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FOR ALL THOSE WHOWERE INDIAN

IN FORMER LIFE

BY ANDY WHEN WHITE FEMINISTS SEE HOW WHITE PEOPLE HAVE HIS

TORICALLY OPPRESSED OTHERS AND HOWTHEY ARE COMING VERY

HE NEW AGE MOVEMENT HAS SPARKED NEW INTER CLOSE TO DESTROYING THE EARTH THEY OFTEN WANT TO DISASSO

EST IN NATIVE AMERICAN TRADITIONAL SPIRITUALITY DATE THEMSELVES FROM THEIR WHITENESS THEY DO THIS BY

AMONG EUROPEAN AMERICAN WOMENWHO CLAIM TO OPTING TO BECOME INDIAN IN THIS WAY THEY CAN ESCAPE
BE FEMINISTS INDIAN SPIRITUALITY WITH ITS RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY FOR WHITE RACISM

FOR NATURE AND THE INTERCONNECTEDNESS OF ALL OFCOURSE WHITE FEMINISTS WANT TO BECOME ONLY PART

THINGS IS OFTEN PRESENTED AS THE PANACEA FOR ALL IN LY INDIAN THEY DO NOT WANT TO BE PART OF OUR STRUGGLES

DIVIDUAL AND GLOBAL PROBLEMS NOT SURPRISINGLY MANY FOR SURVIVAL AGAINST GENOCIDE AND THEY DO NOT WANT TO

WHITE FEMINISTS SEE THE OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE GREAT FIGHT FOR TREATY RIGHTS OR AN END TO SUBSTANCE ABUSE OR

PROFIT FROM THIS NEW CRAZE THEY SELL SWEAT LODGES OR SA STERILIZATION ABUSE THEY DO NOT WANT TO DO ANYTHING THAT

CRED PIPE CEREMONIES WHICH PROMISE TO BRING INDIVIDU WOULD TARNISH THEIR ROMANTICIZED NOTIONS OF WHAT IT

AL AND GLOBAL HEALING OR THEY SELL BOOKS AND RECORDS THAT MEANS TO BE INDIAN

SUPPOSEDLY DESCRIBE INDIAN TRADITIONAL PRACTICES SO THAT MOREOVER THEY WANT TO BECOME INDIAN WITHOUT HOLD

YOU TOO CAN BE INDIAN ING THEMSELVES ACCOUNTABLE TO INDIAN COMMUNITIES IF

ON THE SURFACE IT MAY APPEAR THAT THIS NEW CRAZE IS THEY DID THEY WOULD HAVE TO LISTEN TO INDIANS TELLING

BASED ON RESPECT FOR INDIAN SPIRITUALITY IN FACT HOW THEM TO STOP CARRYING AROUND SACRED PIPES STOP DOING

EVER THE NEW AGE MOVEMENT IS PART OF VERY OLD STORY THEIR OWN SWEAT LODGES AND STOP APPROPRIATING OUR SPIR
OF WHITE RACISM AND GENOCIDE AGAINST THE INDIAN PEOPLE ITUAL PRACTICES RATHER THESE NEWAGERS SEE INDIANS AS

THE INDIAN WAYS THAT THESE WHITE NEWAGE FEMINISTS ROMANTICIZED GURUS WHO EXIST ONLY TO MEET THEIR CON
ARE PRACTICING HAVE LITTLE GROUNDING IN REALITY SUMERIST NEEDS CONSEQUENTLY THEY DO NOT UNDERSTAND

TRUE SPIRITUAL LEADERS DO NOT MAKE PROFIT FROM THEIR OUR STRUGGLES FOR SURVIVAL AND THUS THEY CAN HAVE NO GEN
TEACHINGS WHETHER IT IS THROUGH SELLING BOOKS WORK UINE UNDERSTANDING OF INDIAN SPIRITUAL PRACTICES

SHOPS SWEAT LODGES OR OTHERWISE SPIRITUAL LEADERS TEACH WHILE NEW AGERS MAY THINK THAT THEY ARE ESCAPING
THE PEOPLE BECAUSE IT IS THEIR RESPONSIBILITY TO PASS WHAT WHITE RACISM BY BECOMING INDIAN THEY ARE IN FACT CON

THEY HAVE LEARNED FROM THEIR ELDERS TO THE YOUNGER GEN TINUING THE SAME GENOCIDAL PRACTICES OF THEIR FOREBEARS

ERATIONS THEY DO NOT CHARGE FOR THEIR SERVICES THE ONE THING THAT HAS MAINTAINED THE SURVIVAL OF MDI
FURTHERMORE THE IDEA THAT AN INDIAN MEDICINE WOM AN PEOPLE THROUGH 500 YEARS OF COLONIALISM HAS BEEN THE

AN WOULD INSTRUCT WHITE WOMANTO PREACH THE TRUE SPIRITUAL BONDS THAT KEEP US TOGETHER WHEN THE COLONIZ

PATH OF INDIAN SPIRITUALITY SOUNDS MORE REMINISCENT OF ERS SAW THE STRENGTH OF OUR SPIRITUALITY THEY TRIED TO DE
EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANITY THAN TRADITIONAL INDIAN SPIRKUAL STROY INDIAN RELIGIONS BY MAKING THEM ILLEGAL THEY

ITY INDIAN RELIGIONS ARE COMMUNITYBASED NOT PROSELY FORCED INDIAN CHILDREN INTO MISSIONARY SCHOOLS AND CUT

TIZING RELIGIONS FOR THIS REASON THERE IS NO ONE INDIAN THEIR TONGUES IF THEY SPOKE THEIR NATIVE LANGUAGES SUN

RELIGION AS MANY NEWAGERS WOULD HAVE YOU BELIEVE IN DANCES WERE MADE ILLEGAL INDIAN PARTICIPATION IN THE

DIAN SPIRITUAL PRACTICES REFLECT THE NEEDS OF PARTICULAR GHOST DANCE PRECIPITATED THE WOUNDED KNEE MASSACRE

COMMUNITY INDIANS DO NOT GENERALLY BELIEVE THAT THEIR THE COLONIZERS RECOGNIZED THAT IT WAS OUR SPIRITUALITY THAT

WAY IS THE WAY AND CONSEQUENTLY THEY HAVE NO DESIRE MAINTAINED OUR SPIRIT OF RESISTANCE AND SENSE OF COMMU
TO TELL OUTSIDERS ABOUT THEIR PRACTICES ALSO CONSIDERING NITY EVEN TODAY INDIANS DO NOT HAVE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

HOW MANY INDIANS THERE ARE WHO DO NOT KNOW THE TRADI THE SUPREME COURT RECENTLY RULED THAT THE FIRST AMEND
TIONS MEDICINE WOMANWOULD BE MORE LIKELY TO LOOK MENT DOES NOT GUARANTEE OUR RIGHT TO USE PEYOTE IN SA
INTO HER OWN CULTURE AND FIND WHAT IS LIBERATING IN IT CRED CEREMONIES

HOWEVER SOME WHITE WOMENSEEM DETERMINED NOT TO MANY WHITE NEWAGERS ARE CONTINUING THIS PRACTICE OF

LOOK INTO THEIR OWN CULTURES FOR SOURCESOF STRENGTH THIS DESTROYING INDIAN SPIRITUALITY THEY HAVE THE PRIVILEGE

IS PUZZLING SINCE PRECHRISTIAN EUROPEAN CULTURES CON AND POWERTO MAKE THEMSELVES HEARD AT THE EXPENSE OF

WIN MANY OF THE SAME ELEMENTS THESE WOMENARE OSTEN NATIVE AMERICANS AND THEY TRIVIALIZE NATIVE AMERICAN

SIBLY LOOKING FOR IN NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURES THIS PRACTICES SO THAT THESE PRACTICES LOSE THEIR SPIRITUAL FORCE

PHENOMENON LEADS ME TO SUSPECT THAT THERE IS MOREIN OUR VOICES ARE SILENCED AND CONSEQUENTLY THE YOUNGER
SIDIOUS MOTIVE FOR LATCHING ONTO INDIAN SPIRITUALITY GENERATION OF INDIANS WHO ARE TRYING TO FIND THEIR WAY
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BACK TO THE OLD WAYS BECOME HOPELESSLY LOST IN THIS CLAIMED THAT INDIANS ARE NOT RESPECTING FREEDOM OF
1C

MORASS OF CONSUMERIST SPIRITUALITY SPEECH BY DEMANDING THAT WHITES STOP EXPLOITING MDI IT

THESE PRACTICES ALSO PROMOTE THE SUBORDINATION OF IN AN SPIRITUALITY BUT PROMOTION OF THIS MATERIAL IS DESTROY

DIAN WOMENTO EUROPEAN AMERICAN WOMENWEARE TOLD ING FREEDOM OF SPEECH FOR NATIVE AMERICANS BY ENSURING

THAT WE ARE GREEDY NOT TO SHARE OUR SPIRITUALITY AP THAT OUR OWNVOICES WILL NEVER BE HEARD FEMINISTS HAVE

PARENDY IT IS OUR BURDEN TO SERVICE WHITE WOMENSNEEDS ALREADY MADE CHOICES ABOUT WHAT THEY WILL PROMOTE

RATHER THAN TO SPEND TIME ORGANIZING WITHIN OUR OWN HAVENT SEEN MANY BOOKS BY RIGHTWING FUNDAMENTALIST

COMMUNITIES THEIR PERCEIVED NEED FOR WARMAND FUZZY WOMENSOLD IN FEMINIST BOOKSTORES THE ISSUE IS NOT CEN

MYSTICISM TAKES PRECEDENCE OVER OUR NEED TO SURVIVE SORSHIP THE ISSUE IS RACISM FEMINISTS MUST MAKE

THE NEWAGE MOVEMENT COMPLETELY TRIVIALIZES THE OP CHOICE TO RESPECT INDIAN POLITICAL AND SPIRITUAL AUTONO

PRESSION WE AS INDIAN WOMENFACE INDIAN WOMENARE MY OR TO PROMOTE MATERIALS THAT ARE FUNDAMENTALLY RACIST

SUDDENLY NO LONGER THE WOMENWHOARE FORCIBLY STERILIZED UNDER THE GUISE OF FREEDOM OF SPEECH

AND TESTED WITH SUCH UNSAFE DRUGS AS DEPOPROVERA WE RESPECTING THE INTEGRITY OF NATIVE PEOPLE AND THEIR

ARE NO LONGER THE WOMENWHO GENERALLY LIVE BELOW THE SPIRITUALITY DOES NOT MEAN THAT THERE CAN NEVER BE CROSS

POVERTY LEVEL AND FACE AN AVERAGE 75 PERCENT UNEMPLOY CULTURAL SHARING HOWEVER SUCH SHARING SHOULD TAKE

MENT RATE NO WERE COOL AND SPIRITUAL PLACE IN WAY THAT IS RESPECTFUL TO INDIAN PEOPLE THE

THIS TRIVIALIZATION OF OUR OPPRESSION IS COMPOUNDEDBY WAY TO BE RESPECTFUL IS FOR NONINDIANS TO BECOME IN

THE FACT THAT NOWADAYS ANYONE CAN BE INDIAN IF SHE OR HE VOLVED IN OUR POLITICAL STRUGGLES AND TO DEVELOP AN ONGO

WANTS TO ALL THAT IS REQUIRED IS THAT ONE BE INDIAN IN ING RELATIONSHIP WITH INDIAN COMMUNGTIES BASED ON TRUST

FORMER LIFE OR TAKE PART IN SWEAT LODGE OR BE MENTORED AND MUTUAL RESPECT WHENTHIS HAPPENS INDIAN PEOPLE

BY MEDICINE WOMANOR READ HOWTO BOOK MAY INVITE NONINDIAN TO TAKE PART IN CEREMONYBUT

SINCE ACCORDING TO THIS THEORY ANYONE CAN NOWBE AN IT WILL BE ON INDIAN TERMS

INDIAN THEN THE TERM INDIANS NO LONGER REFERS TO HESITATE TO SAY EVEN THIS MUCH ABOUT CROSSCULTURAL

THOSE WHOHAVE SURVIVED 500 YEARS OF COLONIZATION AND SHARING HOWEVER BECAUSE MANY WHITE PEOPLE TAKE THIS

TO MEAN THAT THEY CAN JOIN IN OUR STRUGGLES SOLELY FOR THE

TII PE RCEIZEL ITEED UET FILL PURPOSE OF BEING INVITED TO CEREMONIES IF THIS DOES NOT

STIIS
OCCUR THEY FEEL THAT INDIANS HAVE SOMEHOWUNFAIRLY WITH

ZV LU 11U FEEIE
HELD SPIRITUAL TEACHINGS FROM THEM WE ARE EXPECTED TO

UT IF 11 CL EL II PAY THE PRICE IN
SPIRITUAL EXPLOITATION IN ORDER TO GAIN AL

LIES IN OUR POLITICAL STRUGGLES

GENOCIDE THIS FURTHERS THE GOALS OF WHITE SUPREMACISTS IN FACT HOWEVERWE ARE NOT OBLIGATED TO TEACH ANYONE

TO ABROGATE TREATY RIGHTS AND TAKE AWAY WHAT LITTLE WE ABOUT OUR SPIRITUALITY IT IS OUR CHOICE IF WE WANT TO SHARE

HAVE LEFT WHEN EVERYONE BECOMES INDIAN THEN IT IS WITH PEOPLE WE THINK WILL BE RESPECTFUL

EASY TO LOSE SIGHT OF THE SPECIFICITY
OF OPPRESSION FACED BY IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT FOR NONINDIANS TO BUILD RELATION

THOSE WHO ARE INDIAN IN THIS LIFE SHIPS WITH INDIAN COMMUNITIES RATHER THAN WITH SPECIFIC

THE MOST DISTURBING ASPECT ABOUT THESE RACIST PRACTICES INDIVIDUALS MANY NONINDIANS EXPRESS THEIR CONFUSION

IS THAT SOME OF THEM ARE PROMOTED IN THE NAME OF FEMI ABOUT KNOWING WHO IS AND WHO IS NOT LEGITIMATE SPIN

NISM SOMETIMES IT SEEMS THAT CANT OPEN FEMINIST PE TUAL TEACHER THE ONLY WAY FOR NONINDIANS TO KNOWWHO

NIODICAL WITHOUT SEEING ADS PROMOTING WHITE FEMINIST ARE LEGITIMATE TEACHERS IS IF THEY KNOW WHO THE COMMUN

BUSINESSESWITH LITTLE MEDICINE WHEEL DESIGNS CANT IV RESPECTS AS ITS SPIRITUAL LEADERS THIS IS PROCESS
THAT

SEEM TO GO TO FEMINIST CONFERENCE WITHOUT THE ONLY IN TAKES TIME

DIAN PRESENTER BEING THE WOMANWHO BEGINS THE CONFER UNFORTUNATELY MANY DO NOT WANT TO TAKE THIS TIME IN

ENCE WITH CEREMONY PARTICIPANTS THEN FEEL SO SPIRITUAL THEIR QUEST FOR INSTANT SPIRITUALITY AND ALAS RACISM AND

AFTER THIS OPENING THAT THEY FAIL TO NOTICE THE ABSENCE OF PROFITMAKING SEEM TO GET IN THE WAY OF SOLIDARITY BE

INDIAN WOMENAT THE REST OF THE CONFERENCE OR THE FACT TWEEN WOMEN
THAT THERE WILL BE NOBODY DISCUSSING PRESSING ISSUES IN OURSPIRITUALITY IS NOT FOR SALE

NATIVE AMERICAN COMMUNITIES ANDY SMITH CHEROKEE WOMANIS COFOUNDER OF WOMENOFALL

IF EUROPEAN AMERICANS ARE GOING TO ACT IN SOLIDARITY RED NATIONS WARN BASED IN CHICAGO ILLINOIS SHE IS ACTIVE

WITH THEIR INDIAN SISTERS THEY MUST TAKE STAND AGAINST IN THE ANTISEXUALASSAULT MOVEMENT OTHER VERSIONS OF THIS ANTI

INDIAN SPIRITUAL ABUSE FEMINIST BOOK AND RECORD STORES CIT HAVE APPEARED AS POSITION PAPER FOR THE NATIONAL WOMENS

SHOULD STOP ADVERTISING SUCH RIPOFF PRODUCTS MANY HAVE STUDIES ASSOCIATION IN WOMAN
OJ POWER AND IN SOJOURNER
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