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WAS BORN TO ACTIVISM THE OLDEST OF NINE MY PARENTS WERE ANTIRACIST CATHOLIC LABOR

ORGANIZERS IN TEXAS IN THE 1940S UNION ORGANIZING WAS BOTH THEIR WORK AND THE CENTER OF

THEIR POLITICAL LIFE BUT MY PARENTS WERE INVOLVED IN RACIAL JUSTICE ORGANIZING AS FAR BACK AS

CAN REMEMBER THEY HAD BEEN ANTIRACIST ACTIVISTS IN COLLEGE IN ST LOUIS IN THE 1930S AND

MOVED TO DALLAS IN 1940 TO ORGANIZE FOR THE INTERNATIONAL LADIES GARMENT WORKERS UNION

THEY WERE ALWAYS CONSCIOUS THAT WEWERE WHITE PEOPLE IN THE SOUTH AND THAT WEHAD TO BE

EXPLICITLY ANTIRACIST ONE OF OUR CANONICAL FAMILY STORIES IS MY DAD GETTING BEAT UP BY RACIST

WHITE GUYS AT FACTORY HE WAS ORGANIZING BECAUSE HE WAS REGISTERING BLACK VOTERS MY
FOLKS BELONGED TO THE NAACP IN DALLAS IN THE 1950S NOT THE USUAL THING FOR WHITE PEOPLE TO

DO WETALKED POLITICS AT THE DINNER TABLE POLITICS AND HISTORY AND CURRENT EVENTS MY FOLKS

TAUGHT US NOT ONLY THAT RACISM WASWRONG BUT THAT IT WAS STUPID AND THAT IT HELD BACK

EVERYBODY BLACK BROWN AND WHITE

FRIENDS OF MY PARENTS ORGANIZED MEXICAN WOMENPECAN SHELLERS IN SAN ANTONIO WHILE MY
FOLKS WERE ORGANIZING WHITE WOMENGARMENTWORKERS WHATEVER THE LIMITATIONS OF MY EARLY

POLITICAL LIFE WAS NEVER PERSON WHODIDNT SEE COLOR LIFE IN THE SOUTH AND TEXAS IN

PARTICULAR IS SO PERMEATED WITH QUESTIONS OF RACE COLOR AND NATIONALITY THAT NO ONE WOULD

EVER HAVE SAID SUCH NONSENSICAL THING

TRIED TO BE PERSONALLY ANTIRACIST AS CHILD WHAT WE MIGHT THINK OF AS AN ALLY TODAY HAD

BLACK PLAYMATES THE SON OF OUR CLEANING LADY AND HIS COUSIN THEY LIVED IN THE ALLEY THE

IRONY OF THAT ESCAPED ME FOR FEW DECADES AND GOT INTO MEMORABLE FIGHT ON THE

PLAYGROUND WITH KIDS WHO CALLED ME LOVER BECAUSE THEYD SEEN BLACK PEOPLE COMING

IN THE FRONT DOOR OF OUR HOUSE REMEMBER MY MOTHER TELLING ME THAT SOMETIMES ALL YOU CAN

DO IS LET PEOPLE KNOWTHERE ARE PEOPLE WHOTHINK LIKE YOU KIND OF ANTIRACIST WITNESS

BY 1955 THE NEIGHBORHOOD AROUND MY HIGH SCHOOL HAD CHANGED FROM POOR AND WORKING

CLASS WHITE PEOPLE TO MOSTLY BLACK FAMILIES THE SCHOOL BOARD DECIDED TO MAKE IT BLACK

SCHOOL AND TO SEND THE REMAINING WHITE KIDS TO TECH AN EVEN WORSESCHOOL TRADE SCHOOL

AND OUR TRADITIONAL RIVALS HAD THE IDEA OF ORGANIZING PEOPLE TO PRESSURE THE SCHOOL BOARD

TO INTEGRATE THE SCHOOL SO WECOULD KEEP GOING TO IT BUT COULDNTDIDNT BUILD SUPPORT

AMONGMY SCHOOLMATES OR THEIR FAMILIES

THINK THIS WAS THE ISSUE THAT FIRST LANDED ME IN BLACK CHURCH FEELING THE HEADY RUSH OF

SELFCONGRATULATION THAT COMES FROM BEING AMEND AND GOD BLESSED BY CONGREGATION OF

BLACK GROWNUPSWHENYOURE 14YEAROLD WHITE GIRL THINK OF THAT FEELING FROM TIME TO

TIME ITS VERY POWERFUL VERY SEDUCTIVE VERY CORRUPTING

EMMETT TILL WAS MURDERED THAT SUMMER REMEMBER STARING AT HIS MUTILATED FACE ON TV AND

IN THE PAGES OF JET MAGAZINE IN FASCINATED HORROR WASTHE SAME AGE AS HE WAS AND TOO

HAD FRESH MOUTH COULD IMAGINE HIM TAKING THE DARE TO TALK TO WHITE WOMANAND IT

REALLY HIT ME HOWWRONG IT WAS WHAT HAD HAPPENED TO HIM

WENT TO COLLEGE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS IN AUSTIN STARTING IN THE FALL OF 1958 JOINED

THE INDEPENDENT STUDENT ASSOCIATION THAT IS NOT FRATERNITY OR SORORITY AND HUNG OUT WITH

SOME LIBERATION THEOLOGY TYPES ALTHOUGH DONT THINK THEY CALLED IT THAT IN 1958 CALLED THE

CLUISTIAN FAITH AND LIFE COMMUNITY



THEN IN 1959 CAINE THE SITINS IN GREENSBORO NORTH CAROLINA WEWERE ELECTRIFIED WITHIN

WEEKS AN AUSTIN COALITION HAD FORMED STUDENTS FROM HUSTONTILLITSON COLLEGE THE BLACK

COLLEGE CHRISTIAN FAITH AND LIFE AND SOME OTHER GROUPS WEBEGAN TO SIT IN AT THE

WOOLWORTHSSTORE THE HT STUDENTS LED THE SITINS AND WEFOLLOWED THEIR LEADERSHIP AT

LEAST AS REMEMBER NOW THE ONLY PART REMEMBER THAT IM SURE CAMEFROM THEM IS THAT

WE DRESSED UP FOR THE SITINS EVEN THEN WOULD NEVER HAVE WORN SKIRT PUMPS AND NYLON

STOCKINGS UNLESS SOMEONE RESPECTED HAD TOLD ME TO WEDIDNT GET ATTACKED AND WE DIDNT

GET ARRESTED BUT WE DIDNT GET SERVED EITHER

WOOLWORTHSRESPONDED TO THE SITINS AS THEY DID THROUGHOUT THE SOUTH TAKING OUT THE LUNCH

COUNTERS ALTOGETHER AND MAKING ALL FOODORDERS TAKEOUT THERE MAY HAVE BEEN STANDUP

COUNTER BUT FOR SOME REASON IT WAS OK TO STAND UP AND EAT NEXT TO BLACK PEOPLE BUT NOT TO

SIT DOWNNEXT TO THEM

MY FIRST EXPERIENCE OF SUCCESSFUL RACIAL JUSTICE ORGANIZING WAS OUR STANDIN AT THE VARSITY

MOVIE THEATER THE VARSITY WAS ON THE DRAG ACROSS THE STREET FROM THE MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE

CAMPUS AND IT WAS WHAT PASSED FOR AN ART HOUSE IN AUSTIN TEXAS 1959 INSTRUCTORS

SOMETIMES ASSIGNED STUDENTS TO SEE FILMS THAT WERE SHOWING THERE SHAKESPEARE THAT SORT OF

THING THE BLACK STUDENTS WERENT ALLOWED IN THE THEATER EXCEPT FOR THE BALCONY AND THAT

ONLY ON CERTAIN DAYS

OURACTION STRATEGY WAS SIMPLE TWOBY TWOIN RACIALLY MIXED PAIRS CANT REMEMBER

WHETHERWEDECIDED AGAINST RACIALLY MIXED COUPLES OR WHETHER IT WAS SO UNTHINKABLE IT DIDNT

EVEN CROSS OUR MINDS WE WENT TO THE TICKET COUNTER AND ASKED FOR TWO TICKETS THE CLERK

OFFERED TO SELL ONE TICKET TO THE WHITE MEMBER OF THE TEAM WEDECLINED POLITELY AND WENT TO

THE BACK OF THE LINE TO REPEAT THE PROCESS

THIS INCREDIBLY MILDMANNERED ACTION WEDRESSED UP FOR IT TOO RECALL WAS MET WITH

HOSTILE DISBELIEF BY THE MANAGER THE EMPLOYEES AND THE OTHER PATRONS REMEMBER ONE

SATURDAY NIGHT WHENMY FRIEND ANNA AND WERE IN LINE AS USUAL AND COWBOYOBVIOUSLY

SEVERAL LONE STARS TO THE WIND CAME WEAVING UP TO US HE IGNORED ANNA ALTOGETHER STUCK

HIS BEER BREATH FACE IN MINE AND SAID WHYDONT YOU GO BACK WHERE YOU COMEFROM YOU

NEW YORK COMMUNIST JEW THINK BACK ON THAT EXPERIENCE PARTLY BECAUSE IT WAS

FUNNYSAD PARTLY BECAUSE LET HIM DEFINE ME AS OTHER AND EXPERIENCED MYSELF THAT WAY
HAD FRIENDS WHOWERE CLEAR THAT THEY WERE SOUTHERNERS AND WHOWERE IN SOME WAYS MUCH

MOREMILITANT THAN WAS THINK NOWPERHAPS BECAUSE THEY WERE MORE WEDDED TO WHERE WE

LIVED WASNT CARPETBAGGER BUT MY PARENTS WEREAND FELT SOMEWHAT APART FROMSUPERIOR

TO THE SOUTH ONLY IN THE LAST WHILE HAVE COMETO UNDERSTAND HOW IMPORTANT IT IS TO OWN

MY ROOTS

WEMAY HAVE LEAFLETED THE MOVIE PATRONS ALTHOUGH THINK OUR ACTION WAS BASICALLY AN

ADVANCED FORM OF THE SAME KIND OF NONVIOLENT WITNESS ID PRACTICED AS CHILD SEE WHAT

AM DOING RATHER THAN GO AND DO LIKEWISE DO REMEMBER DEEP ONE ON ONE ARGUMENTS WITH

OTHER STUDENTS PARTICULARLY THOSE WHOTOLD ME THEY JUST COULDNT HELP IT IT WAS HOWTHEY

WERE RAISED

BUT WEWON WEFOUND OUT THAT THE VARSITY WAS OWNEDBY SOME EASTERN COMPANYAND

SEGREGATED THE THEATER ONLY TO OBSERVE LOCAL CUSTOM WEWROTE LETTERS TO THEM AND TO THE

EDITORS OF THE LOCAL AND CAMPUS PAPERS THE BLACK CHURCHES SUPPORTED US ACTUALLY THEY

SUPPORTED THE HT STUDENTS BUT WEDIDNT QUITE GET THAT THEN THE CAMPUS AND FEW OF

THE MORE PROGRESSIVE WHITE CHURCHES CAME AROUND FINALLY THE PASTOR OF ST AUSTINS THE

CAMPUS CATHOLIC CHURCH CAME OUT FOR US FROM THE PULPIT AND THE VARSITY CHANGED ITS

POLICY WEWERE ECSTATIC AND CONVINCED THAT WEWEREJUST MOMENTSAWAY FROM JUSTICE AND

EQUALITY FOR ALL



BY THE SPRING OF 19641 WAS GRADUATE STUDENT AT UC BERKELEY AND THE FRIENDS OF SNCC
WERE ORGANIZING PEOPLE TO GO SOUTH THEY DIDNT RECRUIT MENO MAAM WAS JUST THREE

YEARS OUT OF TEXAS AND WASSCARED TO DEATH OF MISSISSIPPI THOUGHT THOSE YANKEE WHITE

KIDS WERE CRAZY BUT FELT GUILTY ABOUT IT

THAT FALL FREEDOM SUMMER VETERANS LIKE MARIO SAVIO AND JACK WEINBERG WERE STAFFING

TABLES FOR FRIENDS OF SNCC AND CORE THE CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY WHENTHE

UNIVERSITY BANNED POLITICAL TABLES FROM THE CAMPUS IT WAS CORE TABLE THAT JACK WEINBERG

WAS SETTING UPSITTING AT WHENTHE CAMPUS POLICE DROVE INTO THE MIDDLE OF THE LUNCHTIME

CROWD ON SPROUL PLAZA TO ARREST HIM SOMEONE SHOUTED SIT DOWNAND WEDID THOUSANDS

OF US THERES PICTURE THATS ALWAYS SHOWNOF THE SEA OF STUDENTS SURROUNDING THE POLICE

CAR REMEMBER JUST WHERE WAS AND CAN PICK MYSELF OUT BY THE LEFT REAR FENDER

FINALLY WENT HOME MY HUSBAND WAS TEACHING AT UC DAVIS AND HAD BEEN HOME FOR SOME

TIME WHEN FINALLY GOT THERE WHERE HAVE YOU BEEN HE ASKED IVE BEEN AT THE

REVOLUTION ANSWERED AND BLESS MY HEART MEANT IT

WECALLED IT THE FREE SPEECH MOVEMENT BUT IT WAS NOT REALLY ABOUT THE RIGHT TO FREE SPEECH

IT WAS ABOUT USING THE UNIVERSITY AS PLACE TO ORGANIZE AGAINST INJUSTICE AND WE WONTHAT

RIGHT ALTHOUGH IT WOULD BE TESTED BY THE UNIVERSITY OVER AND OVER

WEWERENT SOLIDARITY ACTIVISTS IN THE FSM WE WERE PROFOUNDLY UNINTERESTED IN WHAT

ANYONE ELSE HAD TO SAY AND WERE NO MORE RECEPTIVE TO THE ADVICE OF ACTIVISTS OF COLOR THAN TO

PEOPLE WHOHAD BEEN RADICALS INSINCE THE 30S TRY TO THINK OF THAT WHENIM TEMPTED TO

TELL STORIES FROM THE 60S BUT YOU ASKED

EMBOLDENED BY OUR VICTORIES ON CAMPUS UC STUDENTS ME INCLUDED GOT INVOLVED IN CIVIL

RIGHTS STRUGGLES OFF CAMPUS SITTING IN FOR FAIR EMPLOYMENT AT THE OAKLAND TRIBUNE THE CAR

DEALERSHIPS ON SAN FRANCISCOS AUTO ROWTHE SHERATON PALACE HOTEL THE LUCKY GROCERY

STORES OFF IN THE SOUTH SNCC WAS TALKING ABOUT BLACK POWERWHICH FREAKED OUT LOT OF

PEOPLE KNEW SOME OF MY FRIENDS WHOTUTORED HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WERE TALKING ABOUT

NEW GROUP CALLED THE BLACK PANTHERS ORGANIZING IN OALDAND MALCOLM WAS AN

INCREASINGLY OUTSPOKEN ADVOCATE OF NEWREVOLUTIONARY BLACK NATIONALISM THE ANTIWAR

MOVEMENTWAS STARTING TO TAKE SHAPE AT THAT POINT WASAGAINST US INTERVENTION BUT HADNT

YET CONCLUDED THAT WAS ON THE OTHER SIDE THE SIDE OF THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE

LIKE THE REST OF MY GENERATION WAS PROFOUNDLY AFFECTED BY THE US INTERVENTION IN

VIETNAM MY ANTIRACISM MADE ME DISPOSED TO BE ANTIIMPERIALIST AND THE LEADERSHIP OF

BLACK RADICALS HELPED ME UNDERSTAND THAT THE DREAMS OF THE NATIONAL LIBERATION FRONT FOR

SELFDETERMINATION WERE FACE OF MY SOMEWHAT VAGUE DREAM OF JUSTICE NO VIETNAMESE

EVER CALLED ME WE THINK MOHAMMEDAU WASTHE FIRST PERSON TO SAY THIS WAS THE

SLOGAN THAT PUT THE PIECES TOGETHER FOR ME AND GOT ME READY TO LOOK AT BLACK PEOPLE IN THE

US AS COLONIZED LIKE THE VIETNAMESE

SPENT THE NEXT FEW YEARS AS RADICAL ACADEMIC FIRST IN BUFFALO THEN TORONTO WESTOPPED

IN CHICAGO IN JULY 1969 ON OUR WAY BACK TO CALIFORNIA AND WENT TO WHAT TURNED OUT TO BE THE

LAST SDS CONVENTION LISTENING TO THE RADIO WE HEARD EDGAR HOOVER PROCLAIM THE BLACK

PANTHER PARTY AND STUDENTS FOR DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY AS TWO OF THE GREATEST DANGERS TO

INTERNAL SECURITY IN THE US AT THIS CONVENTION THE PEOPLE WHOWOULD BECOME THE WEATHER

UNDERGROUND AND THE PEOPLE WHO WOULD BECOMETHE REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST PARTY

KICKED THE PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY OUT OF SDS ONE OF THE SPLITTING ISSUES WAS THE QUESTION

OF BLACK NATIONALISM PL HELD THE VIEW THAT ALL NATIONALISM WAS REACTIONARY FROM THE BLACK

PANTHERS TO THE VIETNAMESE THIS WAS THE FIRST TIME HAD EVER ACTUALLY HEARD ANY BLACK



PEOPLE CALL THEMSELVES AN INTERNAL COLONY AN OPPRESSED NATION NOT TO MENTION SEENHEARD

WHITE PEOPLE APPLAUDING THEM FOR THAT VIEW

BACK IN SAN FRANCISCO WORKED WITH SMALL GROUPS DOING PROPAGANDA BECOMING PRINTER IN

THE PROCESS SO AS TO PRODUCE THE PROPAGANDA WEWERE WRITING IN THE EARLY 1970S WORKED

WITH PEOPLES PRESS WHICH PRODUCED SOME WONDERFUL BOOKS WE CALLED PRIMERS ONE ON THE

BLACK PANTHERS ONE ON PUERTO RICO ONE ON PALESTINE ONE ON WOMENONE ON THE ECOLOGY

MOVEMENT ONE ON FIXING YOUR CAR

GOT INVOLVED WITH MORE ORGANIZED POLITICS THROUGH STUDY GROUP IN ABOUT 1974 STUDY

GROUPS WERE ALL THE RAGE IN THE EARLYMIDDLE 70S THE FEDS WERE ASSAULTING THE BLACK

PANTHER PARTY AND THE BLACK LIBERATION ARMY THERE WERE STILL HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF

TROOPS IN VIETNAM HAD WORKED WITH GROUP OF WOMENON AN ANALYSIS OF THE ROLE OF

WORKING WOMENIN THE ECONOMYCALLED YOU CANT GO HOME AGAIN BASED ON THAT

THINK RAN CLASS AT THE LIBERATION SCHOOL AN AMAZING 1970S INSTITUTION THAT BROUGHT

TOGETHER MOSTLY WHITE RADICALS OF MANY STRIPES ONE OF THE WOMENIN THAT CLASS INVITED ME
TO JOIN STUDY GROUP OF WHITE RADICALS INCLUDING SHARON MARTINAS

THE STUDY GROUP ENTERTAINED THE STANDARD MENU OF BIOOT BURNING ISSUES OF OUR TIME
1970S STYLE BUILDING THE VANGUARDPARTY THE WOMANQUESTION YES WE DID CALL IT THAT AND

THE QUESTION OF THE BLACK NATION AND NO WE DIDNT DISCUSS GAY LIBERATION OR THE

ENVIRONMENT

HAD ALWAYS SUPPORTED BLACK PEOPLES RIGHT TO DECIDE THEIR STRATEGY FOR THEMSELVES

COMING FROM THE SOUTH THAT WAS JUST COMMONSENSE HOWCOULD WHITE PEOPLE TELL BLACK

PEOPLE HOWTO WIN THEIR FREEDOM SINCE WHITE PEOPLE HAD TAKEN IT AWAY SUPPORTED SNCC
WHENTHEY TOLD WHITE ANTIRACISTS TO GO HOME AND ORGANIZE THEIR MAMAS SUPPORTED THE

VIETNAMESE AND THEIR RIGHT TO LIBERATE THEIR NATION BY ANY MEANS NECESSARY SUPPORTED

INDEPENDENCE FOR PUERTO RICO BUT THE QUESTION OF WHETHER BLACK PEOPLE IN THE UNITED

STATES ARE ALSO COLONIZED NATION WITH THE RIGHT TO INDEPENDENCE THAT WAS HIGHLY

CONTROVERSIAL DEBATE IN THE MOVEMENTAT THE TIME

BESIDES THE PANTHERS AND FOLLOWERS OF MALCOLM OTHER BLACK REVOLUTIONARY ORGANIZATIONS

WERE MAKING THAT CLAIM THE REPUBLIC OF NEWMRICA THE REVOLUTIONARY ACTION MOVEMENT
THE ALLAFRICAN PEOPLES REVOLUTIONARY PARTY AND OTHERS ON THE OTHER SIDE ALMOST ALL THE

TRADITIONAL SOCIALISTCOMMUNIST LEFT DENOUNCED THIS VIEW AS NARROW NATIONALISM DIVIDING THE

WORKING CLASS MOVEMENT ETC ETC SOME WERENOT ABOVE SUGGESTING THAT THIS POSITION WAS

PLOY BY THE STATE TO DIVIDE THE MOVEMENT RECALL THAT THE FBIS COINTELPRO WAS ACTIVE IN

THIS PERIOD THEY HAD ALREADY SPLIT THE BLACK PANTHER PARTY AND DRIVEN THE BLACK LIBERATION

ARMY UNDERGROUND THERE WAS LOT OF HARSH WORDSSUSPICIONSPARANOIA THIS DEBATE

BROKE UP MEETINGS AND ORGANIZATIONS PEOPLE WERE DENOUNCED PUNCHES WERETHROWN

OURLITTLE STUDY GROUP ABSTRACT AS IT WASWAS NOT IMMUNE TO THESE DEBATES WEWERE

DIVIDED ABOUT WHAT LIKE MOST OF THE WHITE LEFT WE CALLED THE BLACK NATIONAL QUESTION

POMPOUS WEWERE ITS TRUE THINK THE OR SO PEOPLE IN THAT GROUPENDED UP IN ABOUT

DIFFERENT CADRE ORGANIZATIONS TWO PEOPLE IN THE STUDY GROUP WERE MEMBERSOF PRAIRIE FIRE

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE AND RECRUITED ME THE NAME COMES FROM MAOSEPIGRAM THAT

SINGLE SPARK CAN START PRAIRIE FIRE IT WOULD HAVE BEEN MOREAPPROPRIATE TO HAVE CALLED

OURSELVES THE SPARKS BUT THAT SOUNDS TOO MUCH LIKE GIRL SINGING GROUP SO THERE WEWERE

WITH ONE OF THE LONGEST AND MOST OBSCURE NAMES OF ANY OF THE SMALL ANTIIMPERIALIST GROUPS

THAT SPRANG UP IN THAT PERIOD

SPENT THE NEXT 25 YEARS IN AND AROUNDTHE POLITICAL TENDENCY THAT CALLED ITSELF ANTI

IMPERIALIST CENTERED ON PRAIRIE FIRE WORKED IN FREEDOM RISING AFRICA SOLIDARITY



COMMITTEE WE DID LOVE THOSE LONG NAMES AND FINALLY IN THE JOHN BROWNANTIKLAN

COMMITTEE

MALCOLM ANSWERED SOME WHITE PERSON WHOASKED HIM WHAT TO DO BY SAYING WE SHOULD

FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE OF JOHN BROWN WETOOK UP THAT CHALLENGE AT LEAST RHETORICALLY AND

HONOREDBROWNS WILLINGNESS TO SUPPORT THE LIBERATION OF BLACK PEOPLE BY ANY MEANS

NECESSARY THE FIRST JOHN BROWNCHAPTER WAS ORGANIZED IN NEW YORK BY PEOPLE WHOHAD

BEEN SUPPORTERS OF BLACK PANTHERBLACK LIBERATION ARMY FREEDOM FIGHTER ASSATA SHAKUR

THEY LEARNED FROM BLACK POLITICAL PRISONERS THAT THERE WAS KU KLUX KLAN CHAPTER THAT WAS

ORGANIZING PRISON GUARDS AT NAPANOCH STATE PRISON IN UPSTATE NEW YORK THE CAMPAIGN TO

EXPOSE ORGANIZED WHITE SUPREMACY GALVANIZED ANTIRACIST ACTIVISTS IN OTHER CITIES AT ITS

HEIGHT THERE WERE JBAKC CHAPTERS IN NEW YORK CHICAGO THE BAY AREA LEXINGTON

KENTUCKY AND AUSTIN TEXAS

IN THE BAY AREA WE EXPOSED KLANLIKE GROUP CALLED THE COWBOYSIN THE RICHMOND POLICE

DEPARTMENT AND WERE PART OF THE PUBLIC OUTCRY THAT FORCED THEM TO DISBAND OURMOST

SUCCESSFUL CAMPAIGN IN CHICAGO AND THE BAY AREA WAS AGAINST NAZI SKINHEADS WHO WERE

SPREADING LIKE CANCER IN THE PUNK SCENE WECALLED IT JUST SAY NO TO NAZIS AND COMBINED

ANALYSIS LINKING THE NAZI SKINS OR BONEHEADS WITH THEIR MENTORS IN THE WHITE ARYAN
RESISTANCE AND OTHER NAZIFIED KLAN FORMATIONS STICKERS AND STENCILS TO MAKE SLOGANEERING

EASY AND ACTION CAMPAIGNS TO PAINT OVER RACIST GRAFFITI WITH OUR OWNANTIRACIST ANTINAZI

SLOGANS AS PART OF OUR ANTINAZI SKINHEAD WORK WEGOT TIP THAT THE BONEHEADS WERE

PLANNING BIG CONCERT OF RACIST BANDS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY UP NEAR NAPA THEY CALLED IT

ARYAN WOODSTOCK WEMOBILIZED WENT BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL GENERALLY RAISED RUCKUS

INCLUDING LINING THE ROAD TO THE PROPERTY WEPRETTY MUCH SPOILED THEIR PARTY AND ENJOYED

BROAD SUPPORT COUPLE OF YEARS LATER WECLOSED DOWN MEETING OF POPULIST PARTY LEADER

ON HITLERS BIRTHDAY IN HAYWARD

JBAKC ALWAYS BELIEVED IN MILITANT CONFRONTATION AND ACTIVELY OPPOSED THE LIBERALIGNORE

THEM AND THEYLL GO AWAYOPPOSITION TO THE KLAN AND NAZI SKINHEADS WESUPPORTED THE

BLACK NATION POLITICALLY AND MATERIALLY POLITICAL PRISONERS LAURA WHITEHORN LINDA EVANS

AND MARILYN BUCK WERE ALL MEMBERSOF JOHN BROWNAT SOMEPOINT IN THEIR POLITICAL LIVES

WEALWAYS SUPPORTED INDEPENDENCE FOR PUERTO RICO AND DEMOCRATIC SECULAR STATE FOR

PALESTINE

THE JUST SAY NO TO NAZIS CAMPAIGN ALMOST TURNED US INTO BROADER ORGANIZATION BUT

COMBINATION OF OUR OWNWEAKNESSES AND THE TIMES PREVENTED THIS

THE SOLIDARITY STRATEGIC MODEL WAS OUR STRENGTH AND OUR EVENTUAL WEAKNESS TIED AS WE WERE

TO SECTION OF THE BLACK MOVEMENT THAT STILL EXISTS BUT HAS GOTTEN WEAKER RATHER THAN

STRONGER AND IS REGROUPING IN THE SOUTH INSTEAD OF WORKING OUT STRATEGY FOR WHITE

SOLIDARITY

SHARON AND HAD STAYED IN TOUCH AND SHE RECRUITED ME TO WORK WITH HER IN AN EARLY VERSION

OF CWS WAS VERY EXCITED ABOUT WORKING TO DEEPEN THE UNDERSTANDING OF WHITE ACTIVISTS

ABOUT THE CENTRALITY OF WHITE SUPREMACY

IN THE 90S OUR POLITICAL TENDENCY HAD TO FIGURE OUT HOWTO CONTINUE TO SUPPORT SELF

DETERMINATION FOR COMMUNITIES OF COLOR MOSTLY IN THE ABSENCE OF LEADERSHIP FROM NATIONAL

LIBERATION ORGANIZATIONS EXCEPT FOR PUERTO RICAN INDEPENDENCE WHERE THE CLASSICAL NATIONAL

LIBERATIONSOLIDARITY MODEL STILL APPLIED AT THE SAME TIME WHITE REACTIONARIES AND THEIR

ALLIES OF COLOR WERE LOOKING AT THE DEMOGRAPHICS OF CALIFORNIA AND THE LOOMING MINORITY

STATUS OF WHITE PEOPLE AND WAGING MASSIVE ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN TO MOBILIZE THE STILL MOSTLY

WHITE ELECTORATE TO ATTACK PEOPLE OF COLOR ESPECIALLY IMMIGRANTS IN 1994 WHEN



PROPOSITIONS 184 THREE STRIKES AND 187 ANTIIMMIGRANT RIGHTS WERE ON THE BALLOT HELPED

ORGANIZE CAMPAIGN WECALLED THE IMMIGRANT RIGHTS ACTION PLEDGE PROP 187 CALLED FOR

TEACHERS SOCIAL WORKERS HEALTH WORKERS AND OTHER GATEKEEPERS TO ENFORCE ITS PROVISIONS SO
WE ORGANIZED VERY SUCCESSFUL CAMPAIGN TO MOBILIZE PEOPLE TO PROMISE TO REFUSE TO DO SO
WHICH WAS SIGNIFICANT FACTOR IN EDUCATING SOMEWHITE PEOPLE AND WAS AN OVERT EXPRESSION

OF SOLIDARITY WITH IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES

IVE BEEN WORKING AS AN INDIVIDUAL SINCE THE 1999 DEMISE OF PRAIRIE FIRELFIREWORX ITS

SHORTLIVED ATTEMPT TO TRANSFORM INTO SOMETHING YOUNGERAND LOOSER LOOKING FOR OTHER WAYS
TO CONVEY THE CENTRALITY OF WHITE SUPREMACY AND THE DAMAGE IT DOES INCLUDING TO THE SOULS OF

WHITE FOLKS COMING BACK TO VERY DIFFERENT AND VERY EXCITING CWSWORKSHOP HAS BEEN

ONE WAY WRITING POETRY JOURNALISM AND FICTION IS ANOTHER
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