
AN OPEN LETTER TO ACTIVISTS

CONCERNING RACISM IN THE ANTIWAR MOVEMENT

FEBRUARY 13 2003

DEAR SISTERS AND BROTHERS

WETHE UNDERSIGNEDARE PEACE ANDJUSTICE ACTIVISTS IN NEWYORK CITY WEARE ORGANIZINGTO

DEFEAT THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENTS OFFENSIVE OFWAR RACISM AND REPRESSION AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF

THE WORLDBOTH ABROAD AND WITHIN THE BORDERS OF THE US WECOME FROMMANY COMMUNITIES SOME

OF US FROM OTHER NATIONS WEARE ALL COLORS MULTIGENERATIONALWORKERS STUDENTS UNEMPLOYEDQUEER

AND STRAIGHT WE ARE WRITING TO YOU OUT OF CONCERNTHAT DESTRUCTIVE PATTERNS OF BEHAVIOR ARE HINDERING

THE GROWTH OF THE BROADEST POSSIBLE LONGTERM MOVEMENT AGAINST WAR AT HOME AND ABROAD AND

PREVENTING THE ATTAINMENT OF THE SOCIAL JUSTICE WE ALL SEEK

WEHAVE URGENT TASKS BEFORE US STOPPING WAR AGAINST IRAQ AND OTHERS AROUNDTHE WORLD AS

WELL AS PREVENTING FURTHER ATTACKS ON PEOPLE WITHIN THE UNITED STATES TO DO THIS WORK IN

PRINCIPLED WAY IN WAYS THAT ADDRESS THE ROOT CAUSES OF OPPRESSION REQUIRES THAT WE ACKNOWLEDGE

THE CONNECTIONBETWEEN THE FORMSAND INSTITUTIONS OF WHITE SUPREMACY EMBEDDEDIN US SOCIETY AND

THE PRACTICE OF WHITE SUPREMACY WITHIN OUR MOVEMENT AS WE DIG IN FOR THE LONG HAUL AND TRY TO BRING

TOGETHER THE BROADEST POSSIBLE GROUPING OF PEOPLE WE MUST BE CONSCIOUS OF HOW OUR

HISTORIESORGANIZATIONAL AND PERSONALINFLUENCE HOWWEWORK TOGETHER

BACKGROUND

SINCETHE TURN OF THE YEAR HUNDREDSOFACTIVISTSHAVECOMETOGETHERINNEW YORK CITY TO PLAN

ANTIWAR ACTIONS ALONG WITH THE WORK BEING DONE FOR FEBRUARY 15 THESE GATHERINGS WILL HOPEFULLY

LEAD TO MOREAND BETTER COALITIONBUILDING IN THE FUTURE HOWEVER AT LEAST TWO OTHER PROMISING

COORDINATION EFFORTS IN THIS CITY SINCE 9112001 ALSO BEGANBY INVOLVING DIVERSE FORCES AND ENDED

BADLY ONE SERIES OF MEETINGSATTENDED BY HUNDREDS LED TO THE FORMATION OF THE NEWYORK COALITION

FOR PEACE AND JUSTICEBUT ONLY AFTER DISASTROUS SPLIT AROUND THE QUESTION OF CALLINGFOR THE USE OF

INTERNATIONAL LAW AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO WAR AGAINST AFGHANISTAN SECOND SERIES OF MEETINGS HELD

LAST SPRING TO PLAN ANTIWAR COMMEMORATIONS OF 911 PRODUCED STAND UP NEW YORK BUT THAT

COALITION FOUNDERED WHEN ONE GROUP INSISTED ON ORGANIZING VIGIL AUTONOMOUSLY WITHOUT BEING

RESPONSIBLETO THE COALITIONAS WHOLE INOURVIEWDESTRUCTIVERACIALDYNAMICSANDWHITE SUPREMACY

ARE IMPLICATED IN THE DISRUPTION OF BOTH OFTHESE UNITY INITIATIVES PREDOMINANTLY WHITE FORCES FAILED

TO GRASP THE IMPORTANCE OF SELFDETERMINATION AND CERTAIN CONCERNS IN COMMUNITIES OF COLOR INDEED

THIS WAS THE CLEAR PERCEPTION OF MOST ACTIVISTS OF COLOR WHO WERE INVOLVED IN THE EVENTS
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THE PROBLEM OF RACISM IN ANTIWAR ACTIVISM IS NOT NEW FOR MANY YEARS PEOPLE OF COLOR AND

THEIR WHITE AHIESHAVE CITED ITS DEBILITATING EFFECTS TO NO AVAIL NEW ERA OFACTIVISM PRESENTS US WITH

THE OPPORTUNITY TO COMETO GRIPS WITH THE ISSUES OF RACE AND ANTIRACISM IN OUR MOVEMENT INSTEAD

OF CONTINUINGTO IGNORETHEM WEBELIEVETHAT SUCH AN ACCOUNTINGIS CRUCIALTO THE SUCCESS OF COALITION

BUILDING AMONGTHE ANTIWAR SECTORS OFNEW YORK CITY AND WE OFFER THIS LETTER AS MEANS OF GETTING

STARTED

WHOIS AFOSRA FFECTED BY WAR

AT HOMEAND ABROAD REPRESSION MILITARISMAND WARTAKE THEIR GREATEST TOLL ONPEOPLE OF COLOR

FOLLOWING 911 THE US GOVERNMENT AND ITS AGENTS ESCALATED THEIR LONGSTANDING AGGRESSION AGAINST

US TO THE LEVEL OF AN ENDLESS WAR ON TERRORISM ABROAD THAT WARIS WAGEDONIRAQ AFGHANISTAN THE

PHILIPPINES COLOMBIA VIEQUES PUERTO RICO AND OTHER NATIONS IN THE GLOBAL SOUTH ENDLESS WAR

CROWNSTHE ECONOMIC EMBARGOS AND SANCTIONS IMF WORLD BANKGENERATED DEBT COVERT SUPPORT

FOR TORTURE AND DEATH SQUADS AND ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION LONG IMPOSED ON NATIONS WHOSE

INHABITANTS ARE VIEWED THROUGH EUROCENTRIC LENS AS ALIEN DEMONS IN ORDER TO RATIONALIZE THEIR

DOMINATION AND DESTRUCTION AT HOME THE STATE DEMONIZES AND CRIMINALIZESPEOPLE OF COLORIN ORDER

TO RATIONALIZE TARGETING US FOR POLICE ABUSE AND REPRESSION IN THE NAME OF CRIMEFIGHTING AND

SECURITY SECRET DETENTION AND DEPORTATION OF IMMIGRANTS RACIAL PROFILING POLICE BRUTALITY

INCARCERATION AND CUTBACKS OF SOCIAL SERVICES ARE ALL PART OF THE ARSENAL USED BY THE STATE TO CONTROL

COMMUNITIES OF COLOR AND CONSTRAIN THEIR DEVELOPMENT

AS THE PRIMARY VICTIMS OF MILITARISM AND REPRESSION PEOPLE OFCOLOR HAVE WAGEDORGANIZED

RESISTANCE AGAINST THESE SCOURGES FOR CENTURIES WITHOUT RECOGNITION OF OUR FRONTLINE ACTIVISM BY

WHITES WE KNOW ONLY TOO WELL IF OTHERS DO NOT THAT THE PEACE MOVEMENT HAS ALWAYS BEEN

MULTIRACIAL AND INTERNATIONAL CONSISTENT WITH THIS HISTORY ARAB ASIAN LATINO CARIBBEAN AND

AFRICAN AMERICANS WERE ORGANIZINGIN THEIR NEWYORK CITY COMMUNITIES BEFORE 911 AND SINCE THE

911 ATTACKS HAVE TURNED OUT SIGNIFICANTNUMBERS ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS FOR EXAMPLETHERE WERE THE

911 ANNIVERSARYANTIWAR EVENTS SPONSOREDBY THIRD WORLD WITHIN UNDER THE BANNER NO MORE

LOST LIVES AND THERE WAS THE WEAINT GOINGNOWHERE MARCH AND RALLY IN HARLEM SPONSOREDBY

UPTOWN YOUTH FOR PEACE ANDJUSTICE IN ADDITION SOUTHASIAN ANDARAB AMERICANCOMMUNITYBASED

GROUPS HAVE SPEARHEAD STREET PROTESTS DOWNTOWNAND IN TIMES SQUARE AGAINST DETENTIONS AND OTHER

ABUSES OF IMMIGRANT RIGHTS THAT CONTINUE TO THIS DAY

THE MOVEMENTTODAY REACHING THE MAINSTREAM

THE ANTIWAR MOVEMENTAS WHOLE CAN TAKE GREAT PRIDE IN THE NATIONAL MOBILIZATIONS THAT

BROUGHT HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS TO WASHINGTON DC ON APRIL 22 OCTOBER 26 AND JANUARY 18

UNDAUNTED BY THE DRUMBEAT FOR AN INVASION OF IRAQ AND HEIGHTENED REPRESSION AT HOME OUR
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MOVEMENTHAS MOUNTED AN UNDENIABLE CHALLENGETO POLICIES THAT IF ALLOWEDTO PREVAIL CAN ONLY LEAD

TO THE DEVASTATIONOF PEOPLES AND NATIONS THE SUCCESS OF THESE DEMONSTRATIONS WAS DUE IN NO SMALL

PART TO THE HARD WORK DONE BY DIVERSE GRASS ROOTS NEIGHBORHOODBASED GROUPS IN NEW YORK AND

OTHER LOCALES

THE ENEI AND COMMITMENTEMANATINGFROM OUR LOCAL ANTIWARFORMATIONS CREATEA GOODBASIS

FOR DEVELOPING FUTURE PEACE AND JUSTICE WORK IN OUR CITY BUT TO REALIZE OUR POTENTIAL FOR BUILDING

MASS MOVEMENTREQUIRES FIRST AND FOREMOST CLARITY AS TO WHO ACTUALLY CONSTITUTES THE MAINSTREAM

AND WHY THE RIGHT THE CORPORATE MEDIA AND ELITE POLICY MAKERS PERSIST IN PAINTING MAINSTREAM

AMERICA AS WHITE AND MIDDLECLASS EVEN MANY WHITE LIBERALSCLINGTO THE NOTIONTHAT BUILDINGA MASS

MOVEMENTAGAINST WAR NECESSITATES THE USE OF TECHNIQUES AND RHETORIC THAT DONT SCARE AWAYMIDDLE

CLASS WHITES THIS WAY OF THINKINGIS ANACHRONISTICTHE NATIONS DEMOGRAPHICSHAVE CHANGEDSHARPLY

OVER THE LAST 40 YEARS EVEN MORE DRAMATICALLY OVER THE LAST DECADE WITH THE RESULT THAT PEOPLE OF

COLOR ARE FAST BECOMING MAJORITY IN THE US MORE IMPORTANTLY SINCE PEOPLE OF COLORWARS

PRINCIPAL TARGETSHAVE THE GREATEST INTEREST IN HOLDINGBACK THE WAR TIDE AND THUS ACTIVISTS OF COLOR

HAVE THE MOST POLITICALLY DEVELOPED PERSPECTIVES ON THE SUBJECT THEY ARE KEY SOURCE OF IDEAS ON

HOWTO STRENGTHEN WORK AND IMPROVE OUTREACH ADD TO THIS THE FACT THAT MORE AND MORE WHITE

WORKING CLASS AND MIDDLE CLASS FAMILIES ARE STRUGGLING TO SURVIVE UNDER THE CRUSHING BURDEN OF

GLOBALIZATIONS NEGATIVE EFFECTS AND IT BECOMES CLEAR THAT RESISTANCE AGAINST THE BUSH WAR MACHINE

MUST REFLECT THE SPECTRUM OF NEEDS ASPIRATIONS GOALS INTELLECTUAL RESOURCES AND COLORS OF

MULTIRACIAL MULTINATIONAL MULTILINGUAL AND MULTICLASS MAINSTREAM

UNFORTUNATELY WHITE SUPREMACY AND WHITE PRIVILEGE IN OUR WORK PRESENT OBSTACLES THAT IF

LEFT UNADDRESSED WILL LIMIT OUR ABILITY TO CONSOLIDATE AN EFFECTIVE MOVEMENTWITHIN TODAYS REALITIES

ADDRESSING WHITE SUPREMACYIN THE PEA CE ANDJUS TICE MOVEMENT

PERSISTENT DYNAMIC OF WHITE SUPREMACYRACISM AND WHITE PRIVILEGE WITHIN MANY

ORGANIZATIONS AND THE RESULTANT PERPETUATION OFRACIST PRACTICES TAKES VARIOUS FORMS RESISTANCE BY

PREDOMINANTLY WHITE ORGANIZATIONS TO SHARING LEADERSHIP WITHMUCH LESS FOLLOWING THE LEADERSHIP

OFACTIVISTS AND ORGANIZATIONSOF COLOR THE FAILURE OF PREDOMINANTLY WHITE ORGANIZATIONS TO ENDORSE

OR PARTICIPATE IN ANTIWAR ACTIVITIES SPONSORED BY PEOPLE OF COLOR GROUPS DISCUSSION CLIMATE THAT

EXCLUDES OR DEMEANS THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF ACTIVISTSORGANIZATIONS OF COLOR AND DISPARAGING OR

INSENSITIVE REMARKS BY INDIVIDUALS THESE PRACTICES HAVE ALIENATEDINDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS AND

THEY HAVE PREVENTED COOPERATIVE BONDS FROM FORMING AS WEWORK TO BUILD BROADAND DEEP OPPOSITION

TO WAR

SERIOUS ATTEMPTS HAVE BEEN MADE IN THE PAST TO BUILD ANTIRACISTLRACIALJ USTICE POLITICS AMONG

WHITE ACTIVISTS YET WESTILL SEE WHITE ACTIVISTS AND PREDOMINANTLY WHITE ORGANIZATIONSACTING IN WAYS

THAT EFFECTIVELY MARGINALIZE AND DISRESPECT ACTIVISTS AND ORGANIZATIONS OF COLOR IN ANTIWAR WORK
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WHILE MANY OF THESE INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS VIEW THEMSELVES AS ANTIRACIST THEIR WORDS AND

ACTIONSCONSCIOUSLY OR UNCONSCIOUSLY INTENTIONALLY OR NOT REPLICATE WHITE SUPREMACY AND WHITE

PRIVILEGE IN ADDITION THEY ADVOCATE CERTAIN POSITIONS WITHIN THE MOVEMENTTHAT FAILTO ADDRESS AND

IN SOMEINSTANCES ACTUALLY SUPPORT STRUCTURAL WHITE SUPREMACY

DEFINITIONS

WHAT DO WE MEAN BY WHITE SUPREMACY AND WHITE PRIVILEGE WE ARE UNAWARE OF ANY

UNIVERSALLY AGREED UPON DEFINITIONS BUT WEHAVE FOUND THOSE PUT FORTH BY THE CHALLENGING WHITE

SUPREMACY WORKSHOP WSAT HTTPWWWCWSWORKSHOPORDTO BE USEFUL CWSSTATES THAT WHITE

SUPREMACY IS SYSTEM HISTORICALLY CONSTRUCTED BY WHITE PEOPLES EUROPEAN NATIONS AND THE UNITED

STATES TO EXPLOIT AND OPPRESS NATIONS AND PEOPLES OF COLOR THE POINT OF THE SYSTEM IS TO MAINTAIN

AND PERPETUATE WEALTH POWER AND PRIVILEGE FOR NATIONS AND PEOPLES OF EUROPEAN DESCENT WHITE

PRIVILEGE IS ALSO SYSTEM INSTITUTIONALLY BASED THAT REWARDSAND PRIVILEGES WHITE PEOPLE SOLELY

BECAUSE OF THEIR SKIN COLOR AND EUROPEAN ORIGINS AND EXEMPTS WHITES AND EUROPEANDESCENDED

PEOPLES FROM OPPRESSION WHITE SUPREMACY ANCHORS WHITE PRIVILEGE AND RACIAL OPPRESSION IN OUR

SOCIETY MEANING THAT IT IS NOT SIMPLY ABOUT INDIVIDUAL PREJUDICE INDIVIDUAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL ACTS

OF RACIAL PREJUDICE ARE ROOTED IN AND REPLICATE AN ENTIRE SOCIAL CONSTRUCT OF WHITE SUPREMACY IF WE

WISH TO BUILD LASTING PEACE ANDJUSTICE MOVEMENTTHAT EFFECTIVELY UNITES THE BROADEST POSSIBLE STRATA

OF SOCIETY THEN OUR FIGHT AGAINST RACISM MUST BE FULLY CONSCIOUS AND ONGOING WEMUST FACE THE ISSUE

EXTERNALLY IN OUR PLATFORMS POSITIONS AND ACTIONS AND INTERNALLY IN OUR MOVEMENTWORK

EXAMPLES OF WHITE SUPREMACI PRIVILEGE WITHIN THE NYC PEACE JUSTICE MOVEMENT

BASED ON THE FOREGOING DEFINITIONS HERE ARE EXAMPLES OFPRACTICES THAT WE AND OTHER MOVEMENT

ACTIVISTS HAVE WITNESSED IN PEACE AND JUSTICE ACTIVITIES SINCE 9112001

REFUSING TO ACKNOWLEDGEAND ACCEPT LEADERSHIP FROM ACTIVISTS AND ORGANIZATIONS OF COLOR

REFUSING TO PARTICIPATE IN PEOPLE OF COLORLED EVENTS

REFUSING TO PARTICIPATE IN BROADANTIWAR ACTIVITIES WITH STRONG POC PARTICIPATION OR

LEADERSHIP EG THE SUMMERSPLIT WHEN WARRESISTERS LEAGUEWITHDREW FROM STAND

UP NEW YORK COMMEMORATION OF SEPTEMBER 11
WHITE GROUPS STARTING COALITIONS WITHOUT INPUT FROM OR HONEST OUTREACH TO

ORGANIZATIONS OF COLOR AND THEN CALLING THEIR GROUPS ONE ACTIVIST

DISMISSED THE LACK OF INPUT AND OUTREACH SAYING LONG AGO GAVE UP PAYING

ATTENTION TO SKIN COLOR ON SUCH MATTERS IM WITH DR KING WHATS

IMPORTANT ABOUT PEOPLE IS NOT THE COLOROF THEIR SKIN BUT THE CONTENT OF THEIR

CHARACTER

WHITE ACTIVISTS MAKING STRATEGY DECISIONSWITHOUT CONSULTINGACTIVISTS OF COLOR

WHOSEWORKIS CRITICAL TO IMPLEMENTING THE DECISIONS
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WHITE ACTIVISTS USING THEIR GREATER FINANCIAL OR VOLUNTEER RESOURCES TO ATTRACT

RESOURCES AND TO DOMINATE LEADERSHIP OR STAFF POSITIONS ANDDECISIONMAKING

DO IT MY WAY AND ILL RAISE THE DOLLARS

VARIATION ON DIVIDE AND RULE WHITE ACTIVISTS USING RHETORICIN DISCUSSION THAT EFFECTIVELY

PITS GROUPS AGAINST EACH OTHER PARTICULARLY GROUPS OF COLORFOR EXAMPLE INSINUATING THAT

ONE GROUPHAS UNFAIRLY TRIED TO DOMINATE SPACE WITHIN PROJECT THAT MUST ACCOMMODATE THE

INTERESTS OF MANY DIFFERENT SECTORS

PROMOTING POSITIONS THAT CHALLENGETHE IMPACT OF WAR ON MORE PRIVILEGED POPULATIONS WHILE

IGNORINGOR EVENJUSTIFYING ITS IMPACT ON PEOPLE OF COLOR AND IMMIGRANTS

REFUSING TO RECOGNIZE THE CENTRALITY OF WHITE SUPREMACY AND RACISM IN THE WAR

DRIVE AT HOMEAND ABROAD ONE LONGTIME PEACE ACTIVIST IN REFERENCE TO THE

US WAR AGAINST AFGHANISTAN RACIST WARIT ISNT VIETNAM WAS BUT THE

AFGHANS FOR THE MOST PART ARE NOT DARK SKINNED CRIMINAL WAR YES AN

ILLEGALWAR YES AN UNCONSTITUTIONAL WAR YES BUT RACIST WARBULL SHIT

DENYING THE IMPACT ON PEOPLE OF COLOR OF THE WAR AT HOME AND ABROAD

DENYING THAT NONARAB PEOPLE OF COLOR WITHIN THE US ARE PARTICULARLY

TARGETED BY THE WAR

APPEALING TO RACISM OR NATIONAL CHAUVINISM IN OPPOSING THE VAR

DISCREDITING IGNORINGOR MINIMIZINGTHE HISTORY AND PROMINENT ROLES OF PEOPLE OFCOLOR IN THE

PEACE AND JUSTICE MOVEMENT

DISSING OR DISCREDITING PEOPLE OF COLOR ORGANIZATIONS

DISMISSINGTHE ROLES OF PEOPLE OF COLOR IN ANTIWAR MOVEMENTSONE MOVEMENT

ACTIVIST CLAIMEDTHAT ANGELADAVIS AND MUHAMMADALL WERENOT SERIOUS ANTI

WAR ACTIVISTS DURING THE VIETNAM WAR

ENGAGING IN THE POLITICS OF PRIVILEGED PROJECTION SOME WHITE ACTIVISTS

COMFORTABLE WITH WHITE PEACE MOVEMENT CLAIM THAT ACTIVISTS OFCOLOR ARE

TOO BUSY WITH DOMESTIC ISSUES TO DO ANTIWAR WORK THIS PERCEPTION CAN

BE COVER FOR THE WHITE PERSONS ENTHUSIASTIC INVOLVEMENT IN ACTIVISMAGAINST

THE WAR ABROAD BUT INDIFFERENCE TO OPPOSING THE WARS AT HOMEWHICH AFTER

ALL PRIMARILY TARGET COMMUNITIES AND PEOPLE OF COLOR APPARENTLY IT HASNT

OCCURRED TO THIS ACTIVIST THAT HISHER WHITENESS ALONG WITH CLASS PRIVILEGE

BOTH ENABLES AND INFLUENCES THE LUXURY OF CHOOSING ON WHICH ISSUES SHE WILL

FOCUS

CREATING AN ATMOSPHERE OF MARGINALIZATION DISRESPECT OR NEGLECTTOWARDS PEOPLE OF COLOR IN

ANTIWAR MEETINGS AND EVENTS

WHITE ACTIVISTS TENDING TO DOMINATE DISCUSSIONS AND FAVOR THE MOST ARTICULATE
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NOT CALLING ON ACTIVISTS OF COLOR TO SPEAK AND CHAIR MEETINGS

WHITE PEOPLE ASSUMING THAT THEIR EXPERIENCES ARE THE NORM AND VIEWING

PEOPLE OF COLORS REALITIES AS THE OTHER OR THE EXCEPTION

JUDGING WHAT POLITICAL APPROACH WILL WORK WITH THE AVERAGE PERSON BY THE

EXPERIENCE IN WHITE NEIGHBORHOODS

USING TERMS LIKE US AND THEM

CREATING AN ENVIRONMENT IN MEETINGS THROUGH CERTAIN ACTIONS THAT IS THREATENING TO OR

UNCOMFORTABLE FOR IMMIGRANTS

EXPOSING IMMIGRANTS AND OTHER PEOPLE OF COLOR TO THE RISK OF ARREST IN CIVIL

DISOBEDIENCE CD ACTIONSOR PROMOTING CD IN COMMUNITIESOF COLOR WITHOUT

UNDERSTANDINGTHAT IMMIGRANTS RISK JAILDEPORTATION ANDORPOLICE VIOLENCETHAT

COULD LEAD TO SERIOUS INJURY OR DEATH

INSENSITIVITY TO IMMIGRANTS RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL PRACTICES

SUCH PRACTICES REPRODUCE IN OUR MOVEMENTTHE WHITE SUPREMACY THAT PERMEATES US SOCIETY

SIMILAR DYNAMIC INVOLVES CLASS THOSE WITH GREATER ACCESS TO EDUCATION WEALTH AND POWER OFTEN

MARGINALIZE WORKING PEOPLE AND INVOLVES GENDER MALE SUPREMACY CREATES UNFAVORABLE CONDITIONS

FOR WOMENS EQUAL PARTICIPATION MOST WHITE ACTIVISTS DONT SEE HOWWHITENESS PRIVILEGES THEM

AND PERPETUATES WHITE SUPREMACIST SOCIAL RELATIONS IN MOVEMENT WORK WHITE ACTIVISTS HAVE

RESPONSIBILITY TO STRUGGLE AGAINST WHITE SUPREMACY STRUGGLE THAT INCLUDES SHARING LEADERSHIP

WITH AND BEING WILLING TO FOLLOW THE LEAD OF PEOPLE AND ORGANIZATIONS OF COLOR MAINTAINING AN

ATTITUDE OF COLLECTIVITY AND NOT DOMINATING DISCUSSION CHALLENGING RACIST LANGUAGE AND ACTIONS

ESPECIALLY WITHIN MOVEMENTSPACES AND PRIORITIZING THE ISSUES EXPERIENCES AND STRUGGLES OF

PEOPLE OF COLOR

IMPOR TA NCEOF LEA DERSHIP OF COMMUNITIES OF COLOR

REAL PEACE CAN ONLY BE ACHIEVED IF OUR MOVEMENTCOMES TO UNDERSTAND AND ADDRESSES THE

RACIST ROOTS OF MODEM MILITARISM AND WAFFARE IT FOLLOWS THEREFORE THAT REAL JUSTICE CAN ONLY BE

ACHIEVEDIF THE PEOPLE MOST AFFECTEDBY INJUSTICE ARE IN THE LEADERSHIPOFMOVEMENTSSEEKINGCHANGE

BY NO MEANS DO WE DISCOUNT THE ROLE OF WHITE ACTIVISTS AND PREDOMINANTLY WHITE ORGANIZATIONS

WITHIN THE PEACE AND JUSTICE MOVEMENT IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE THE BROADEST AND STRONGEST OPPOSITION

TO WARWENEED UNIFIEDACTION ACROSS ALLLINESANDWHITE COMMUNITIESARE OBVIOUSLY ANINTEGRALPART

OF THAT MOVEMENTBUILDINGBUT ESPECIALLY IN NEWYORK CITY GIVENITS RACIALAND ETHNIC COMPOSITION

PEOPLE OF COLOR MUST HAVE PLACE AT THE HELM IN COALITION WORK WHITE ACTIVISTS AND PREDOMINANTLY

WHITE GROUPS MUST TACKLE THIS ISSUE DIRECTLY IN COUNTRY FOUNDED ON GENOCIDESLAVERY ANDTERRITORIAL

CONQUEST THAT IS STILL PLAGUED BY RACISM AND BY THE UNEQUAL DISTRIBUTION OF POWER AND RESOURCES

PEOPLE OFCOLOR CANTELL WHENWHITE FOLKS DONT WELCOMETHEIR INPUT MUCH LESS THEIR LEADERSHIP AND

UNDERSTANDABLY WE ARE TURNED OFF OF TRYING TO WORK WITH PEOPLE WHO DISMISS MARGINALIZE OR
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PATRONIZE US IN ADDITION TO TREATING PEOPLE OF COLOR WITH RESPECT WHITE ACTIVISTS AND GROUPS NEED

TO EMBRACE THE PRINCIPLE OF POWERSHARING AND THE SHARING OF RESOURCES

ACTIVISTS OF COLOR WHO AREON THE RECEIVINGENDOF RACIST BEHAVIORFACEVEXINGDECISIONS ABOUT

WHETHER OR HOWTO INTERACT WITH PREDOMINANTLY WHITE PROJECTS SOME OPT TO CONCENTRATE ON BUILDING

BASE IN THEIR OWN COMMUNITIES OTHERS WORK IN MULTIRACIAL SETTINGS WHERE THEY OFTEN FIND

THEMSELVES THE BRUNT OF RACIST DYNAMICS IN THE LATTER CASE UNPLEASANT EXPERIENCES HAVE MADE SOME

PEOPLE SKEPTICAL ABOUT WHITE ACTIVISTS DEDICATION TO POWERSHARING AND FIGHTING WHITE SUPREMACY
FOR THOSE ACTIVISTS OF COLOR WHOARE COMMITTED TO CITYWIDE ORGANIZING DESPITE BEING TEMPTED TO

DISMISS THE SOCALLED WHITE LEFT AN OXYMORON ITS IMPORTANT THAT WHITE ACTIVISTS INDICATE

WILLINGNESS TO ENGAGEIN SERIOUS DIALOGUE WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF POLITICAL STRUGGLE

WE ASK PEACE AND JUSTICE ACTIVISTS IN NYC TO REFLECT ON THE CONTENT OF THIS LETTER DISCUSS IT

AND RESPOND HOWCAN OUR ORGANIZATIONS AND COALITIONS BEST DEAL WITH THESE PROBLEMS WELOOK

FORWARDTO DIALOGUE ON THE ISSUES MOST IMPORTANT WE HOPE AND EXPECT THAT OUT OF THAT DIALOGUE

WILL COME LASTING CHANGES IN THE WAYS WE WORK TOGETHER

IN SOLIDARITY

STEVE BLOOM JEAN CAREY BOND

HUMBERTOBROWN SAULO COL6N

BHAIRAVI DESAI CHERRENE HORAZUK

RANDY JACKSON HANY KHALIL

RAY LAFOREST NG6 THANH NHN
REND FRANCISCO POITEVIN MERLE RATNER

LIZ ROBERTS JULIET UCELLI

LINCOLN VAN SLUYTMAN

TO RESPOND TO THIS LETTER PLEASE EMAIL THE SIGNERS AT ANTIRACISTMOVEMENT
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