISTINGUISH THEM FROM AFRICANS IN EARLY 17TH CENTURY

VIRGINIA LEGAL CODES RELATING TO THE REGULATION OF THE WORKING POOR OF ALL NATIONALITIES AN

AFRICAN WAS USUALLY CALLED NEGRO FOLLOWED BY NAME WHILE EUROPEANS WERE SIMPLY

CALLED BY THEIR FIRST AND LAST NAMES

NOTE THAT THESE DISTINCTIONS WERE MADE BY THE RICH ABOUT THE POOR THE LAND

OWNING LAW MAKERS WHO GOT THEIR RIGHT TO OWN LAND AND MAKE LAWS FOR THE VIRGINIA

COLONY BY BUYING STOCK IN THE VIRGINIA COMPANY HAD NO NEED TO DESCRIBE THEMSELVES

THESE STOCKHOLDERS KNEW WHO THEY WERE

BUT IN 1691 THE COLONIAL LEGISLATORS CREATED NEW LEGAL CATEGORY

WHATSOEVER ENGLISH OR OTHER WHITE MAN OR WOMAN BOND OR FREE SHALL INTERMARRY WITH

NEGRO MULATTO OR INDIAN MAN OR WOMAN BOND OR FREE HE SHALL WITHIN THREE MONTHS BE

BANISHED FROM THIS DOMINION FOREVER HIGGINBOTHAM OP CIT 44 ITALICS ADDED

UP UNTIL THIS POINT THE TERM WHITE MAY HAVE BEEN USED IN DIALOGUE BUT NEVER

IN LAW AND WHEN IT WAS USED IT REFERRED ONLY TO INDENTURED SERVANTS THE 1691 LAW SET



SEVERAL LEGAL PRECEDENTS THAT HAVE PROFOUNDLY EFFECTED THE CONCEPT OF RACE TO THIS DAY
00 THE FIRST LEGAL USE OF WHITE WAS USED TO BAN RACIAL INTERMARRIAGE
00 THE LAW FOCUSED THE PUNISHMENT ON THE WHITE LOVER
00 THE LAW CREATED RACIAL CATEGORY IN THAT IT COVERED ALL WHITE PEOPLE

MEN AND WOMEN BOND OR FREE
00 THE LAW DISTINGUISHED WHITE FROM ALL OTHER INHABITANTS OF THE COLONIES

NEGRO MULATTO AND INDIAN

THE LAW CREATED NEW SYNONYM ENGLISH EQUALS WHITE BY IMPLICATION

WHEN OTHER EUROPEAN IMMIGRANTS CAME TO THE COLONIES THEY
COULD BE INCLUDED IN THE NEW LEGAL CATEGORY OF WHITE

THUS SMALL GROUP OF COLONIAL SLAVE OWNERS INVENTED THE WHITE RACE

FOR MORE INFO SEE THEODORE ALLEN THE INVENTION OF THE WHITE RACE RACIAL

OPPRESSION AND SOCIAL CONTROL VOL AND II NEW YORK VERSO BOOKS 1994 AND 1997

THE CREATION OF WHITE NATION

THE US CONSTITUTION ESTABLISHED THE NEW NATION AS WHITE REPUBLIC INDIGENOUS

AND AFRICAN PEOPLES WERE EXCLUDED FROM PARTICIPATION IN THE REPUBLIC THE FIRST LAW OF

THE FIRST WHITE CONGRESS IN 1790 BANNED ALL NONWHITE IMMIGRANTS FROM BECOMING

CITIZENS OF THIS WHITE REPUBLIC THIS LAW MEANT THAT FIRST GENERATION IMMIGRANTS FROM ANY
CONTINENT EXCEPT EUROPE COULD NOT OWN LAND THE MAIN MEANS OF EARNING LIVING IN THE

NEW REPUBLIC BECAUSE STATE AND TERRITORIAL CONSTITUTIONS PROHIBITED NONCITIZENS FROM

OWNING LAND

IN THE 19TH CENTURY EUROPEAN AMERICANS RAN OVER THE REMAINING LANDS OF

INDIGENOUS NATIONS IN THE WEST MADE WAR ON MEXICO AND TOOK HALF HER LAND AS WAR BOOTY

NOW CALLED THE SOUTHWEST OR OCCUPIED AMERICA DEPENDING ON YOUR VIEWPOINT OF

THESE HISTORICAL EVENTS THESE ACTS OF EXPANSION OF THE WHITE REPUBLIC WERE CALLED

MANIFEST DESTINY THE GODGIVEN RIGHT OF THE WHITE US TO CONQUER NATIONS OF COLOR

AND ESTABLISH THEM AS COLONIAL TERRITORIES

TODAY WE STILL CALL THE US AMERICA LINGUISTIC EXPRESSION OF WHITE NATIONALISM

TERM COINED BY THE FAMOUS AFRICAN AMERICAN SCHOLAR JOHN HENRIK CLARKE USING THE

TERM AMERICA TO REFER TO THE US IGNORES THE EXISTENCE OF BOTH CANADA AND ALL THE

NATIONS SOUTH OF THE RIO GRANDE WHICH ARE ALSO PART OF THE AMERICAN CONTINENT

UNDER THE BANNER OF WHITE NATIONALISM AMERICA HAS BROUGHT DEMOCRACY
UNDER THE BARREL OF GUN TO NATIONS OF COLOR AROUND THE WORLD

SEXUAL VIOLENCE THROUGH THE LENS OF RACE

ONE OF THE MOST PERVASIVE DESTRUCTIVE AND HYPOCRITICAL MYTHS TO COME FROM THE

CONCEPT OF RACE HAS BEEN THE BELIEF THAT INDIGENOUS AND AFRICANAMERICAN MEN ARE

SEXUAL PREDATORS ON WHITE WOMEN AND THAT ALL WOMEN OF COLOR ARE SEXUAL VAMPIRES LURING

WHITE MEN

THIS MYTHOLOGY COMES BELIEVE FROM WHITE PSYCHOLOGICAL PROJECTION WHICH

LEGITIMATES AS WELL AS COVERS UP THE SOCIALLY SANCTIONED SEXUAL VIOLENCE BY WHITE MEN

AGAINST MEN AND WOMEN OF COLOR WHITE MEN HAVE RAPED AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMENAS

MATTER OF RACIAL PREROGATIVE THEN FANTASIZED THAT BLACK MEN ARE RAPING WHITE WOMEN
THE PUNISHMENT METED OUT TO BLACK MEN IN PARTICULAR FOR THIS CRIME COMMITTED BY WHITE

MEN HAS BEEN BARBARIC LYNCHING BURNING AND CASTRATION AND WHITE WOMENHAVE

C3



BOUGHT THIS BARBARITY AS THE PRICE THEY PAY FOR SAFETY

FOR MORE ON THIS COMPLEX TOPIC SEE JACQUELYN DOWD HALL THE MIND THAT BURNS

IN EACH BODY IN RACE CLASS AND GENDER AN ANTHOLOGY EDITED BY MARGARET ANDERSON

AND PATRICIA HILL COLLINS BELMONT CA WADSWORTH PUBLISHING CO 1992 PP 397412

ANOTHER INTERPRETATION OF THE BARBARITY AND PERVASIVENESS OF RACIALLY MOTIVATED

SEXUAL VIOLENCE BY WHITES AGAINST PEOPLE OF COLOR AND ESPECIALLY AGAINST PEOPLES OF

AFRICAN DESCENT IS THE THEORY OF THE PREEMINENT AFRICAN AMERICAN PSYCHIATRIST LECTURER

AND ANTIRACIST ACTIVIST DR FRANCES CRESS WELSING IN HER CRESS THEORY OF COLOR

CONFRONTATION AND RACISMWHITE SUPREMACY DR WELSING ANALYZES THE ROOT CAUSES OF

WHITE SUPREMACY SHE DEMONSTRATES THAT THE GENES OF WHITE PEOPLE ARE RECESSIVE AS

COMPARED TO THOSE OF PEOPLE OF AFRICAN DESCENT THUS IF WHITES AND AFRICANDESCENDED

PEOPLE MATE AND CREATE CHILDREN THE FAMILY TREE WILL HAVE MORE DARKER SKIN OFFSPRING

DR WELSING CONCLUDES THE THE VIRULENCE OF WHITE SUPREMACY STEMS FROM WHITE FEAR

OF GENETIC ANNIHILATION IN OTHER WORDS IF WHITEAFRICAN SEXUAL INTERRELATIONSHIPS BECOME

THE NORM RATHER THAN THE STATISTICAL EXCEPTION IN FEW GENERATIONS THERE WILL BE NO MORE

WHITE PEOPLE AN HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF THE PERVASIVENESS OF WHITE FEAR OF INTERMARRIAGE

FROM 1691 TO THE PRESENT LENDS MUCH CREDENCE TO THIS PERSPECTIVE

DR CRESS WELSING FURTHER ASSERTS THAT WHITE PEOPLE KEEP THIS FEAR IN THEIR WHITE

CLOSETS AGREE FOR OVER TWO DECADES DR CRESS WELSING HAS BEEN FEATURED SPEAKER

AT AFRICAN AMERICAN GATHERINGS AND HER BOOK THE ISIS PAPERS IS BEST SELLER IN BLACK

BOOK STORES BUT HAVE YET TO SEE HER NAME MENTIONED BY ANY WHITE WRITERS ON RACE OR

ANY REFERENCE SUPPORTIVE OR CRITICAL TO HER THEORIES IT IS AS IF WHITE WRITERS WANT TO

WHITE HER OUT OF THE DISCUSSION ON RACE

FOR MORE INFO SEE DR FRANCES CRESS WELSING THE CRESS THEORY OF COLOR
CONFRONTATION AND RACISM WHITE SUPREMACY IN THE ISIS PAPERS THE KEYS TO THE COLORS

CHICAGO THIRD WORLD PRESS 1991

RACE IS JUST LIKE ETHNICITY

THE SOCIOLOGISTS LENS

IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE BLACK LIBERATION MOVEMENT OF THE 1960S LIBERAL RACISTS

HAD TO DEVELOP SUBTLER RACE LENSES IN ORDER TO GAIN WHITE MAINSTREAM CREDIBILITY CHIEF

AMONG THEM WAS NATHAN GLAZER THE WELL KNOWN SOCIOLOGIST OF PATTERNS OF EUROPEAN

IMMIGRATION AFTER STUDYING THE EXPERIENCES OF EUROPEAN IMMIGRANTS WHO PULLED

THEMSELVES UP BY THEIR BOOTSTRAPS GLAZER THEN COMPARED THEM WITH THE EXPERIENCES OF

AFRICAN AMERICANS IN THE SAME TIME PERIOD WHO DID NOT CLIMB THE LADDER OF SUCCESS

INSTEAD OF ANALYZING WHO GAVE THE EUROPEANS THEIR BOOTS AND KEPT THE PEOPLE OF AFRICAN

DESCENT WITHOUT SHOES GLAZER CONCLUDED THAT EUROPEANS WERE ENTERPRISING WHILE BLACKS

WERE LAZY

GLAZER CONFOUNDED THE TERMS RACE AND ETHNICITY ETHNICITY COMES FROM THE

GREEK WORD ETHNIKOS MEANING PEOPLE WITH COMMON LANGUAGE CULTURE HISTORICAL

AND GEOGRAPHICAL LAND BASE BUT MORE IMPORTANT GLAZERS THEORY LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR

THE BLAME THE VICTIM RACIST IDEOLOGY AS WELL AS THE WHITE BACKLASH AGAINST AFFIRMATIVE

ACTION PROGRAMS IN GLAZERS VIEW PEOPLE OF AFRICAN DESCENT WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR

OWN POVERTY AND OPPRESSION WHITE AMERICA WAS OFF THE HOOK



TALKING ABOUT RACE PERPETUATES RACISM

THE LIBERAL LENS

OUR HISTORICAL ANALYSIS HAS BROUGHT US FULL CIRCLE BACK TO THE WELLMEANING WHITE

PERSON WHO SAYS IM NOT MEMBER OF ANY RACE EXCEPT THE HUMAN RACE ALL THIS TALK

ABOUT RACE IS PAINFUL TO HER TALKING ABOUT RACE JUST PERPETUATES RACIAL CATEGORIES SHE

ASSERTS IF WE ALL FORGET ABOUT RACE IT WILL GO AWAY RETURNING TO THE ORIGINAL METAPHOR
OF THIS ESSAY ID SUGGEST THAT THE YOUNG WOMAN REMOVE HER RACECOLORED GLASSES

ANTIRACIST CONCEPTS OF RACE

UP TO THIS POINT WE HAVE BEEN TALKING ABOUT RACIST CONCEPTS OF RACE CONCEPTS
CREATED AND PERPETUATED BY EUROPEANS AND EUROPEANAMERICANS BUT THERE ARE ALSO ANTI

RACIST CONCEPTS OF RACE MOST OF WHICH HAVE BEEN CREATED BY PEOPLE OF COLOR IN

RESISTANCE TO THIS RACISM MOST OF THESE ANTIRACIST CONCEPTS OF RACE EMPLOY WHAT CALL

CREATING CULTURE OF RESISTANCE THAT IS TAKING THE OPPRESSORS LANGUAGE THEIR POWER
TO DEFINE REALITY AND TO CONVINCE OTHER PEOPLE THAT IT IS THEIR DEFINITION AND REDEFINING IT

SO THAT THE LANGUAGE BECOMES AN EXPRESSION OF SELFDETERMINATION FEW EXAMPLES

00 SINCE THE 19TH CENTURY AFRICAN AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE USED THE TERM RACE

MAN OR RACE WOMAN TO DESCRIBE ANY AFRICAN AMERICAN WHO HAS DEVOTED HERHIS LIFE

TO THE SELFDETERMINATION OF HERHIS PEOPLE

00
IN THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY RICHARD ALLEN AND OTHER FOUNDERS FORMED THE FIRST ALL

BLACK CHURCH THEY PROUDLY CALLED IT THE AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH AT TIME

WHEN THE WHITE US POPULATION EQUATED AFRICA WITH BARBARISM

INDIGENOUS LEADERS REFER TO THEIR PEOPLE AS NATIONS INSTEAD OF TRIBES WITH

WHOM THE US GOVERNMENT NEGOTIATED TREATIES AS IT WOULD ENGLAND OR FRANCE

00 INDIGENOUS SCHOLARS AND ACTIVISTS REMIND US HISTORIANS THAT THE FIRST GREAT

DEMOCRATIC DOCUMENT IN WHAT IS NOW THE US OF WAS THE GREAT LAW OF PEACE OF THE

IROQUOIS CONFEDERACY NOT THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE SO MUCH FOR INDIANS BEING

SAVAGES

00
IN THE 1960S AND EARLY 70S REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS WITHIN COMMUNITIES OF

COLOR USED TERMS LIKE BLACK IS BEAUTIFUL BLACK PRIDE BLACK POWER RED POWER
BROWN POWER AND YELLOW POWER THE COLORCODED LANGUAGE OF DEGRADATION WAS TURNED

INTO LANGUAGE OF PRIDE AND COMMUNITY AFFIRMATION

IN RESPONSE TO THE WHITE NATIONALISM OF MANIFEST DESTINY AND ITS CURRENT

DERIVATIVE ILLEGAL ALIEN CONTEMPORARY CHICANOA ACTIVISTS PROUDLY WEAR TSHIRTS WITH

MAP OF OCCUPIED AMERICA OVER THE MOTTO WE DIDNT CROSS THE BORDER THE BORDER

CROSSED US

THESE ARE BUT TINY SAMPLING IM SURE YOU CAN THINK OF MANY MANY MORE



POWER

RACE MAY BE SPECIOUS CATEGORY BUT RACISM IS VERY REAL AND IT IS DEADLY
BECAUSE IT IS RACE BACKED UP BY POWER THE PEOPLES INSTITUTE DEFINES POWER AS

HAVING LEGITIMATE ACCESS TO SYSTEMS SANCTIONED BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE STATE CHISOM
AND WASHINGTON OP CIT 36 OTHER DEFINITIONS WHICH YOU MIGHT FIND USEFUL ARE

POWER IS THE ABILITY TO DEFINE REALITY AND TO CONVINCE OTHER PEOPLE THAT ITS
THEIR DEFINITION DEFINITION BY DR WADE NOBLES

000 POWER IS OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL OF THE MALOR RESOURCES OF STATE AND THE

CAPACITY TO MAKE AND ENFORCE DECISIONS BASED ON THIS OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL

WHEN THESE FORMS OF POWER ARE EXERCISED AGAINST PEOPLE BASED SOLELY ON THE

SPECIOUS AND ARBITRARY CONCEPT CALLED RACE THE RESULT IS SYSTEM OF RACIAL OPPRESSION
IN THE UNITED STATES THE MOST SIGNIFICANT MANIFESTATIONS OF RACIAL OPPRESSION ARE

INDIVIDUAL RACISM INSTITUTIONAL RACISM

CULTURAL AND LINGUISTIC RACISM ENVIRONMENTAL RACISM

MILITARISM AS APPLIED RACISM ECONOMIC RACISM

HEALTH SYSTEM OF RACISM

THANKS TO THE PEOPLES INSTITUTE FOR THIS MATERIAL

WHILE OUR ACTIONS TO CHALLENGE RACISM WILL ALWAYS FOCUS ON SOME ASPECT OF THE

MANIFESTATIONS OF RACISM WE SHOULD NOT FORGET THAT THESE MANIFESTATIONS ARE THE VISIBLE

INDICATIONS OF AN ENTIRE SYSTEM THAT IS BUILT ON THE OPPRESSION OF SOME PEOPLES BASED ON

THE CONCEPT OF RACE FOR THE BENEFIT OF OTHER PEOPLE ALSO BASED ON THE CONCEPT OF

RACE

RACISM AND WHITE SUPREMACY

LETS GO BACK TO THE PEOPLES INSTITUTES DEFINITION OF RACISM RACISM EQUALS RACE

PREJUDICE PLUS POWER NEXT LETS TAKE LOOK AT THE MANIFESTATIONS OF RACIAL

OPPRESSION MENTIONED ABOVE PICK YOUR FAVORITE MAINSTREAM INSTITUTION AND DO LITTLE

POWER STRUCTURE RESEARCH SEE EXERCISE ON MANIFESTATIONS OF RACISM IN RACE
CONSTRUCTED SYSTEM WHO OWNS OR CONTROLS THE INSTITUTION WHO ARE THE MOST PRIVILEGED
WORKERS WITHIN IT WHOMDO THE POLICIES AND PRACTICES OF THAT INSTITUTION PRIMARILY
BENEFIT

NOW LETS REVIEW THE CWS WORKSHOP DEFINITION OF WHITE SUPREMACY

WHITE SUPREMACY IS AN HISTORICALLY BASED INSTITUTIONALLY PERPETUATED SYSTEM OF

EXPLOITATION AND OPPRESSION OF CONTINENTS NATIONS AND PEOPLES OF COLOR BY WHITE PEOPLES
OF EUROPEAN ORIGIN FOR THE PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING AND MAINTAINING WEALTH POWER AND

PRIVILEGE

THINK IT WILL BE OBVIOUS THAT IF YOURE TALKING ABOUT THE UNITED STATES RACISM

AND WHITE SUPREMACY ARE SYNONYMS

UNDERSTANDING RACISM AN HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION

BY SHARON MARTINAS
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