
SHININ

THE LITE

ON

WHITE

AN
HISTORICAL

OVERVIEW
OF

WHITE

PRIVILEGE



IUEIUII THI LETH WELITH
WILUTE

BY SHARON MARTINAS

INTRODUCTION

THE SHININ THE LITE ON WHITE SERIES INCLUDES THIS ESSAY ON WHITE PRIVILEGE

SEVERAL EXERCISES ON IDENTIFYING AND CHALLENGING WHITE PRIVILEGE BEHAVIOR OF SOCIAL JUSTICE

ACTIVISTS AND THE ESSAY THE CULTURE OF WHITE SUPREMACY

THE PURPOSE OF THIS SERIES IS THREEFOLD

TO DEVELOP DEFINITION OF WHITE SO THAT WE CAN DEAL WITH THE PROBLEM MORE

EFFECTIVELY
TO STRENGTHEN OUR INSIGHTS ABOUT WHITE PRIVILEGE IN WHITE SUPREMACY SYSTEM
TO DEVELOP AN EFFECTIVE ANALYSIS AND STRATEGY FOR CHALLENGING WHITE PRIVILEGE

AS WELL AS RACIAL OPPRESSION

DEFINING THE PROBLEM

WHY CANT WE JUST GET IT TOGETHER

IN 1996 PROGRESSIVE ACTIVISTS IN CALIFORNIA WAGED MASSIVE MULTIRACIAL AND

MILITANT STRUGGLE TO SAVE AFFIRMATIVE ACTION THOUGH WE RAISED THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF

MILLIONS OF PEOPLE VOTERS AND NONVOTERS WE LOST AT THE BALLOT BOX 56 OF CALIFORNIAS

ELECTORATE VOTED YES ON PROPOSITION 209 THE VOTERS WIPED OUT AFFIRMATIVE ACTION IN

THE PUBLIC SECTOR IN EDUCATION EMPLOYMENT AND CONTRACTING

WHAT HAPPENED THERE WERE MANY ANALYSES AMONG ACTIVISTS ALL OF WHICH HELD

IMPORTANT KERNELS OF TRUTH

THE ELECTORAL ARENA IN CALIFORNIA IS STACKED DECK WHEN THE RIGHT USES RACIST

INITIATIVES THOUGH 47 OF THE POPULATION IS PEOPLE OF COLOR 83 OF THE VOTERS ARE

WHITE

THE LEFT WAS OUT SPENT BY THE RIGHT AND THE CLINTONCAMPAIGN FAILED TO KEEP

ITS COMMITMENT TO PROVIDE MILLIONS OF DOLLARS TO WAGE AN EFFECTIVE MEDIA CAMPAIGN

AGAINST THE INITIATIVE

00 THE WORDING OF THE INITIATIVE BILLED AS CIVIL RIGHTS POLICY DELIBERATELY

CONFUSED MANY WELL MEANING VOTERS WHO WOULD BE EXPECTED TO SUPPORT EQUALITY IN

GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS
TO WAGE COMPREHENSIVE GRASS ROOTS ORGANIZING ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN IN STATE

THE SIZE OF CALIFORNIA ACTIVISTS SHOULD HAVE STARTED IN 1995 AND COORDINATED THEIR EFFORTS

MUCH MORE EFFECTIVELY

THESE ARE IMPORTANT POINTS BUT SOMETHING IS MISSING THE ORGANIZERS IN

COMMUNITIES OF COLOR REACHED THEIR ELECTORAL OBJECTIVES HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF NEW
VOTERS WENT TO THE POLLS AND THE NO ON 209 VOTES LOOKED LIKE THIS

ASIAN AMERICANS 61 AFRICAN AMERICANS 74 AND LATINOS 76 BUT THE GROUPS

ORGANIZING AMONG WHITE FEMINISTS DID NOT REACH THEIR GOALS TO DEFEAT 209 FIFTYFIVE

PERCENT OF WHITE WOMEN NEEDED TO VOTE NO INSTEAD 57 OF WHITE WOMEN VOTED YES

WHAT HAPPENED MOST FEMINISTS KNOW THAT WHITE WOMEN HAVE BEEN THE MAJOR

BENEFICIARIES OF AFFIRMATIVE ACTION IN ALL ITS SPHERES SO WHY DID WE WHITE WOMEN VOTE

OVERWHELMINGLY AGAINST OUR OWN SELFINTEREST AS WELL AS AGAINST SOCIAL LUSTICE FOR PEOPLE
OF COLOR



TO BEGIN TO ANALYZE THIS PROBLEM BELIEVE WE HAVE TO UNDERSTAND THE HISTORY AND

ROLE OF WHITE PRIVILEGE IN THIS COUNTRY

BRAINSTORM WHITE IS NOT WHITE IS

WHAT DOES WHITE MEAN TO YOU AS IT REFERS TO PEOPLE HERE ARE SOME GUIDING

QUESTIONS TO ADDRESS IN YOUR RESPONSE
IS WHITE SKIN COLOR

WHAT DOES YOUR DICTIONARY AND THESAURUS SAY ABOUT WHITE AS REFERRING TO PEOPLE
ARE WHITE PEOPLE RACE

IS WHITE AN ETHNICITY LIKE NORWEGIAN IRISH JEWISH RUSSIAN
ARE WHITE PEOPLE WHO LIVE IN THE USA AMERICANS

000
IS THERE SUCH THING AS THE WHITE COMMUNITY IN THE US

IF YOU ARE PERSON OF COLOR WHAT DO YOU CALL PEOPLE WHOSE ANCESTORS

CAME FROM EUROPE
IF YOUR ANCESTORS CAME FROM EUROPE WHAT DO YOU CALL YOURSELF

WHITE IS WHITE PRIVILEGE

WEBSTERS NEW WORLD SIC DICTIONARY DEFINES PRIVILEGE AS RIGHT ADVANTAGE

FAVOR OR IMMUNITY SPECIALLY GRANTED TO ONE ESP RIGHT HELD BY CERTAIN INDIVIDUAL

GROUP OR CLASS AND WITHHELD FROM CERTAIN OTHERS OR ALL OTHERSEMPHASIS ADDED THIRD

COLLEGE EDITION OF WEBSTERS 1988

THE CWS WORKSHOP DEFINES WHITE PRIVILEGE THIS WAY

US INSTITUTIONS AND CULTURE GIVE PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT TO PEOPLE WHOSE

ANCESTORS CAME FROM EUROPE OVER PEOPLES WHOSE ANCESTORS ARE FROM THE AMERICAS

AFRICA ASIA AND THE ARAB WORLD AND EXEMPT EUROPEAN AMERICANS WHITE PEOPLE

FROM THE FORMS OF RACIAL AND NATIONAL OPPRESSION INFLICTED UPON PEOPLES FROM THE

AMERICAS AFRICA ASIA AND THE ARAB WORLD

THIS WEB OF INSTITUTIONAL AND CULTURAL PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT IS CALLED WHITE

PRIVILEGE IN WHITE SUPREMACY SYSTEM WHITE PRIVILEGE AND RACIAL OPPRESSION ARE TWO

SIDES OF THE SAME COIN

NONRULING CLASS WHITE PEOPLE ARE BOTH OPPRESSED AND PRIVILEGED THEY ARE

OPPRESSED MOST SIGNIFICANTLY ON THE BASIS OF CLASS GENDER AND SEXUALITY AND ALSO ON THE

BASIS OF RELIGION CULTURE ETHNICITY AGE PHYSICAL ABILITIES AND POLITICS AT THE SAME

TIME THEY ARE PRIVILEGED IN RELATION TO PEOPLES OF COLOR

HISTORICAL ORIGINS OF WHITE PRIVILEGE

IN THE EARLY 1600S 50 WEALTHY ENGLISHMEN BOUGHT STOCK IN THE VIRGINIA COMPANY

OF LONDON THEIR STOCK OPTIONS INCLUDED LARGE PARCELS OF INDIAN LAND IN THE NEW COLONY

OF VIRGINIA AS WELL AS THE RIGHT TO GOVERN THE COLONY

THESE ENGLISH GENTLEMEN DID NOT INTEND TO WORK THEIR LANDS IN VIRGINIA TO GET

WORKERS THEY CONTRACTED WITH ENGLISH MERCHANTS WHO DELIVERED IMPOVERISHED ENGLISH

TEENAGERS AND KIDNAPED AFRICANS BY THE SECOND DECADE OF COLONIZATION WORKING

SERVANTS BOTH ENGLISH AND AFRICAN OUTNUMBERED ENGLISH GENTLEMEN BY PERHAPS 100 TO



LIVING AND WORKING CONDITIONS FOR AFRICAN AND ENGLISH LABORERS WERE HORRENDOUS

WORKERS WERE REGULARLY WHIPPED NEARLY STARVED TO DEATH DENIED DAYS OF REST AND

REFUSED PERMISSION TO MARRY ENGLISH SERVANTS WHO WERE SUPPOSEDLY PROTECTED UNDER

ENGLISH POOR LAWS HAD LIMITED TIMES OF SERVITUDE BUT OWNERS DISREGARDED THE LAWS THOSE

SERVANTS WHO WERE FREED AS REQUIRED USUALLY DIED WITHIN FEW YEARS

UNDER THESE CONDITIONS AFRICAN AND ENGLISH SERVANTS STRUGGLED TO SURVIVE AND

RESIST THEIR COMMONOPPRESSION THEY TRADED TOGETHER THEY MADE LOVE TOGETHER AND

THEY MADE WAR TOGETHER AGAINST THEIR MASTERS MOST SERVANTS WERE ARMED SINCE THE

WEALTHY USED THEIR SERVANTS TO PROTECT THE FRONTIERS AGAINST HOSTILE INDIANS

VIRGINIA RECORDS DOCUMENT TEN SERVANT REVOLTS IN THE MID 1600S CULMINATING IN

THE FAMOUS BACONS REBELLION OF 1676 AFRICAN AND ENGLISH SERVANTS FREE WORKERS AND

FARMERS DEMANDED LAND AND PAY FOR THEIR LABOR THEY BURNED DOWN JAMESTOWN THE

COLONYS CAPITAL COLONIAL RULERS HAD TO CALL IN THE BRITISH ARMY TO SUBDUE THE REBELLION

COLONIAL LANDOWNING LEGISLATORS RESPONDED WITH SERIES OF SLAVE CODES ENACTED

FROM 1680 THROUGH 1705 THESE CODES LEGALIZED CHATTEL SLAVERY THE CHILD OF AN ENSLAVED

WOMAN WOULD BE ENSLAVED FOR LIFETIME AND SEVERELY RESTRICTED THE RIGHTS OF FREE

AFRICANS THE CODES EQUATED THE TERMS SLAVE AND NEGRO THUS INSTITUTIONALIZING THE

WORLDS FIRST SYSTEM OF RACIALIZED SLAVERY

THE CODES ALSO SET OUT THE RIGHTS OF AND RESTRICTIONS FOR SERVANTS AT FIRST

SERVANTS REFERRED AMBIGUOUSLY TO BOTH AFRICANS AND ENGLISH BUT AS SLAVE BECAME

SYNONYMOUS WITH NEGRO THE SPANISH WORD FOR BLACK SERVANT CAME TO MEAN

WHITE THE TERM WHICH REPLACED ENGLISH CHRISTIAN OR WENCH TO REFER TO POOR OR

INDENTURED EUROPEANS

AS THE CODES TIGHTENED THE LEGAL NOOSE AROUND ENSLAVED AFRICANS THEY

SIMULTANEOUSLY LOOSENED THE LEGAL BONDS ON ENGLISH INDENTURED SERVANTS ENGLISH OR

WHITE SERVANTS WERE GRANTED SPECIFIC FORMS OF PRIVILEGE OR PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT WHICH

WAS SPECIFICALLY DENIED TO SLAVES OR NEGROES

FOR EXAMPLE THE CODES STIPULATED THAT SERVANTS COULD CHALLENGE UNJUST BEHAVIOR OF

THEIR MASTERS IN COURT SERVANTS BOTH MEN AND WOMEN WERE ENTITLED TO SPECIFIC

FREEDOM DUES PAID IN TOBACCO THE LEGAL TENDER OF THE COLONY WHEN THEIR TERM OF

SERVITUDE WAS OVER SERVANTS COULD GET SMALL PLOT OF LAND PROVIDED THEY PROMISED TO

GUARD THE FRONTIERS POOR WHITE MALES WERE OFFERED THE FIRST PAID JOBS IN THE COLONY ON

THE SLAVE PATROLS THEY GOT BOUNTIES FOR EVERY SLAVE THEY CAUGHT THINK THE SLAVE PATROL

IS THE INSTITUTIONAL ANCESTOR OF THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

ALL THESE PRIVILEGES WERE SPECIFIED AS BEING AVAILABLE ONLY TO WHITE PEOPLE

HOWEVER IF ANY POOR WHITES ACTED IN SOLIDARITY WITH ANY AFRICANS THEY WOULD BE

PHYSICALLY BRANDED AND THEIR PRIVILEGES REMOVED THUS THE TERM WHITE BECAME

SYNONYMOUS WITH PRIVILEGE IN COLONIAL LAW

IN CONCLUSION STUDY OF THE HISTORICAL ORIGIN OF THE TERM WHITE SUGGESTS THAT

000 WHITE IS POLITICAL TERM IT WAS SPECIFICALLY CREATED BY COLONIAL RULERS

TO PREVENT OPPRESSED PEOPLE FROM DIFFERENT CONTINENTS FROM UNITING TO CONFRONT THEIR

COMMONOPPRESSORS
WHITE PRIVILEGE IS RELATIONAL TERM IT IS THE OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN

OF RACIAL OPPRESSION IN THE US WHITE SUPREMACY SYSTEM THEY GO TOGETHER
000 WHITE WAS ORIGINALLY CLASS TERM THE PRIVILEGES OF WHITENESS WERE FIRST

GRANTED BY THE COLONIAL RULING CLASS ONLY TO THE POOR AND SERVANT CLASS OF EUROPEANS



COLONIAL RULERS DID NOT NEED PRIVILEGE THEY HAD POWER
IN FEW GENERATIONS THE INSTITUTIONAL PRIVILEGES FOR THE WHITE POOR

WOULD WIPE OUT THE MATERIAL BASIS FOR UNITY WITH OPPRESSED AFRICANS AS THEIR DAILY LIVES

GREW FURTHER APART BACON REBELLION WAS THE LAST MULTIRACIAL REVOLT OF THE OPPRESSED

DURING THE COLONIAL ERA
000 COLONIAL RULERS USED THE EXISTENCE OF THESE PRIVILEGES TO CONVINCE POOR

WHITE PEOPLE THAT THE LITTLE THEY HAD WAS DUE TO THEIR RACIAL SUPERIORITY RATHER THAN TO

PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT COMBINED WITH HARD WORK THE IMPACT OF WHITE PRIVILEGE ON WHITE

PEOPLES DAILY LIVES REINFORCED THE IDEOLOGY OF WHITE ARROGANCE AND LEGITIMIZED THEIR

DEHUMANIZATION OF PEOPLE OF COLOR

IN SUMMARY THE SYSTEM OF WHITE PRIVILEGE TOR NONRULING CLASS WHITES

REINFORCES THE SYSTEM OF RACIAL OPPRESSION AGAINST PEOPLE OF COLOR

AND THE COMPLEMENTARY SYSTEMS OF WHITE PRIVILEGE AND RACIAL OPPRESSION MAINTAIN THE

SYSTEM OF WHITE POWERFOR RULING CLASS WHITES

HOW WHITE PRIVILEGE HAS BEEN PERPETUATED IN THE US

BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE FIVE MAJOR WAYS BY WHICH THE SYSTEM OF WHITE PRIVILEGE

HAS BEEN PERPETUATED
THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF INTERNAL COLONIALISM WHICH LAID THE BASIS FOR THE

US CAPITALIST SYSTEM
THREE HUNDRED YEARS OF AFFIRMATIVE ACTION PROGRAMS FOR WHITE PEOPLE CREATED

BY FEDERAL AND STATE LAWS
POLITICAL DEMANDS OF MOST WHITE PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENTS CALL THIS THE

STRATEGY OF THE SLAVE OWNERS
REPRODUCTION OF WHITE PRIVILEGE IN DAILY LIFE THE TREATMENT OF WHITE PEOPLE

BECAUSE THEY ARE WHITE AND THE BEHAVIORAL RESPONSE OF WHITE PEOPLE TO THIS TREATMENT

THE CULTURE OF WHITE SUPREMACY

ALTHOUGH THIS ANALYSIS OF WHITE PRIVILEGE MAY SEEM BIT COMPLEX SPOTTING

MANIFESTATIONS OF WHITE PRIVILEGE IS RELATIVELY EASY JUST LOOK FOR AN INSTANCE OF RACIAL

OPPRESSION AND ASK YOURSELF WHO BENEFITS FROM THIS OPPRESSION YOULL PROBABLY SEE

THAT FEW WHITE GUYS AT THE TOP GET THE LIONS SHARE BECAUSE THEY HAVE THE POWER
AND WHOLE LOT OF WHITE MEN AND WOMEN IN THE MIDDLE GET LITTLE PIECE OF THE ACTION

THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF INTERNAL COLONIALISM

AS ELIZABETH MARTNEZ DISCUSSED IN HER ESSAY ON WHAT IS WHITE SUPREMACY THE

UNITED STATES AS NATIONSTATE WAS CREATED OUT OF STOLEN LAND ENSLAVED LABOR AND WAR

THE WEALTH CREATED FROM THE THEFT OF INDIGENOUS LAND THE LABOR OF AFRICAN CAPTIVES AND

THE WAR ON MEXICO MADE THE EUROPEANAMERICAN COLONIAL OWNERS VERY WEALTHY CLASS OF

PEOPLE AND PROVIDED THE CAPITAL THAT CREATED CAPITALISM IN THE US

IT ALSO BENEFITED THE EUROPEANAMERICAN WORKING AND MIDDLE CLASSES BOTH

IMMIGRANT AND US BORN TO UNDERSTAND THE ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE WHITE

WORKING AND MIDDIES CLASSES OF THE US AND ALL THE PEOPLES OF COLOR WHOSE OPPRESSION

CREATED THE WEALTH OF CAPITALISM IT IS HELPFUL TO LOOK AT AFRICAN COLONIALISM THERE YOU

HAVE SYSTEM WHERE ALL CLASSES OF EUROPEAN SETTLERS MAKE THEIR MONEY OFF THE BACKS OF

THE INDIGENOUS COLONIZED SO EVEN WHEN BLACK AND WHITE WORKER WORK IN THE SAME

INDUSTRY THEIR RELATIONSHIP WITHIN THAT INDUSTRY IS ONE OF COLONIZED AND COLONIZER

II



AN EXAMPLE FROM MY OWN FAMILY HISTORY MIGHT HELP MAKE THE POINT MY PATERNAL

GRANDPARENTS MIGRATED FROM RUSSIA IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY MY GRANDFATHER WORKED IN

NEW YORK SWEAT SHOP MISERABLE JOB BY ANY STANDARDS BUT THE ECONOMIC REASON

WHY HE AND MILLIONS OF HIS PEERS WERE ABLE TO GET THESE LOBS WAS BECAUSE OF THE

SEMISLAVE LABOR OF PEOPLE OF AFRICAN DESCENT IN SOUTHERN PLANTATIONS AFTER THE DEFEAT OF

RECONSTRUCTION COTTON WAS CHEAP BECAUSE OF THE CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH AFRICAN

AMERICANS LABORED SO THERE WAS HUGE MARKET FOR COTTON GOODS WHICH CREATED

THOUSANDS OF JOBS FOR EUROPEAN IMMIGRANTS INCLUDING MY GRANDFATHER

MY MOTHERS FATHER WORKED IN SHOE FACTORY HE WORKED UNDER UNSAFE CONDITIONS

AND EVENTUALLY SUFFOCATED FROM ASTHMA CAUSED BY LEATHER DUST BUT AT THE TURN OF THE

CENTURY THE MASSACHUSETTS SHOE INDUSTRY WAS BOOMING THE LEATHER CAME FROM THE SOUTH

WEST ON RAILROADS BUILT BY CHINESE AND MEXICAN LABORERS THE COWS WERE HERDED BY

MEXICANO VAQUEROS WHO HAD BEEN ROBBED OF THEIR HISTORICAL LANDS AFTER THE TREATY OF

GUADELUPE HIDALGO TRANSFORMED HALF OF MEXICO INTO OCCUPIED AMERICA AND SO MY

MATERNAL GRAND PARENTS BECAME THE DIRECT BENEFICIARIES OF THE US COLONIAL WAR AGAINST

MEXICO AND THE NATIONAL OPPRESSION OF CHICANO PEOPLE

WHITE MOB VIOLENCE GUARANTEED THE WHITE PRIVILEGES FROM THE ECONOMY OF INTERNAL

COLONIALISM IN THE 1840S AND 1850S IRISH WORKING CLASS IMMIGRANTS PUSHED AFRICAN

AMERICANS OUT OF THE SKILLED TRADES IN NEW YORK CITY BY BURNING DOWN PARTS OF THE BLACK

COMMUNITY WHILE IRISH POLICE AND FIRE FIGHTERS LOOKED ON WHITE HOMESTEADERS MURDERED

INDIGENOUS WARRIORS TRYING TO PROTECT THEIR HISTORICAL HOMELANDS AND SLAUGHTERED MILLIONS

OF THEIR BUFFALO UNEMPLOYED WHITE WORKERS BURNED DOWN PARTS OF SAN FRANCISCO

CHINATOWN IN THE 1880S TO DRIVE CHINESE WORKERS OUT OF THE CIGARMAKING AND SHOE

INDUSTRIES WHITE SQUATTERS LYNCHED CHICANOS FIGHTING TO KEEP THEIR ANCESTRAL LANDS IN

OCCUPIED AMERICA

INHERITED THIS LEGACY AM WHITE MIDDLE CLASS WOMAN WITH ENOUGH EDUCATIONAL

AND MATERIAL RESOURCES TO PUT ON FREE ANTIRACIST TRAINING WORKSHOP AM IN THIS

POSITION BECAUSE AM THE BENEFICIARY OF THE SYSTEM OF WHITE PRIVILEGE EMBEDDED IN

INTERNAL COLONIALISM BACKED UP BY VIOLENCE CAN RUN FROM IT BUT CANT HIDE ITS MY

HISTORY TINY PART OF THE HISTORY OF AFFIRMATIVE ACTION FOR WHITE PEOPLE

300 YEARS OF AFFIRMATIVE ACTION FOR WHITE PEOPLE

SOME EXAMPLES

1663 IN VIRGINIA ENGLISH FEMALE INDENTURED SERVANTS ARE NO LONGER ALLOWED TO WORK IN

THE FIELDS THEY CAN ONLY WORK IN THEIR MASTERS HOUSE AFRICAN WOMEN STILL

WORK IN THE FIELDS

1680 1705 VIRGINIA SERVANT CODES SPECIFY THAT WHITE SERVANTS CAN TESTIFY IN COURT

GET FREEDOM DUES PLOT OF LAND AND THE RIGHT TO MARRY SOMEONE ELSE WHO

COMES FROM EUROPE RACIAL INTERMARRIAGE IS BANNED

1790 THE NATURALIZATION ACT THE FIRST ACT OF THE FIRST US CONGRESS GUARANTEES THAT

WHITE IMMIGRANTS CAN BECOME CITIZENS WHICH LEADS THE WAY FOR THEM TO BECOME

OWNERS OF LAND NONWHITE IMMIGRANTS ARE DENIED THE RIGHT TO BE CITIZENS

THIS PROVISION WAS NOT CHANGED UNTIL 1952



1830 THE INDIAN REMOVAL ACT INITIATED BY PRESIDENT ANDREW JACKSON REMOVES THE

CHOCTAW CREEK CHEROKEE CHICKASAW AND SEMINOLE INDIANS FROM THE MOST FERTILE

LAND IN THE SOUTH WHITE SLAVE OWNERS TAKE OVER THE LAND USE ENSLAVED AFRICANS

TO GROW THE COTTON THAT CREATES THE WEALTH FOR BOTH SOUTHERN AND NORTHERN RULING

AND MIDDLES CLASS WHITES COTTON BECOMES THE MAJOR EXPORT OF THE NEW NATION

1848 IN THE TREATY OF GUADELUPE HIDALGO MEXICO CEDES HALF ITS NATIONAL TERRITORY TO THE

UNITED STATES MEXICANS LIVING NORTH OF THE RIO GRANDE BECOME US
CITIZENS BUT THEY NO LONGER AUTOMATICALLY OWN THE LAND THEIR FAMILIES HAVE TILLED

FOR CENTURIES UNDER US LAW THE LAND GOES TO THOSE WITH PAPERS MEXICANS DO

NOT HAVE PAPERS WHITE LAWYERS REPRESENTING MEXICAN LAND OWNERS SWINDLE

MILLIONS OF ACRES BY TAKING LAND AS THEIR LEGAL FEES MEXICANAMERICANS BECOME
THE FIRST FARM WORKERS ON LANDS THEIR FAMILIES ONCE OWNED

1862 DURING THE HEIGHT OF THE CIVIL WAR US SOLDIERS ARE ALSO WAGING WAR ON INDIGENOUS

NATIONS IN THE WEST MILLIONS OF ACRES OF NATIVE LAND ARE TAKEN BY BLOODSHED

THIS LAND IS DISTRIBUTED TO WHITE PEOPLE ONLY THE HOMESTEAD ACT MAKES 50 MILLION

ACRES AVAILABLE AT LOW COST TO WHITE WORKING CLASS HOMESTEADERS THE MORRELL

ACT CREATES LAND GRANT COLLEGES TO BUILD NEW WHITE MIDDLE CLASS AND 100

MIILION ACRES OF INDIAN LAND ARE GIVEN FREE TO THE RAILROADS

1880S 1914 MILLIONS OF SOUTHERN AND EASTERN EUROPEAN IMMIGRANTS COME
TO THE US THEY CAN BRING THEIR FAMILIES MARRY TRAVEL TO FIND WORK AND

EVENTUALLY GET CITIZENSHIP BUT DURING THE SAME PERIOD CHINESE IMMIGRANTS

EXCEPT FOR MERCHANTS ARE EXCLUDED FROM IMMIGRATING CHINESE WORKERS ARE NOT

ALLOWED TO BRING THEIR WIVES NOR TO MARRY NONCHINESE AMERICANS SO THEY

CANNOT CREATE FAMILIES

1887 THE DAWES LAND ALLOTMENT ACT FORBIDS COMMUNAL LAND OWNERSHIP BY INDIGENOUS

PEOPLE AND ENCOURAGES INDIANS TO SELL THEIR LANDS TO WHITES AS RESULT

MILLIONS OF ACRES GO TO WHITE SQUATTERS

1947 ON UNDER THE GL BILI THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORIZES THE LARGEST

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION PROGRAM FOR WHITE PEOPLE IN THE NATIONS HISTORY MILLIONS

OF RETURNING VETERANS GET PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT IN JOBS SUBURBAN HOME LOANS

AND COLLEGE EDUCATION BUT THESE FEDERAL PROGRAMS DO NOT CHALLENGE INSTITUTIONAL

RACISM IN EMPLOYMENT HOUSING OR EDUCATION SO ALMOST ALL THE BENEFITS GO TO

WHITE MEN AND THEIR FAMILIES

1954FF ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS OF BROWN BOARD OF EDUCATION IS

THE FIRING OF THOUSANDS OF BLACK TEACHERS AND PRINCIPALS IN SOUTHERN BLACK

SCHOOLS AFTER THESE SCHOOLS ARE INTEGRATED WITH WHITE ONES SCHOOL BOARDS

SAY THAT WHITE PARENTS WILL NOT LET THEIR KIDS BE TAUGHT BY BLACK TEACHERS

SO THE MAJOR BENEFICIARIES OF BROWN BOARD OF EDUCATION ARE THE THOUSANDS

OF WHITE MOSTLY FEMALE TEACHERS AND WHITE MOSTLY MALE PRINCIPALS WHO

GET THE JOBS IN THESE NEWLY INTEGRATED SCHOOLS

1994 THE PASSAGE OF THREE STRIKES YOURE OUT IN CALIFORNIA LEADS TO IMPRISONMENT FOR

THOUSANDS OF BLACK AND BROWN MEN WHILE PROVIDING MAJOR SOURCE OF WELL PAID

JOBS FOR MOSTLY WHITE WORKING CLASS MEN AS PRISON GUARDS



1996 THE PASSAGE OF PROPOSITION 209 ENDS BRIEF INTERLUDE OF 30 YEARS OF AFFIRMATIVE

ACTION FOR PEOPLE OF COLOR AND CALIFORNIA WHICH WILL BE THE FIRST STATE IN THE

NATION TO HAVE MAJORITY POPULATION OF PEOPLE OF COLOR LEADS THE WAY IN

RETURNING TO 300 YEAR TRADITION OF AFFIRMATIVE ACTION FOR WHITE PEOPLE

THE STRATEGY OF THE SLAVE OWNERS

THE CONSTRUCTION OF INSTITUTIONAL WHITE PRIVILEGE WHICH CALL THE STRATEGY OF THE

SLAVE OWNERS WAS BRILLIANT PIECE OF POLITICS CREATED OVER 300 YEARS AGO IT STILL

WORKS BEAUTIFULLY TODAY IT DIVIDES THE OPPRESSED WHETHER THE OPPRESSION IS BASED ON

CLASS GENDER OR SEXUALITY SO WE CANT GET IT TOGETHER VIRTUALLY ALL POLITICALLY

PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENTS LED BY WHITE ACTIVISTS AFTER 1676 HAVE RECREATED CONSCIOUSLY OR

UNCONSCIOUSLY THE STRUCTURES OF WHITE PRIVILEGE

IN SOCIAL MOVEMENTS LED BY PEOPLE OF COLOR WHITE ALLIES HAVE HISTORICALLY

SUPPORTED DEMANDS OF PEOPLE OF COLOR FOR SHORT WHILE THEN GONE BACK TO THEIR OWN

ISSUES WHEN WHITES BREAK THE COALITIONAL POWER OF THE PEOPLE THE ONLY GUARANTOR THAT

RACIAL REFORMS WILL BE IMPLEMENTED AND MAINTAINED ALL PROGRESSIVE MOVEMENTS END UP

SUFFERING THE BACKLASH HERE ARE FEW EXAMPLES

FROM 1789 TO 1791 NONRULING CLASS WHITES ORGANIZED TO INCLUDE THE BILL OF

RIGHTS AS THE FIRST TEN AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION BUT THESE AMENDMENTS DID

NOTHING TO PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF AFRICAN OR INDIGENOUS PEOPLES IN THE NEW NATIONSTATE

NOR HAS THE BILL OF RIGHTS PROTECTED WHITE ACTIVISTS WHO DEFY THE STATE OR CORPORATE

POWER AND ONLY THE RICH HAVE EFFECTIVE FREEDOM OF THE PRESS

000 IN 1920 WHITE WOMEN GOT THE VOTE AFTER 100 YEARS OF STRUGGLE BUT THEY GOT

IT BY PROMISING SOUTHERN SEGREGATIONISTS THAT THEY WOULD USE THE VOTE TO SUPPORT WHITE

SUPREMACY TODAY DIVIDED WOMENS MOVEMENT STILL LACKS THE POWER TO ENACT

MANDATORY MATERNITY LEAVE FOR ALL WORKING PARENTS DESPITE THE FACT THAT WOMEN ARE MORE

THAN 50 OF ALL VOTERS

IN 1935 MILITANT WORKERS WON THE LEGAL RIGHT TO BE REPRESENTED BY UNIONS BUT

IN ORDER TO GET THE NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS ACT PASSED BY CONGRESS THEY AGREED TO

COMPROMISE THE ACT WOULD EXCLUDE AGRICULTURAL AND DOMESTIC WORKERS FROM ITS

PROTECTIONS SINCE THESE WORKERS WERE MOSTLY AFRICAN AMERICAN CHICANO AND CHINESE

THE NEW LABOR LAW ESSENTIALLY LEGALIZED UNIONS FOR WHITE MALE WORKERS ONLY TODAY AN

HISTORICALLY DIVIDED WORK FORCE HAS NOT EVEN BEEN ABLE TO OBTAIN MINIMUM WAGE ABOVE

THE POVERTY LEVEL

000
IN 1973 ABORTION FINALLY BECAME LEGAL IN THE US BUT WHITE MIDDLE CLASS

WOMEN THE MAIN BENEFICIARIES OF ROE WADE DID NOT WIELD THEIR ORGANIZING POWER TO

OPPOSE THE HYDE AMENDMENT WHICH RESTRICTED ABORTIONS FOR WOMEN ON WELFARE OR THE

STERILIZATION OF PUERTO RICAN AND OTHER POOR WOMEN OF COLOR SO WHEN THE RIGHT ROLLED

BACK ABORTION RIGHTS IN THE 1980S THERE WAS NO POWERFUL MULTIRACIAL FEMINIST MOVEMENT

TO STOP IT TODAY 80 OF US COUNTIES ARE WITHOUT ABORTION SERVICES

WHITE ENVIRONMENTALISTS SELDOM CHALLENGE ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION OF

COMMUNITIES OF COLOR OR INDIAN RESERVATIONS EVEN THOUGH MOST TOXIC DUMPING IS DONE IN

THESE COMMUNITIES SINCE TOXICS AND CANCER GO HAND IN GLOVE IS IT ANY WONDER THAT

CANCER IS STILL LEADING KILLER OF WHITE PEOPLE AS WELL AS PEOPLE OF COLOR



THE LEGACY OF THE STRATEGY OF THE SLAVE OWNERS DEMONSTRATES WHAT WHEN

OPPRESSED WHITES PROTEST MILITANTLY AGAINST THEIR OWN OPPRESSION WHILE REFUSING TO

SIMULTANEOUSLY CHALLENGE RACIAL OPPRESSION AND WHITE PRIVILEGE THEY CAN WIN SHORT TERM

VICTORIES UNION LEGISLATIVE REFORM CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ETC BUT WHEN THEY

ORGANIZE IN THIS WAY THEY THEMSELVES BECOME OPPRESSORS OF PEOPLE OF COLOR THEIR

SILENCE IS CONSENT TO RACIAL OPPRESSION AND WHITE PRIVILEGE AND THEY SACRIFICE THE

POSSIBILITIES FOR BUILDING COALITIONS WITH ACTIVISTS OF COLOR WHICH COULD CHALLENGE THE POWER
OF THE DESCENDANTS OF THE SLAVE OWNERS THE POWER WHICH OPPRESSES ALL OF US TODAY

SOME MATERIALS THAT HAVE HELPED ME UNDERSTAND WHITE PRIVILEGE

ROBERT ALLEN

RELUCTANT REFORMERS RACISM AND SOCIAL REFORM MOVEMENTS IN THE UNITED

STATES WASHINGTON DC HOWARD UNIVERSITY PRESS 1983
BLACK AWAKENING IN CAPITALIST AMERICA NEW JERSEY AFRICA WORLD PRESS 1989

THEODORE ALLEN

CLASS STRUGGLE AND THE ORIGIN OF RACIAL SLAVERY THE INVENTION OF THE WHITE

RACE RADICAL AMERICA MAYJUNE 1975 VOL NUMBER
THE INVENTION OF THE WHITE RACE VOL 1994 AND VOL 1997

NEW YORK VERSO PRESS

TOMAS ALMAGUER RACIAL FAULT LINES THE HISTORICAL ORIGINS OF WHITE SUPREMACY IN

CALIFORNIA BERKELEY UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA PRESS 1994

DERRICK BELL RACE RACISM AND AMERICAN LAW SECOND EDITION BOSTON LITTLE BROWN

AND COMPANY 1980

ROBERT BLAUNER RACIAL OPPRESSION IN AMERICA NY HARPER ROW 1972

WARD CHURCHILL STRUGGLE FOR THE LAND INDIGENOUS RESISTANCE TO GENOCIDE ECOCIDE AND

EXPROPRIATION IN CONTEMPORARY NORTH AMERICA MAINE COMMON COURAGE PRESS 1993

EUROPEAN DISSENT THE JOURNEY OF EUROPEAN DISSENT THE NEWSLETTER OF EUROPEAN

DISSENT WHITE ANTIRACIST ORGANIZATION AFFILIATED WITH THE PEOPLES INSTITUTE

PAULA GIDDINGS WHEN AND WHERE ENTER THE IMPACT OF BLACK WOMEN ON RACE AND

SEX IN AMERICA NY RANDOM HOUSE 1984

LEON HIGGINBOTHAM JR IN THE MATTER OF COLOR RACE THE AMERICAN LEGAL PROCESS

THE COLONIAL PERIOD NY OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 1980

10 ELIZABETH MARTNEZ 500 YEARS OF CHICANO HISTORY IN PICTURES ALBUQUERQUE SOUTH

WEST ORGANIZING PROJECT 1991

11 ALFREDO MIRAND GRINGO JUSTICE NOTRE DAME UNIV OF NOTRE DAME PRESS 1987

12 VICTOR BRETT DE BARY NEE LONGTIME CALIFORN DOCUMENTARY STUDY OF AN

AMERICAN CHINATOWN BOSTON HOUGHTON MIFF LIN 1972



13 PEOPLES INSTITUTE FOR SURVIVAL AND BEYOND UNDOING RACISM WORKSHOP AND ESPECIALLY

THE WORK OF WHITE CORE TRAINERS DIANA DUNN AND DAVID BILLINGS

THE PEOPLES INSTITUTE IS LOCATED AT 1444 NORTH JOHNSON STREET NEW ORLEANS LA 70116
PHONE IS 5049442354

14 MAB SEGREST MEMOIR OF RACE TRAITOR BOSTON SOUTH END PRESS 1994

15 HERBERT SHAPIRO WHITE VIOLENCE AND BLACK RESPONSE FROM RECONSTRUCTION TO

MONTGOMERY AMHERST UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS PRESS 1988

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

IN THE BRAINSTORM WHITE IS NOTWHITE IS SECTION OF THE ESSAY SHARON ASKS

YOU TO BRAINSTORM WHAT DOES WHITE MEAN TO YOU AS IT REFERS TO PEOPLE

IF YOU ARE WHITE PLEASE BEGIN YOUR STATEMENTS WITH THIS PRONOUN IS SIMPLE

WAY FOR THOSE OF US OF EUROPEAN ORIGIN TO TAKE PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY AT LEAST VERBALLY

FOR THE SYSTEM OF PRIVILEGE THAT BENEFITS US

PLEASE GIVE EXAMPLES OF HOW YOU HAVE PERSONALLY EXPERIENCED IF YOU ARE WHITE OR

OBSERVED IF YOU ARE PERSON OF COLOR INSTANCES OF INDIVIDUAL CULTURAL AND INSTITUTIONAL

PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT OR WHITE PRIVILEGE WHAT DID YOU DO

TO CLARIFY HOW WHITE PRIVILEGE ACTUALLY OPERATES THINK OF PARTICULAR EXAMPLE OF

INDIVIDUAL CULTURAL AND INSTITUTIONAL RACIAL OPPRESSION AND ASK YOURSELF WHOBENEFITS

FROM THIS OPPRESSION THEN TRY ASKING WHITE FRIEND THIS QUESTION SHARE HERHIS

RESPONSES WITH THE WORKSHOP

HOW WOULD YOU DISTINGUISH PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT BASED ON BEING WHITE
FROM PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT BASED ON CLASS GENDER OR SEXUALITY PLEASE GIVE SPECIFIC

EXAMPLES FROM YOUR OWN EXPERIENCE IF YOU ARE WHITE OR YOUR OWN OBSERVATIONS

IF YOU ARE PERSON OF COLOR

HAVE YOU HEARD WHITE PERSON SAY ANY OF THE FOLLOWING

HOWCAN YOU SAY IM PRIVILEGED BECAUSE
AS WOMAN IM OPPRESSED BY SEXISM
IM POOR CANT EVEN PAY MY RENT

IM VICTIM OF HOMOPHOBIA AND HATE CRIMES AGAINST QUEERS
IM TARGET OF ANTISEMITISM

WHAT DO YOU SAY IN RESPONSE PLEASE SHARE EXAMPLES FROM YOUR EXPERIENCES

FROM YOUR EXPERIENCE IN WHAT WAYS IF ANY CAN THE USE OF AN INSTITUTIONAL AND

HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF WHITE PRIVILEGE HELP WHITE PEOPLE GET OVER THEIR COMMONEMOTIONAL

RESPONSES TO DEALING WITH THEIR RACISM

SOME EXAMPLES ARE COLORBLINDNESS GUILT DENIAL OF PERSONAL AND FAMILIAL

RESPONSIBILITY DISTINGUISHING BETWEEN GOOD AND BAD WHITE FOLKS FOCUS ON ME ME
INDIVIDUALISM PLEASE SHARE STORIES



IN WHAT WAYS IN GENERAL HAVE YOU USED OR CAN YOU USE AN INSTITUTIONAL AND HISTORICAL

ANALYSIS OF WHITE PRIVILEGE TO STRENGTHEN YOUR ANTIRACIST WORK IN YOUR COMMUNITY
PLEASE GIVE EXAMPLES BOTH OF SUCCESS STORIES AND BARRIERS YOU HAVE ENCOUNTERED

AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE SECTION ON HISTORICAL ORIGINS OF WHITE PRIVILEGE SHARON

MAKES POTENTIALLY CONTROVERSIAL THEORETICAL STATEMENT

IN SUMMARY THE SYSTEM OF WHITE PRIVILEGE FOR NONRULING CLASS WHITES REINFORCES

THE SYSTEM OF RACIAL OPPRESSION AGAINST PEOPLE OF COLOR AND THE COMPLEMENTARY SYSTEMS

OF WHITE PRIVILEGE AND RACIAL OPPRESSION MAINTAIN THE SYSTEM OF WHITE POWER FOR RULING

CLASS WHITES

WHAT IS YOUR PERSPECTIVE ON THIS STATEMENT WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS OF THIS

ANALYSIS FOR YOUR SOCIAL JUSTICE WORK

BEGIN TO RESEARCH YOUR OWN FAMILY HERHISTORY HOW HAVE YOUR ANCESTORS BEEN

OPPRESSED ANDOR PRIVILEGED BY THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF INTERNAL COLONIALISM

NOTE WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU ASK THIS QUESTION OF FAMILY MEMBERS

10 FROM YOUR RESEARCH INTO THE HISTORY OF THE US WHITE SUPREMACY SYSTEM PLEASE

SHARE MORE EXAMPLES WITH THE WORKSHOP OF 300 YEARS OF AFFIRMATIVE ACTION FOR WHITE

PEOPLE

TRY BIT OF FIELD RESEARCH ASK SOMEONE YOU KNOW WHO OBJECTS TO AFFIRMATIVE

ACTION IF SHEHE ALSO OBJECTS TO AFFIRMATIVE ACTION FOR WHITE PEOPLE AND GIVE SOME

EXAMPLES OBSERVE HERHIS RESPONSE AND SHARE IT WITH THE WORKSHOP

11 HAVE YOU BEEN INVOLVED IN ORGANIZING EXPERIENCES IN WHICH POTENTIAL COALITIONS

BETWEEN ACTIVISTS OF COLOR AND WHITE ACTIVISTS HAVE BEEN UNDERMINED OR DESTROYED

BECAUSE OF THE WHITE PRIVILEGE POLITICS OF THE WHITE ACTIVISTS WHAT DID YOU DO
PLEASE SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCES AND THE LESSONS YOU LEARNED WITH THE WORKSHOP

12 THE POLITICAL PERSPECTIVES OF THE CWS WORKSHOP ASSERTS THAT RACISM IS THE MALOR

BARRIER TO CREATING THE MASSBASED MULTIRACIAL SOCIAL MOVEMENTS LED BY PROGRESSIVE

PEOPLE OF COLOR THAT COULD BRING FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE IN THE UNITED STATES

WHAT IS YOUR PERSPECTIVE ON THIS STATEMENT IN WHAT WAYS IF ANY HAS THIS ESSAY

ON WHITE PRIVILEGE AFFECTED YOUR PERSPECTIVE WHAT WOULD THIS MEAN FOR YOUR PRESENT AND

FUTURE SOCIAL JUSTICE WORK IN YOUR COMMUNITY

WRITTEN FOR THE CHALLENGING WHITE SUPREMACY WORKSHOP

CWS WORKSHOP

2440 16TH STREET
SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103

EMAIL CWSIGCORG
PHONE 4156470921

THE CHALLENGING WHITE SUPREMACY WORKSHOP IS PROJECT OF THE TIDES CENTER

I0



HOWCAN YOU FIND INTHESUCCESS IF ITWASDUETO
ANY SATISFACTON YOU ACHIEVE YOUR RACE ORGENDER

AND NOT YOUR WHY DONT

QUALIFICATIONS ORABILITY YOU TELL ME
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