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ONE OF THE MOST EXCITING DEVELOPMENTS THAT HAS COME OUT OF THE MASS ACTIONS IN SEATTLE

WASHINGTON DC WINDSOT CANADA PHILADELPHIA AND LOS ANGELES IS THE MOVEMENTWIDE

DISCUSSION ABOUT RACISM WHITE SUPREMACY AND ORGANIZING STRATEGIES TO BUILD MULTIRACIAL

RADICAL MOVEMENTFOR GLOBAL JUSTICE ELIZABETH BETITA MARTINEZS WIDELY DISTRIBUTED ESSAY

WHEREWAS THE COLOR IN SEATTLE PUT FORWARD THE QUESTION WHY IF GLOBAL CAPITALISM HAS

THE GREATEST NEGATIVE IMPACT ON PEOPLE OF COLOR AROUND THE WORLD AND IN THE UNITED STATES

WAS THE DIRECT ACTION AGAINST THE WTO SO OVERWHELMING WHITE HER ESSAY HELPED LAUNCH

DIALOGUE IN ALTERNATIVE MEDIA AND IN ACTIVISTS GROUPS THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES AND

BEYOND

AMONG ACTIVISTS OF COLOR THE QUESTION HAS GENERALLY BEEN HOWCAN WE BRING AN ANALYSIS

OF GLOBAL CAPITALISM AND GLOBAL JUSTICE TO OUR LOCAL ORGANIZING EFFORTS WHITE ACTIVISTS HAVE

RESPONDED TO BETITAS ESSAY BY ASKING THEMSELVES HOWCAN WE GET PEOPLE OF COLOR TO JOIN

OUR GROUPS AND MOVEMENT BUT THIS ISNT THE MOST USEFUL QUESTION THAT WE SHOULD BE

ASKING THE QUESTION TO STRUGGLE WITH IS HOWCAN WE BE ANTIRACIST ACTIVISTS DEDICATED TO

BRINGING DOWNWHITE SUPREMACY WHITE ACTIVISTS NEED TO WORK ON DEVELOPING OUR

UNDERSTANDING OF WHITE SUPREMACY HOWWHITE PRIVILEGE OPERATES IN THE ACTIVIST MOVEMENT

AND HOWWE CAN BRING SOLID ANTIRACIST POLITICS TO THE WORK THAT WE DO

THE IDEA THAT WE JUST NEED TO GET MOREPEOPLE OF COLOR TO JOIN OUR GROUPS IS AN EXAMPLE

OF HOWWHITE ACTIVISTS HAVE INTERNALIZED WHITE SUPREMACY IT CARRIES THE IDEA THAT WEHAVE ALL

THE ANSWERS AND NOWTHEY JUST NEED TO BE DELIVERED TO PEOPLE OF COLOR THE ALTERNATIVE OF

COURSE WOULD BE SOMETHING LIKE PEOPLE OF COLOR HAVE BEEN ORGANIZING FOR LONG TIME 500
YEARS AND WE WHITE ACTIVISTS HAVE LOT TO LEARN SO MAYBE WE SHOULD FIND WAYS TO FORM

ALLIANCES RELATIONSHIPS AND COALITIONS TO WORKWITH PEOPLE OF COLOR AND BE PREPARED TO LEARN

AS WELL AS SHARE

THE OTHER MAJOR ASPECT OF HOWCAN WEGET MOREPEOPLE OF COLOR TO JOIN OUR GROUP IS THE

IDEA THAT ANTIRACIST CONSCIOUSNESS DEVELOPS THROUGH OSMOSIS IE THAT IF WHITE PEOPLE SIT IN

THE SAME ROOMAS PEOPLE OF COLOR WEWILL BEGIN TO UNDERSTAND HOWWHITE SUPREMACY

OPERATES AND THEREFORE WE WONTREALLY NEED TO TALK ABOUT IT WENEED TO BE DEAR THAT

MULTIRACIAL DOESNT AUTOMATICALLY MEAN ANTIRACIST THE US MILITARY IS MULTIRACIAL IN

COMPOSITION BUT DEARLY SERVES THE INTERESTS OF IMPERIALISM AND WHITE SUPREMACY SIMILARLY

AN ANTIRACIST GROUP OFWHITES CAN WORKTO END WHITE SUPREMACY WHAT WE ARE ENVISIONING IS

CONSCIOUSLY ANTIRACIST AND MULTIRACIAL MOVEMENT AGAINST GLOBAL CAPITALISM

THERE IS TRUTH TO THE IDEA THAT WHITE PEOPLE LEARN ABOUT RACISM THROUGH INTERACTIONS AND

RELATIONSHIPS WITH PEOPLE OF COLOR BUT IN TERMS OF HOWWE PLAN TO DO THIS WORK IN ACTIVISM

OUR GOAL CANNOT BE TO BRING IN PEOPLE OF COLOR AND EXPECT THAT THEY WILL SCHOOL US

ORGANIZERS OF COLOR HAVE ENOUGH WORKALREADY IN OUR PURSUIT TO GET EDUCATED WE NEED TO



GO TO MOREEVENTS AND ACTIONS ORGANIZED BY PEOPLE OF COLOR AND SHOW SUPPORT LISTEN AND

LEARN WENEED TO READ THE AMAZING WRITERS THAT ARE OUT THERE WE CAN PAY ATTENTION TO HOW

THE SYSTEM WORKS WHENWEARE IN JAIL IN COURT IN DASSROOMS AT WORK AND ON THE STREET

WE CAN BUILD RELATIONSHIPS AND LEARN FROM EACH OTHER BUT JUST AS MEN CANNOT EXPECT

WOMENTO EDUCATE THEM ABOUT SEXISM AND HETEROS CANNOT EXPECT QUEERS TO GIVE THEM THE

HOMOPHOBIA 101 CLASS WHENEVER IT IS DEEMED APPROPRIATE WHITE PEOPLE HAVE

RESPONSIBILITY TO WORKON RACISM TOGETHER AND NOT JUST WAIT UNTIL PERSON OF COLOR BRINGS IT

UP

HERES AN EXAMPLE OF THIS KIND OF DYNAMIC MEN IN FOOD NOT BOMBS THE GROUP IVE

WORKEDWITH WOULD OFTEN TALK ABOUT SEXISM IN TERMS OF HOWCAN WE GET MOREWOMENTAKING

ON MORE RESPONSIBILITY AND CREATE EQUAL POWER THE CONVERSATIONS WOULD SOMETIMES TURN TO

QUESTIONS LIKE HOWCAN WE CHECK OUR BEHAVIOR THAT IS PREVENTING WOMENFROM TAKING ON

RESPONSIBILITY AND WHAT KIND OF INTERNAL CULTURE DO WE HAVE AND HOWDOES IT PRIVILEGE MEN
AND KEEP WOMENDOWNTHESE CONVERSATIONS ABOUT WHAT MEN SHOULD DO WEREVERY USEFUL

AS MEN SHOULD WORRY LESS ABOUT WHAT WOMENARE AND ARENT DOING AND THINK MORE ABOUT

WHAT THEY AS MEN ARE AND ARENT DOING THE WOMENIN THE GROUP ARE JUST AS CAPABLE JUST AS

RESPONSIBLE JUST AS INTELLIGENT ONCE MEN STOP OCCUPYING ALL OF THE SPACE AND LEARN TO SHARE

POWER MEN WORRYING LESS ABOUT APPEASING WOMENAND MORE ABOUT ENDING SEXISM IS WHAT

MUST HAPPEN

THIS IS HOWWE NEED TO THINK ABOUT RACISM TOO OFTEN HEAR WHITE ACTIVISTS TALK ABOUT

WHYMOREPEOPLE OF COLOR ARENT IN THE GROUP AS OPPOSED TO WHETHER OR NOT WE REALLY HAVE

AN UNDERSTANDING OF HOW DEEPLY RACISM IMPACTS THE ISSUES WE RE WORKING ON AND WHETHER OR

NOT THERE ARE ORGANIZATIONS AND ACTIVISTS OF COLOR ALREADY WORKING ON THESE ISSUES SO THAT WE
CAN FORM WORKING RELATIONSHIPS

WHITE SUPREMACY IS SYSTEM OF POWER THE DEFINITION OF WHITE SUPREMACY THAT USE

COMES FROM SHARON MARTINAS AND THE CHALLENGING WHITE SUPREMACY WORKSHOP WHITE

SUPREMACY IS HISTORICALLY BASED INSTITUTIONALLY PERPETUATED SYSTEM OF EXPLOITATION AND

OPPRESSION OF CONTINENTS NATIONS AND PEOPLES OFCOLOR BY WHITE PEOPLES AND NATIONS OF THE

EUROPEAN CONTINENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAINTAINING AND DEFENDING SYSTEM OF WEALTH

POWER AND PRIVILEGE WHITE SUPREMACY OPERATES THROUGH RACIAL OPPRESSION AGAINST PEOPLE OF

COLOR SLAVERY GENOCIDE ANTIIMMIGRATION DRIVING WHILE BLACK ETC ALONG WITH WHITE

PRIVILEGE TO WHITE PEOPLE NOT BEING THOUGHT OF AS CRIMINAL EVERY TIME YOU WALK INTO STORE

FOR EXAMPLE ALL THE WHILE WHITE SUPREMACY MAINTAINS REAL POWER FOR THE RULING CLASS WHO

CONTROL THE MAJOR INSTITUTIONS OF SOCIETY

THE IMPACT WHITE SUPREMACY HAS ON WHITE FOLKS IS RARELY LOOKED AT ESPECIALLY IN

RELATIONSHIP TO ACTIVISM AND ORGANIZING WHITE PRIVILEGE MEANS THAT WHITE PEOPLE DONT HAVE

TO THINK ABOUT RACISM WHITE PRIVILEGE MEANS THAT WHITE PEOPLE CAN THINK OF THEMSELVES AS

NORMAL AND GENERALIZE UNIVERSALLY THAT WHAT THEY EXPERIENCE IS THE STANDARD WHITE PRIVILEGE

IS MAJOR BARRIER TO ACTIVISM AND HAS HISTORICALLY UNDERMINED RADICAL MULTIRACIAL AND ANTI

RACIST MOVEMENTBUILDING AN EXAMPLE IS WHITE RADICALS ORGANIZING ACTIONS THAT INVOLVE

POSSIBLE ARREST WITHOUT THINKING ABOUT HOWPEOPLE OF COLOR HAVE VERY DIFFERENT RELATIONSHIP

TO THE POLICE IE POLICE BRUTALITY IS DAILY REALITY IN COMMUNITIES OF COLOR AND PEOPLE OF

COLOR ARE TREATED DIFFERENT AT THE HANDS OF POLICE GENERALLY SPEAKING WHITE PRIVILEGE OFTEN

OZ



LEADS TO WHITE ACTIVISTS THINKING THAT THEIR WAY OF ORGANIZING IS THE ONLY WAY TO ORGANIZE AND

THAT THEIR TACTICS ARE THE MOST RADICAL TACTICS

IN THE POLITICAL PUNK ZINE HEAIATTACK ACTIVIST HELEN LUU WROTE ABOUT THE WHITENESS OF

THE PROTESTS IN SEATTLE AS WELL AS THE LEFTANARCHIST MOVEMENTGENERALLY LUU LOOKED AT HOW

MIDDLE CLASS WHITE ACTIVISTS OFTEN HAVE THE PRIVILEGE TO CHOOSE ISSUES AND TO CHOOSE TACTICS

AND STATED THAT THEY GENERALLY HAVE LESS TO LOSE BY ENGAGING IN ACTIVISM PEOPLE OF COLOR ON

THE OTHER HAND GENERALLY HAVE TO FOCUS THEIR ACTIVISM ON SURVIVAL ISSUES LIKE POLICE BRUTALITY

HOUSING WELFARE RIGHTS ENVIRONMENTAL TOXINS NEXT DOOR THAT IMPACT THEIR LIVES AND

COMMUNITIES IN CONCRETE WAYS LUU ARGUES THAT WE NEED TO RETHINK THE WAY THAT WE DEFINE

ACTIVISM AND WOULD ARGUE THAT WHITE RADICALS NEED TO SERIOUSLY EXAMINE HOWWE TALK ABOUT

ISSUES AND TACTICS IN TERMS OF WHAT IS DEEMED MILITANT AND WHAT ISSUES ARE DESCRIBED AS

RADICAL IN RELATIONSHIP TO HOWWHITE SUPREMACY OPERATES

WHITE PRIVILEGE UNDERMINES SOLIDARITY IS THE WAY THAT WHITE ACTIVISTS CAN BE BLINDED BY

THE WHITE BY THIS MEAN WHITE ACTIVISTS OFTEN FAIL TO COMPREHEND THE IMPLICATIONS OF

COMMUNITIES OF COLOR ORGANIZING AND BUILDING THEIR CAPACITIES TO FIGHT TO GET TOXINS OUT OF

THEIR NEIGHBORHOOD FOR IMPROVED PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION FOR ACCOUNTABLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOR

AN END TO POLICE VIOLENCE FOR AN END TO INS DEPORTATION THE SYSTEM OF WHITE SUPREMACY

DEFINES WHITE PEOPLE AS HUMAN AND PEOPLE OF COLOR AS INFERIOR SUBHUMAN MARGINAL

UNDESERVING OF SERVICES LET ALONE BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS THE RACIALLY CODED PUBLIC DISCUSSIONS

OF SOCIAL POLICIES ILLUSTRATE THE CONTEMPT WHITE SOCIETY HAS FOR PEOPLE OF COLOR FEAR OF BROWN

BODIES CROSSING WHITE BORDERS WITH ILLEGITIMATE AND ILLEGAL BROWN BABIES SUCKING UP WHITE

TAX DOLLARS IN BLACK CONTROLLED WELFARE DEPARTMENTS OF INNER CITIES WHERE WELFARE QUEEN

MOTHERS RAISE THE NEXT GENERATION OF JUVENILE CRIME DELINQUENTS

THE DISCUSSION AROUND ORGANIZING AND ANTIRACISM WAS TAKEN UP BY JASON WADE AND STEVE

STEWART IN THEIR ARTICLE THE BATTLE FOR OUR LIVES FROM THE ANARCHIST JOURNAL THE ARSENAL

THEY ARGUE THAT ACTIVISTSORGANIZERS MUST DEVELOP ANALYSIS THAT CONNECTS SWEATSHOP LABOR IN

INDONESIA TO SWEATSHOP LABOR IN THE UNITED STATES AND DEMONSTRATE THAT GLOBAL CAPITALISM

CREATES MISERY IN THE THIRD WORLD AND MISERY IN THE UNITED STATES AS WELL THEY WRITE WE
NEED TO TAKE THE MOMENTUMFROM THE ANTIGLOBAL CAPITALISM STRU AND CONNECT THEM WITH

STRU AGAINST POLICE BRUTALITY FOR HEALTH CARE AGAINST WELFARE CUTBACKS FOR BETTER ACCESS TO

EDUCATION STRU THAT GROWFROM OUR NEIGHBORHOODS AND BUILD SERIOUS REVOLUTIONARY

CRITIQUE VISION AND MOVEMENT TO REDISTRIBUTE POWER BACK TO OUR EVERYDAY LIVES THEY

ARGUE WEHAVE TO STRU AROUND THESE EVERYDAY LIFE ISSUES IF WE HOPE TO BUILD MORE

MULTIRACIAL MOVEMENT

WITH THIS IN MIND WHITE ACTIVISTS NEED TO THINK ABOUT ANTIRACIST ORGANIZING IN AT LEAST

COUPLE OFWAYS ONE WHITE PRIVILEGE IS THE FLIPSIDE OFRACIAL OPPRESSION AND EACH MUST BE

CHALLENGED IF WE ARE TO MOVE TOWARDS EQUALITY TWOWHENPEOPLE OF COLOR OPPOSE RACISM

THEY ARE ALSO REAFFIRMING THEIR HUMANITY IN SOCIAL ORDER THAT DENIES THIS AND THAT IS WHY

STRUGGLES AROUND RACISM HAVE BEEN SUCH CATALYSTS FOR REVOLUTIONARY SOCIAL CHANGE AS THEY

CHALLENGE THE VERY FOUNDATION OF THIS SOCIETY WHITE SUPREMACY WHITE RADICALS NEED TO THINK

ABOUT WAYS OF TALKING ABOUT AND ORGANIZING AGAINST WHITE PRIVILEGE IN THE PREDOMINATELY

WHITE SECTORS OFTHE MOVEMENT AND IN GENERAL WHITE SOCIETY ITS ALSO IMPORTANT FOR WHITE

RADICALS TO REMEMBER THAT ORGANIZING AGAINST RACISM IS ALSO ABOUT FREEING OUR OWNHUMANITY

FROM THE GRIP OF THE SL SOCIETY



WHITE RADICALS ALSO NEED TO THINK ABOUT HOWWE GO ABOUT FORMING WORKING RELATIONSHIPS

WITH PEOPLE OF COLOR GLORIA ANZALDI QUEER CHICANA AUTHORACTIVIST WRITES ABOUT HOW

WHITE ACTIVISTS OFTEN TALK ABOUT HELPING OTHER PEOPLE HELPING THE PEOPLE AT BIG MOUNTAIN

THE FARM WORKERS INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES WORKING TO KEEP TOXINS OUT OF THEIR

NEIGHBORHOODS POLITICAL PRISONERS ETC ANZALCHIN WRITES AS THEY WHITE FOLKS LEARN OUR

HISTORIES AND UNDERSTAND OUR STRU THEY WILL COME TO SEE THAT THEY ARE NOT HELPING US

BUT FOLLOWING OUR LEAD THIS IS MAJOR DISTINCTION NO WHITE SAVIOR COMING TO MAKE IT ALL

BETTER BUT RATHER WHITE ALLIES WORKING IN SOLIDARITY WITH PEOPLE OF COLOR IN WAYTHAT RESPECTS

LEADERSHIP AND BUILDS TRUST AND RESPECT

WHITE ACTIVISTS FINDING WAYS TO SHOWSOLIDARITY AND ACT AS ALLIES WITH PEOPLE OF COLOR IS

CRITICAL ITS NOT ABOUT HELPING OTHET PEOPLE WITH THEIR ISSUES OR ACTING FROM SENSE OF GUILT

BUT RATHER TAKING RESPONSIBILITY FOR RACIAL INJUSTICE AND RECOGNIZING HOWWE ARE IMPACTED BY

THE ISSUES AS BLACK FEMINIST AUTHORACTIVIST BARBARA SMITH SAYS IN POLITICAL STRU THERE

WOULDNT BE ANY YOUR AND MY ISSUES IF WE SAW EACH FORM OF OPPRESSION AS INTEGRALLY LINKED

TO THE OTHERS

THIS IS AN EXCITING TIME WITH GREAT POSSIBILITIES WENEED TO BE READY TO MAKE MISTAKES

MAKE HARD DECISIONS AND EXPERIMENT WITH ANTIRACIST ORGANIZING THAT REALLY DOES AIM AT

CHALLENGING WHITE SUPREMACY WHILE CONFRONTING GLOBAL CAPITALISM

IN DOING OUR WORK IT IS IMPORTANT TO HAVE VISION AND HOLD ON TO IT WHEN THINK ABOUT

AND IMAGINE THE KIND OF MOVEMENT OF WHICH WANT TO BE PART IT IS MULTIRACIAL AND ANTI

RACIST ABSOLUTELY DEDICATED TO SELFDETERMINATION FOR ALL OPPRESSED PEOPLE AND ENDING WHITE

SUPREMACY FEMINIST WITH COMMITMENT TO DEVELOP NEW SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS BASED ON

EQUALITY AND BRING DOWNTHE SOCIAL STRUCTURES BASED ON DOMINATION QUEER LIBERATIONIST WITH

COMMITMENT TO CHALLENGING HETEROSEXISM AND CREATING FREEDOM TO SAFELY DEFINE OUR OWN

SEXUALITIES AND GENDERS MULTIGENERATIONAL AND FULL OF ENERGY WISDOM AND DESIRE TO MAKE

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES FOR ALL OF US TO CARE FOR AND LEARN FROM EACH OTHER ANTICAPITALIST WITH

DEEP ANALYSIS OF HOWTHE SYSTEM DEFORMS AND DEHUMANIZES US JOINED WITH VISION OF NEW

ORDER BASED ON SOCIAL COOPERATION AND ECOLOGICAL SUSTAINABILITY AND DEMOCRATIC WITH

PASSION FOR COLLECTIVE LIBERATION AND EMPOWERMENTALONG WITH AN EYE FOR ORGANIZING

STRATEGIES THAT HAVE DIRECT ACTION COLLECTIVE ACTION AND SOLIDARITY BUILDING AT THEIR CORE

TOGETHER WE CAN FOREVER WE MUST
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