
MY FAMILY HISTORY
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MY PATERNAL GRANDPARENTS CAME FROM RUSSIA IN THE EARLY 900S THEY WERE PART OF THE

MASSIVE WAVE OF SOUTHERN AND EASTERN EUROPEAN IMMIGRANTS OVER 25 MILLION WHO CAME TO THE

US BETWEEN 1880 AND 1914 MY GRANDPARENTS FACED BOTH RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL PERSECUTION IN

RUSSIA THEY WERE SOCIALISTS AND THEY FLED THE REPRESSION FOLLOWING THE FAILED 1905 REVOLUTION LIKE

MILLIONS OF OTHER POOR EUROPEANS THEY CAME IN THE HOLDS OF SHIPS

THEY SETTLED IN THE CROWDED TENEMENT DISTRICT OF NEW YORK CITYS LOWER EAST SIDE MY

GRANDFATHER WENT TO WORK IN SWEATSHOP OF GARMENT FACTORY JUST AS DID MILLIONS OF HIS FELLOW

COUNTRYMEN HE HELPED TO ORGANIZE UNION IN HIS FACTORY TO COMBAT THE HORRENDOUS WORKING

CONDITIONS AND MISERABLE PAY GIVEN TO IMMIGRANT GARMENT WORKERS HIS SISTERS BECAME SCHOOL

TEACHERS AND EVENTUALLY HELPED TO FOUND NEW YORK CITYS MILITANT TEACHERS UNION THE UNITED

FEDERATION OF TEACHERSAFT

HARD WORK CLOSE KNIT FAMILY AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT NETWORK EVENTUALLY PAID OFF FOR MY

GRANDFATHER BY THE TIME HE RETIRED EXHAUSTED FROM YEARS OF OVERWORK HE WAS THE OWNER OF

SMALL GARMENT FACTORY WHICH HE LEFT TO MY FATHER DURING WORLD WAR II MY FATHERS FACTORY GOT

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS FOR MANUFACTURING SOLDIERS UNIFORMS AND MY FATHER MADE LOT OF MONEY

MY FATHER ALWAYS TOLD ME THAT HE MADE HIS MONEY BECAUSE HE WORKED HARD JUST LIKE HIS

GRANDFATHER DID WELL THEY DID WORK HARD BUT THAT WASNT THE ONLY REASON THEY MADE MONEY THEY

GOT THEIR HEAD START THEIR PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT BECAUSE WHEN THEY FIRST CAME HERE THEY

IMMEDIATELY FOUND JOBS IN THE HUGE GARMENT INDUSTRY

WHY WERE THERE SO MANY JOBS IN NEW YORK CITYS GARMENT INDUSTRY IN THE EARLY 1900S

THERE WAS BOTH HUGE MARKET FOR CHEAP COTTON GARMENTS AND AN ABUNDANCE OF CHEAP COTTON BUT

WHY WAS THE COTTON SO CHEAP BECAUSE IT WAS PRODUCED BY AFRICAN AMERICAN SHARECROPPERS IN THE

SOUTH WORKING IN SEMISLAVE CONDITIONS UNDER LAND OWNERS WHO NEVER PAID THEM ENOUGH TO GET OUT

OF DEBT NEVER MIND TO SURVIVE THRIVE AND LOOK FORWARD TO BETTER FUTURE FOR THEIR CHILDREN AS MY

GRANDPARENTS DID

SO MY RACE AND MY CLASS PRIVILEGE STEM DIRECTLY FROM THE SUPEREXPLOITED AND OPPRESSED LABOR

OF AFRICAN AMERICAN PEOPLE NO LONGER SLAVES BUT NOT FREE AM PRODUCT OF THAT WHITE PRIVILEGE

MY GRAND AUNTS AS MENTIONED BEFORE WERE MILITANT UNIONISTS SO MILITANT THAT THEY CAME

BACK OUT OF RETIREMENT IN 1968 TO PARTICIPATE IN CITYWIDE TEACHERS STRIKE CALLED BY UFT PRESIDENT

ALBERT SHANKER BUT THE STRIKE WAS NOT CALLED TO IMPROVE WAGES OR WORKING CONDITIONS SHANKER

CALLED THE STRIKE IN AN EFFORT TO SMASH THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN PUERTO RICAN AMERICAN COMMUNITY

CONTROLLED SCHOOL DISTRICT IN THE COUNTRY IN OCEAN HILLBROWNSVILLE NEW YORK CITY THE TEACHERS

WERE SUCCESSFUL THEY CRUSHED THE COMMUNITY CONTROL EFFORT MY AUNTS WERE PROUD THEY HAD ACTED

AS GOOD MILITANT UNIONISTS FIGHTING FQR THEIR RIGHTS AS WORKERS AS THEY UNDERSTOOD THEM

THIS IS MY FAMILY HISTORY WHEN FIRST LEARNED OF IT WAS PARALYZED BY GUILT BUT GUILT IS

LUXURY OF THE PRIVILEGED SO DECIDED TO TRANSFORM MY GUILT INTO THIS STORY AS MODEL OF HOW

DESCENDANTS OF EUROPEAN ANCESTORS CAN BEGIN TO TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE HISTORY OF OUR FAMILYS

WHITE PRIVILEGE AND ACTIONS AS OPPRESSORS OF PEOPLE OF COLOR AS WELL AS OUR JUSTIFIED PRIDE IN THE

STRENGTH OF THEIR RESISTANCE TO OPPRESSION
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