
FORGING MOVEMENT ON SHIFTING GROUND

REFLCCTIONS ON ANTIRACISM AS CATALYST FOR GLOBAL JUSTICE ORGANIZING

BY CHRIS CRASS

ITS LIKE COMING HOME THOUGHT AS OVER 600 PEOPLE CONVERGED AT THIS YEARS NATIONAL

ORGANIZERS ALLIANCE NOA GATHERING IN SONOMA CALIFORNIA NOAS MISSION IS TO ADVANCE

PROGRESSIVE ORGANIZING FOR SOCIAL ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE AND TO SUPPORT CHALLENGE

AND NURTURE THE PEOPLE OF ALL AGES WHODO THAT WORKFROM ALL OVER THE UNITED STATES PEOPLE

ORGANIZING IN COMMUNITIES WORKPLACES CAMPUSES AND DIVERSE CONSTITUENCIES CAME TOGETHER TO

SHARE EXPERIENCES LAUGH AND CELEBRATE AND STRUGGLE OVER DIFFICULT QUESTIONS NOA WHICH WAS

STARTED IN 1992 IS MULTIRACIAL OVER HALF WOMENMULTIGENERATIONAL FAMILY POSITIVE THE CHILDCARE

ROCKED AND WORKING TO BE PROQUEER

THE THEME OF THIS YEARS BIANNUAL GATHERING WAS DANCING ON THE FAULT LINES FORGING

MOVEMENT ON SHIFTING GROUND ONE OFTHE GATHERINGS GOALS WAS TO EXPLORE THE RELATIONSHIPS

CONNECTIONS AND TENSIONS BETWEEN LOCAL AND GLOBAL ORGANIZING FOR EXAMPLE QUESTIONING HOW

STRUGGLES FOR COMMUNITY CONTROL OPPOSING GENTRIFICATION CAN BE UNDERSTOOD THROUGH GLOBAL

ANALYSIS THERE WAS ALSO FOCUS ON HOWMOMENTUMFROM THE ANTIGLOBALIZATION PROTESTS CAN

STRENGTHEN AND DEVELOP COMMUNITY ORGANIZING PROJECTS

IN ADDITION TO DISCUSSION SESSIONS THERE WERE ALSO MANY EXAMPLES OF WORKTHAT IS ACTIVELY BRINGING

LOCALGLOBAL ANALYSIS TO THE FOREFRONT THE NATIONAL NETWORKFOR IMMIGRANT AND REFUGEE RIGHTS

DEBUTED THEIR LATEST DOCUMENTARY REFUGEES OF THE GLOBAL ECONOMYWHICH EXPLORES HOWGLOBAL

ECONOMIC INEQUALITY IS DIRECTLY LINKED TO INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION AND HOWIMMIGRANT RIGHTS

STRUGGLES ARE CENTRAL TO WORKING FOR GLOBAL JUSTICE

THE MAIN QUESTION THROUGHOUT THE GATHERING WAS WHATARE BARRIERS TO FORGING MOVEMENTON

SHIFTING GROUND RESPONSES INCLUDED THE NEED TO ACTIVELY ENGAGE WITH RACE CLASS AND GENDER

POLITICS AND THE NEED FOR OPEN DIALOGUE ABOUT DIFFERENT STYLES OF ORGANIZING AND DISCUSSION OF

ENTIRELY NEW WAYS TO ORGANIZE FOR MYSELF THE QUESTION WAS WHAT ROLES CAN AS WHITE MALE

MOSTLY HETEROSEXUAL 27 YEAR OLD ORGANIZER PLAY IN BUILDING THE KIND OF MOVEMENT WANT TO BE

PART OF THERE WAS AN OVERALL AGREEMENT ABOUT THE NEED FOR ANTIRACIST MULTIRACIAL NTICAPITALIST

FEMINIST QUEER LIBERATIONIST POLITICS TO BE AT THE CORE OF THIS JUSTICE MOVEMENT

WHICH MOVES FROM THE LOCAL TO THE GLOBAL WHILE CHALLENGING THAT FALSE DICHOTOMY AND DEVELOPING

FRESH ACCOMPANYING ANALYSIS ONE OFTHE BARRIERS THAT HEARD ABOUT REPEATEDLY AT NOA IS RACISM

AND WHITE PRIVILEGE THERE WERE ALSO DISCUSSIONS ON THE RESPONSIBILITY OF WHITE RADICALS TO ENGAGE

IN ANTIRACIST WORKWITH OTHER WHITE FOLKS

ON THE FIRST DAY OF THE NOA GATHERING THERE WAS AN ANTIRACISM FOR GLOBAL JUSTICE WORKSHOP

AND AN ANTIRACIST WHITE ORGANIZING DISCUSSION GROUP THERE WERE ALSO CAUCUSES OF IMMIGRANT

COMMUNITY ORGANIZERS ORGANIZERS OF AFRICAN DESCENT LATINOA ORGANIZERS ASIAN PACIFIC

ORGANIZERS IN ADDITION TO THE JEWISH QUEER AND YOUTH CAUCUSES THE ANTIRACIST WORKBY WHITE

PEOPLE WAS GUIDED BY THE BELIEF THAT HISTORICALLY WHITE SUPREMACY HAS BEEN MAJOR BARRIER TO



RADICAL MOVEMENTBUILDING THE ANTIRACISM FOR GLOBAL JUSTICE WORKSHOP BY THE CHALLENGING

WHITE SUPREMACY COLLECTIVE LOOKED AT WHITE PRIVILEGE AND RACISM AS IT RELATES SPECIFICALLY TO THE

ANTIGLOBAL CAPITALISM ORGANIZING OF THE PAST TWOYEARS WHITE ORGANIZERS IN NOA INCLUDING DARA

SILVERMAN OF UNITED FOR FAIR ECONOMY CHERYL BROWN OF TENNESSEE INDUSTRIAL RENEWAL

NETWORK KELLY WEIGEL OF THE RURAL ORGANIZING PROJECT AND OTHERS TOOK PROACTIVE STEPS TO LEAD

WITH ANTIRACISM GROUP OF WHITE ORGANIZERS FROM VARIOUS BACKGROUNDS AND ORGANIZATIONS PUT

TOGETHER AN ANTIRACIST WHITE DISCUSSION GROUP TO LOOK AT HOWRACE ACTS AS BARRIER TO ORGANIZING

AND HOWWHITE RADICALS CAN ACT AS ALLIES TO PEOPLE OF COLOR IN THE STRUGGLE TO END WHITE SUPREMACY

ANTIRACIST ORGANIZER AND MENTOR TO MANY SHARON MARTINAS OFTHE CHALLENGING WHITE SUPREMACY

COLLECTIVE COMMENTED THAT THE ANTIRACIST WHITE DISCUSSION GROUP WHICH SHE COLLABORATED ON WAS

LIKE DREAM COME TRUE

IT WAS DREAM COMETRUE BECAUSE OF THE MANY WAYS IN WHICH RACISM HAS CONSISTENTLY UNDERMINED

SOCIAL MOVEMENTS THROUGHOUT THE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES THE ANTIRACIST WORKAT NOA IS

AIMED AT TURNING RACISM AS BARRIER INTO ANTIRACISM AS CATALYST FOR MOVEMENTBUILDING THIS IS

BY NO MEANS ARGUING THAT ANTIRACISM IS THE ONLY CONSIDERATION BARRIER OR STRUGGLE TO FACE WHILE

WORKING FOR SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION RATHER IM SUGGESTING THAT THE MORE WHITE PEOPLE FOCUS ON

DOING ANTIRACIST WORKTHE MORE SPACE OPENS UP FOR NEW POSSIBILITIES TO OVERCOME THE OTHER

BARRIERS SIMILARLY IM ARGUING THAT WHEN MEN TAKE ON ANTISEXIST STRUGGLE THE MOVEMENT

BENEFITS ADDITIONALLY WHEN HETEROSEXUALS WORKTO BECOME ALLIES IN QUEER LIBERATION AND MIDDLE

CLASS FOLKS WORKAS ALLIES TO WORKING CLASS AND POOR PEOPLE THE MOVEMENTBENEFITS HOWDOES

THE MOVEMENTBENEFLT WELL FOR ONE THE LEADERSHIP OF WOMENPEOPLE OF COLOR WORKING CLASS

AND POOR FOLKS AND QUEER FOLKS IS CORE TO WORKING FOR COLLECTIVE LIBERATION AND YOU ALL HAVE BEEN

AT THE FOREFRONT FOR MANY YEARS

IF THE IDEAS AND VISIONS LEADING MOVEMENTS COME ONLY FROM WHITE MIDDLE CLASS MALES LIKE MYSELF

THEN ORGANIZING FOR SOCIAL CHANGE WILL BE LIMITED AND NARROW WRITER AND ORGANIZER CHRIS DIXON

ADDS INSIGHT INTO THIS DYNAMIC WRITING AND IN THE SAME VEIN THE OUTCOME WILL BE LIMITED AND

NARROW THAT IS WITH IDEAS AND VISIONS CHIEFLY FROM RELATIVELY PRIVILEGED PEOPLE SOCIAL CHANGE

MAY BARELY TOUCH THE LIVES OF THE LEAST PRIVILEGED AT LEAST NOT IN ANY MEANINGFUL WAY

DOES THIS MEAN THAT FOLKS LIKE ME HAVE NO PLACE IN SOCIAL MOVEMENTS NO BUT IT MEANS THAT FOLKS

WHOARE WHITE OR MALE OR HETERO OR MIDDLEUPPER CLASS OR ALL OF THE ABOVE NEED TO BE CRITICALLY

WORKING TO RECOGNIZE THE WAYS THAT OPPRESSION AND PRIVILEGE OPERATES IN THEIRMY LIFE AND AFFECTS

THEIRMY POLITICS

FOR INSTANCE IN THE 193 OS RADICAL WORKER ORGANIZING WONTHE NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS ACT

WHICH FORMALLY RECOGNIZED THE RIGHTS OF WORKERSTO FORM UNIONS HOWEVER COMPROMISE WAS

MADE AND AGRICULTURAL AND DOMESTIC WORKERS WHOARE OVERWHELMINGLY PEOPLE OF COLOR WERE

EXCLUDED FROM THE RIGHTS GRANTED BY THE ACT WAS THIS ACT OF 1935 VICTORY WOULD ARGUE

THAT IT WAS WAS IT ALSO SIGNIFICANT SETBACK IN WINNING RIGHTS FOR WORKING PEOPLE AND FURTHERING

OF RACISM IN THE UNITED STATES YES WERE THERE WORKERS OF COLOR AND ANTIRACIST WHITE WORKERS

FIGHTING TO GET UNION RECOGNITION FOR ALL PEOPLE YES AND THEY ARGUED THAT THIS PARTIAL VICTORY

WOULD BE WAY FOR BOSSES TO CONTINUE TO PIT PEOPLE AGAINST EACH OTHER AND

THAT ULTIMATELY IT WEAKENED THE LABOR MOVEMENT IN THE LONG RUN BY NOMEANS IS THIS AN ARGUMENT



AGAINST REFORMS BUT RATHER CRITICAL LOOK AT HOWREFORMS IMPACT SOCIAL MOVEMENTS TIM WISE AN

AMAZING ANTIRACIST WRITER AND ORGANIZER HAS SAID THAT REFORMS CAN ACT AS ANESTHESIA OR ADRENALINE

DEPENDING ON WHOCONTROLS THE DEBATE IN THE 1930S HUNDREDS OFTHOUSANDS OF WORKERSWERE

ORGANIZING WITH THE CIO AND MILITANCY WAS HIGH BY FORMALIZING UNION RECOGNITION THROUGH THE

STATE AND LEAVING OUT HUGE SEGMENTS OF THE WORKFORCE THE BOSSES WERE ABLE TO CONTROL THE DEBATE

AND DIVIDE WORKERS HOWEVEROFFICIAL UNION RECOGNITION COULD HAVE BEEN USED AS SPRING BOARD

TO CONTINUE ORGANIZING WORKERS REGARDLESS OFWHAT THE LAWS SAID AND THUS BUILD WORKING CLASS

POWER

THIS BRINGS ME BACK TO MY CENTRAL QUESTION WHAT MY ROLE AS WHITEMALEMIDDLE CLASS

ORGANIZER WANT TO EMPHASIZE THAT THIS IS WHERE IM AT IN THINKING ABOUT MY PERSONAL ROLE

HAVE WAY MOREQUESTIONS THAN ANSWERS WHICH IS HOW THINK IT SHOULD BE MY ROLE AS CURRENTLY

SEE IT IS TO ACT IN SOLIDARITY WITH WOMENQUEER FOLKS WORKING CLASS AND POOR PEOPLE PEOPLE OF

COLOR TO STRUGGLE FOR COLLECTIVE LIBERATION OF ALL OF OUR LIVES DOES THAT MEAN THAT THINK NEED TO

GO ORGANIZE IN COMMUNITIES OF COLOR NO BUT HAVE MUCHTO LEARN FROM ORGANIZING COMING FROM

COMMUNITIES OF COLOR DOES THIS MEAN WE ALL WORKTOGETHER THINK THAT ALLIANCES AND

RELATIONSHIPS THAT BRIDGE DIFFERENCES ARE CRITICAL NECESSARY AND POTENTIALLY REVOLUTIONARY BUT ALSO

THINK THAT NEED TO ORGANIZE AND WORKWITH PEOPLE FROM MY COMMUNITIES MOSTLY WHITE MOSTLY

MIDDLE CLASS WHY

THE MOREWORKBEING DONE IN MIDDLE CLASS WHITE COMMUNITIES TO CHALLENGE WHITE SUPREMACY

PATRIARCHY HETEROSEXISM AND CAPITALISM THE MOREPOWER AND SPACE EXISTS FOR THOSE COMMUNITIES

MOST NEGATIVELY IMPACTED BY THESE SYSTEMS OF POWER AM SAYING THAT WHITE MIDDLE CLASS PEOPLE

WILL THEN CREATE POWERFOR COMMUNITIES OF COLOR NO IM SAYING THAT COMMUNITIES OF COLOR HAVE

HISTORICALLY GENERATED BOTH RESISTANCE AND POWER BUT THAT SELFDETERMINATION HAS BEEN PUSHED

DOWN AND CRUSHED BY THE STATE WITH THE MAJORITY OF WHITE PEOPLE EITHER LOOKING THE OTHER WAY

BEING SUPPORTIVE OFTHE STATE FROM THE SIDELINES ACTIVELY PARTICIPATING IN REPRESSION OR BEING

COMPLETELY UNAWARE OFWHATS HAPPENING ALL OFWHICH KEEP THE WHEELS OF WHITE SUPREMACY

TURNING WORKING WITH WHITE PEOPLE TO CONNECT THEIRMY OWN LIBERATION TO ANTIRACIST STRUGGLE IS

KEY WANT TO BE ACCOUNTABLE TO BOTH PEOPLE OF COLOR AND TO WHITE PEOPLE

DO THINK THAT HAVE ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS OF HOWTO MAKE SOCIAL CHANGE AND BUILD

MOVEMENTS FOR GLOBAL JUSTICE NO BUT BEING AT THE NATIONAL ORGANIZERS ALLIANCE GATHERING WAS

REMINDED OF HOWPOWERFUL AND SATISFYING IT IS TO ASK THESE QUESTIONS NOT WITH THE EXPECTATION OF

FINDING THE ANSWERS BUT TO LEARN THROUGH DIALOGUE AND EXCHANGE OF EXPERIENCES AND TO

EXPERIMENT WITH APPLYING KNOWLEDGE GAINED THROUGH THEORY PRACTICE AND REFLECTION IT IS THROUGH

ENGAGING IN THEORY PRACTICE AND REFLECTION THAT ANTIRACIST ANALYSIS IS DEVELOPED

THOUGHTS ON HOWWHITE PRIVILEGE IMPACTS ORGANIZING FOR SOCIAL CHANGE

IN THINKING ABOUT MY ROLE AND PLACE IN ORGANIZING FOR SOCIAL CHANGE THERE ARE MANY USEFIIL

CONCEPTS AND IDEAS THAT HAVE HELPED GUIDE ME LOOKING AT HOWUNIVERSALIZING WHITE EXPERIENCE

CAN INFLUENCE ACTIVISM AND LEAD TO THE DERACIALIZATION OF ISSUES HAVE BEEN INSTRUMENTAL TO

DEVELOPING ANTIRACIST POLITICS AND PRACTICE



UNIVERSALIZING WHITE EXPERIENCE

GREW UP BELIEVING THAT WHITE PEOPLE WHERE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL OFTHE GOODTHINGS IN LIFE ON

TELEVISION IN THE NEWSPAPERS IN THE TEXTBOOKS AT SCHOOL EVERYWHERE LOOKED SAWWHITE PEOPLE

OCCUPYING POSITIONS OF RESPECTABILITY AND POWER THERE WERE SOME EXCEPTIONS TO THIS MY THIRD

GRADE TEACHER WAS AFRICAN AMERICAN AND THE COSBY SHOW BROUGHT BLACK PEOPLE INTO MY HOUSE

EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT FOR MANY YEARS THERE WERE ALSO MANY PEOPLE AROUND ME WHILE WAS

GROWING UP WHOWERE NOT WHITE HAD LOTS OFFRIENDS IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WHOWERE LATINOA

HOWEVER WHEN STUDIED PEOPLE WHOHAD CONTRIBUTED TO SOCIETY MOST LIKELY THEY WERE WHITE

FROM INVENTORS TO PRESIDENTS FROM AUTHORS AND POETS TO POLICEMEN AND SCIENTISTS GREW UP WITH

MINDSET OF THIS BEING WHITE SOCIETY WITH SOME FOLKS OF COLOR HERE AND THERE WHOWERE JUST

WHITE PEOPLE WITH DIFFERENT COLORED SKIN

WHAT DO MEAN BY THAT MEAN THAT DID NOT LEARN ABOUT OTHER PEOPLES CULTURES LANGUAGES

HISTORIES MOST SIGNIFICANTLY IN WHITE SUPREMACIST SOCIETY DID NOT LEARN ABOUT THE HISTORIES OF

RACIAL OPPRESSION AND RESISTANCE AND HOWTHAT IMPACTS THE REALITY THAT WE LIVE IN IT WAS AS IF

EVERYONE WHOLIVED IN THE US TRACED THEIR HISTORIES BACK TO THE MAYFLOWER

SO WENT THROUGHLIFE THINKING THAT MY EXPERIENCE AS WHITE PERSON WAS THE UNIVERSAL EXPERIENCE

OF ALL PEOPLE THIS IS AN IMPORTANT ASPECT OF INTERNALIZED SUPERIORITY IF ALL PEOPLE EXPERIENCE

REALITY AS WHITE FOLKS DO THEN IF THERE ARE DISPROPORTIONATE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE OF COLOR LIVING IN

POVERTY THEN IT CAN ONLY MEAN THAT THOSE FOLKS HAVE THEMSELVES TO BLAME GROWING UP WITH THIS

MINDSET IT BECAME LOGICAL TO HAVE IDEAS LIKE MEXICANS ARE JUST LAZY BLACK FOLKS ARE JUST

CRIMINALS THE UNDERLYING LOGIC OF RACIST SOCIAL POLICY WAS SOCIALIZED INTO ME WITHOUT ANYONE

EVER SPEAKING WORDDIRECTLY ABOUT IT

AS BECAME POLITICALLY ACTIVE IN HIGH SCHOOL MY UNDERSTANDING OF RACISM CAN BEST BE SUMMARIZED

BY TSHIRT THAT USED TO WEAR LOVE SEES NO COLOR DIDNT SEE PEOPLE AS BLACK LATINOA

ASIAN AMERICAN THEY WERE ALL JUST PEOPLE OR SO SAID TO MYSELF TRYING HARD TO PRETEND THAT

ACTUALLY DIDNT NOTICE WHAT COLOR PEOPLE WERE NOW COLORBLIND WORIDVIEW COMBINED WITH

UNIVERSALIZING WHITE EXPERIENCE MEANT THAT ACTED LIKE EVERYONE WAS JUST WHITE NEVER ONCE

THOUGHT OF IT LIKE THAT BUT IT IS RESULT NOT INTENT THAT HELP US UNDERSTAND HOWPOWER OPERATES

BEING WHITE AND OPERATING FROM COLORBLIND PERSPECTIVE REINFORCES RACISM

HOWDID THIS MANIFEST FIRST THOUGHT OF RACISM ONLY IN TERMS OF INDIVIDUAL BEHAVIOR FOR

EXAMPLE THERE WAS SHORTLIVED GANG AT MY SCHOOL CALLED PAGAN PEOPLE AGAINST GAYS AND

NIG QUICKLY CHANGED TO NIPS WHEN CONFRONTED BY SOME BLACK FOLKS AT THE SCHOOL THIS WAS THE

RACISM THAT SAW ON CAMPUS DIDNT NOTICE THAT EVERY ASSIGNED BOOK THAT READ IN

FOUR YEARS OFENGLISH CLASSES WAS WRITTEN BY WHITE PEOPLE DIDNT THINK ABOUT THE FACT THAT

LATINOAS WHOSPOKE ENGLISH AS SECOND LANGUAGE ABOUT ONE THIRD OF THE SCHOOL WERE IN

UNDERFLINDED PROGRAMS AND IGNORED ON CAMPUS IN THE NEWSPAPER WHICH WORKED ON AND IN THE

ANNUAL AND SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

THE FIRST REAL CHALLENGES TO MY UNDERSTANDING OF RACISM CAME FROM FRIENDS OF MINE WHOWERE FOLKS

OF COLOR MY FRIEND DANIEL WAS LATINO BUT DIDNT THINK OF HIM LIKE THAT WHICH WAS THE PROBLEM



HE BUSTED OUT ONE DAY AND TALKED ABOUT HOWHE HAD SPENT HIS ENTIRE LIFE TRYING TO FIT IN HE TALKED

ABOUT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND HOWHIS WHITE FRIENDS WOULD SAY WE DONT THINK OF YOU AS MEXICAN

OR YOURE NOT LIKE THOSE MEXICANS YOURE ONE OF US HE TOLD ME ABOUT HOWHARD HE TRIED TO BE

ONE OF US AND HOW MUCH SHAME AND GUILT HE FELT FOR BEING MEXICAN ANOTHER FRIEND OF MINE

LUCY WHOIS IRANIAN TOLD ME ABOUT THE EXPERIENCE HER FAMILY HAD WHENTHEY FIRST MOVED

TO THE UNITED STATES IT WAS DURING THE IRAN HOSTAGE CRISIS AND THEY WERE LIVING IN MOSTLY WHITE

SUBURB BRICK WAS THROWN THROUGHTHEIR WINDOW ALONG WITH SCREAM OFGOHOME THE ONLY

BLACK FAMILY IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD OPENED THEIR HOME UP TO PROVIDE SAFETY FOR HER FAMILY THE ACT

MAY HAVE BEEN INDIVIDUAL BUT THE POPULAR IMAGE OF ARABMIDDLE EASTERNER AS TERRORIST AND

CRIMINAL IS SOCIAL

THE MAJOR CHALLENGE TO MY UNIVERSALIZING OF WHITE EXPERIENCE TO MY UNCONSCIOUS THOUGHT THAT

EVERYONE EXPERIENCED REALITY AS DID CAME FROM MY FRIEND JONATHAN MET HIM AT PARTY AT HIS

HOUSE OUR FIRST CONVERSATION REVOLVED AROUND POSTER ON HIS WALL WHICH HAD BEEN STARING AT

FOR LONG TIME THE POSTER WAS OF TWELVE IMPORTANT LEADERS IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY COULD

RECOGNIZE TWOOFTHEM MARTIN LUTHER KING JR AND MALCOLM KNEW VERY LITTLE ABOUT EITHER OF

THEM JONATHAN CAME OVER AND ASKED HIM WHOTHESE PEOPLE WERE HE THREW OUT NAMES

HARRIET TUBMAN MARCUS GARVEY MARTIN DELANY FREDERICK DOUGLAS WEB DUBOIS MARY

MCLEOD BETHUNE SOJOURNER TRUTH HAD NO IDEA WHAT HE WASTALKING ABOUT BUT WAS FASCINATED

AND WANTED TO MEMORIZE THEIR NAMES JONATHAN MY FIRST FRIEND WHOSBLACK AND QUICKLY BECAME

CLOSE

FEW MONTHS LATER THE RODNEY KING VERDICT WAS ANNOUNCED AND SHORTLY THEREAFTER LOS ANGELES

WAS ON FIRE HAD JUST FINISHED READING WEBDU BOISS THE SOULS OF BLACK FOLK THAT MORNING

THE FIRST BOOKBY PERSON OF COLOR THAT HAD EVER KNOWINGLY READ WAS FULL OF RAGE AND

SADNESS WHEN HEARD THE VERDICT WANTED TO JOIN THE PROTEST AT THE PARKER CENTER POLICE STATION

IN LA COULDNT FULLY ARTICULATE WHY WAS ENRAGED MY MIND WAS SPINNING WITH SO MANY

THOUGHTS AND IMAGES THAT NIGHT GROUP OF FRIENDS GATHERED TOGETHER AT MY HOUSE AND WETALKED

JONATHAN STARTED SCHOOLING US WHITE KIDS HE SAID THAT HE NEEDED US TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IT

WAS LIKE FOR HIM HE TOLD US ABOUT THE TIME THAT HE WAS ON HIS WAY TO SCHOOL WHICH WAS MOSTLY

WHITE HE WAS WALKING ONTO CAMPUS WHEN HE WAS STOPPED BY THE POLICE HE WAS SEARCHED AND

THEY MADE HIM PROVETHAT HE WENT TO THE SCHOOL WAS BEGINNING TO MAKE THE CONNECTIONS FROM

THE POLICE THINKING HIM SUSPECT TO MY LACK OF KNOWLEDGE ABOUT AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY TO THE

RAGE IN LA AFTER THE VERDICT KNEW ALMOST NOTHING ABOUT BLACK HISTORY YET MY MIND WAS

INUNDATED BY IMAGES OFBLACK CRIMINALS FROM THE MEDIA MY MIND WAS SPLIT BETWEEN BUT

JONATHAN YOURE NOT LIKE OTHER BLACK PEOPLE YOURE ONE OF US AND SERIOUS CONFUSION WENT WITH

SERIOUS CONFUSION AND DECIDED THAT IT WASNT ABOUT MEMORIZING NAMES OFBLACK LEADERS ON THAT

POSTER BUT RATHER IT WAS ABOUT UNDERSTANDING THE MOVEMENTS AND THE HISTORIES IN WHICH THEY

PLAYED IMPORTANT ROLES

JONATHAN GAVE ME LANGSTON HUGHESS BOOK SIMPLES UNCLE SAM SHORTLY AFTER THE EXPLOSION OF

RAGE IN LA IN THE INSCRIPTION HE WROTE QUOTE FROM MARTIN LUTHER KING JR IF YOU CANT FLY

RUN IF YOU CANT RUN WALK IF YOU CANT WALK CRAWL BUT BY ALL MEANS KEEP MOVING HAD TO

LEARN THESE HISTORIES MYSELF IT WAS NOT JONATHANS ROLE TO EDUCATE ME ABOUT ALL THAT IT MEANS TO BE

BLACK IT WAS MY RESPONSIBILITY TO SEEK KNOWLEDGE WANT TO BE CLEAR ABOUT WHAT THIS MEANS IT IS



NOT THE RESPONSIBILITY OF PEOPLE OF COLOR TO EDUCATE WHITE PEOPLE IF AND WHEN FOLKS OFCOLOR

SCHOOL WHITE PEOPLE IT SHOULD BE ON TERMS SET BY PEOPLE OF COLOR AND ALL THE WHILE WHITE PEOPLE

MUST ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT PEOPLE OF COLOR DID NOT SET THE TERMS OF WHITE SUPREMACY ULTIMATELY

WHITE FOLKS NEED TO TAKE UP THE WORKAS THEIRMY OWNAS IF THEIRMY LIBERATION DEPENDED ON IT

CUZ IT DOES

DERACIALIZATION

UNIVERSALIZING WHITE EXPERIENCE PLAYS SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN HOWWHITE ACTIVISM OPERATES IT IMPACTS

HOWSTRATEGIES ARE DEVELOPED GOALS ARE SET TACTICS DECIDED UPON AND THE WAY ISSUES ARE TALKED

ABOUT THE FIRST TIME THAT HEARD THIS CONCEPT WAS DURING WORKSHOP LEAD BY ORGANIZERS OF

CRITICAL RESISTANCE EAST CRITICAL RESISTANCE WAS CONFERENCE HELD IN THE BAY AREA IN 1998 OVER

3000 PEOPLE CAINE TOGETHER TO CRITICALLY EXAMINE DISCUSS AND TAKE ACTION AGAINST THE PRISON

INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX PLC THE PIG INCLUDES THE PRISONS THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM THE POLICE

THE LEGAL SYSTEM AND HOWLAWS ARE CREATED THE PIG ALSO INVOLVES RACIAL PROFILING AND THE

ENORMOUS IMPACT INCARCERATION HAS ON LOWINCOME COMMUNITIES PARTICULARLY COMMUNITIES OF

COLOR OUT OFTHE CONFERENCE IN 98 WORKING GROUPS WERE FORMED TO ORGANIZE AGAINST THE PRISON

INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX FROM THERE SIMILAR CONFERENCE WAS ORGANIZED ON THE EAST COAST THERE IS

CURRENTLY ORGANIZING UNDERWAY FOR CRITICAL RESISTANCE SOUTH CONFERENCE

AT THIS WORKSHOP ABOUT THE UPCOMING CRITICAL RESISTANCE EAST CONFERENCE THE TERM

DERACIALIZATION WAS USED IN RELATIONSHIP TO ANTIPRISON ORGANIZING THE CONCEPT IS CERTAINLY NOT

LIMITED TO FIGHTING THE PIG ITS JUST THAT SOME OF THE MOST PATHBREAKING ANTIRACIST WORKAMONGST

WHITE FOLKS IS BEING DONE BY WHITE MOSTLY QUEER ANTIPRISON ACTIVISTS WITH THAT SAID

DERACIALIZATION IMPACTS EVERY ISSUE THAT CAN THINK OF

THE PRISON SYSTEM IN THE UNITED STATES IS ENORMOUS THE US LOCKS UP MOREPEOPLE THAN ANY OTHER

COUNTRY ON THE PLANET WHILE THERE HAS BEEN IMPORTANT WORKAROUND THESE ISSUES FOR DECADES

PRISON ACTIVISM HAS GROWNDRAMATICALLY SINCE THE FIRST CRITICAL RESISTANCE CR CONFERENCE WHICH

BRINGS US BACK TO THIS TERM DERACIALIZATION TO DERACIALIZE AN ISSUE TO LOOK AT SITUATION WITHOUT

AN ANALYSIS OFRACE AND RACISM THE WORKSHOP THAT WAS AT WAS ABOUT THE UPCOMING CR EAST

CONFERENCE AND IT WASBEING PRESENTED TO MOSTLY WHITE AUDIENCE THE ORGANIZERS OF THE CR EAST

CONFERENCE TALKED ABOUT THE RECENT INFLUX OF WHITE ACTIVISTS INTO ANTIPRISON WORK THEY SAID THAT

WHILE IT WAS GOOD THAT MORE WHITE PEOPLE WERE ORGANIZING AROUND PRISON ISSUES IT WAS ALSO CAUSE

FOR CONCERN THE CONCERN BEING THAT IF WHITE PEOPLE START WORKING ON PRISON ISSUES THE ISSUES

COULD BE DERACIALIZED FOR EXAMPLE WHITE ACTIVISTS MIGHT ORGANIZE AROUND THE WAYS THAT

CORPORATE POWER IS BENEFITTING FROM PRISONS AND HOWPRISON LABOR IS BEING EXPLOITED BY

CORPORATIONS CERTAINLY THESE ARE IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF THE PIG BUT CORPORATE POWERIS ONLY PART

OF THE STORY IT IS CRITICAL TO ANALYZE PRISONS IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT THE MODEM PRISON SYSTEM GREW

SIGNIFICANTLY AFTER THE CIVIL WAR WHILE THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION SANCTIONED THE ENDING OF

SLAVERY IN SOUTHERN STATES LOYAL TO THE CONFEDERACY IT WAS ACTUALLY AFRICAN SLAVES THEMSELVES WHO

ENDED THE CHATTEL SLAVERY SYSTEM THE LARGEST GENERAL STRIKE IN UNITED STATES HISTORY TOOK PLACE AS

HUNDREDS OFTHOUSANDS OF FORMER SLAVES ABANDONED THE PLANTATIONS FURTHERMORE AFRICAN SOLDIERS

IN THE UNION ARMY MARCHED THROUGH THE STATES EXCLUDED FROM THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION AND

BROUGHT LIBERATION WITH THEM THIS WAS THE BEGINNING OFRECONSTRUCTION PERIOD OF TIME IN WHICH



BLACK FOLKS WERE NOT ONLY ON THE MOVE BUT TAKING HOLD OF POWERIN SOCIETY SEE VINCENT

HARDINGS THERE IS RIVER THE BLACK STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM IN AMERICA THE GROWING PRISON

SYSTEM BACKED UP BY WHAT BECAME KNOWN AS JIM CROW LAWS WERE DIRECTLY INTENDED TO CONTAIN

AND UNDERMINE THE BLACK FREEDOM STRUGGLE IT IS NOT COINCIDENCE THAT THE 15TH AMENDMENT ENDS

SLAVERY EXCEPT AS PUNISHMENT FOR CRIME

THUS THE PRISON SYSTEM AND THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM HAVE PLAYED KEY ROLES IN MAINTAINING NOT

ONLY CAPITALISM BUT ALSO THE RACIAL OPPRESSION THAT CAPITALISM WAS BUILT UPON IN THE UNITED STATES

THIS WAS NOT JUST THE CASE IN THE SOUTH BUT THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY WHAT THIS HISTORY SHOWS IS

THAT IT IS MISNOMER TO SAY THAT RACISM EXISTS IN THE PRISON SYSTEM OR THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

RATHER THEY WERE BOTH DEVELOPED TO MAINTAIN WHITE SUPREMACY AND CAPITALISM

IN SHORT TALKING ABOUT PRISONS MEANSTALKING ABOUT RACISM THE CONCERNABOUT WHITE ACTIVISTS

COMING IN IS THAT THE COMMUNITIES MOST IMPACTED BY THE PRISON SYSTEM WILL NO LONGER BE THE ONES

FRAMING THE ISSUES AND PUTTING RACE FRONT AND CENTER THIS IS COMPOUNDEDBY THE FACT THAT MEDIA IS

MORE LIKELY TO COVER AN ACTION BY WHITE GROUPS THAN ONE ORGANIZED BY GROUPS LEAD BY PEOPLE OF

COLOR THE SOLUTION IS NOT FOR WHITE ACTIVISTS AND ORGANIZERS TO STOP WORKING ON PRISON ISSUES BUT

RATHER FOR WHITE ACTIVISTS TO SHOWRESPECT FOR ORGANIZING IN COMMUNITIES OF COLOR AROUND THESE

ISSUES RESPECT IS WORDTHAT MEANSMANY THINGS BUT IN THIS CONTEXT IT MEANS LOOKING AT THE

ORGANIZING ALREADY HAPPENING LISTENING TO HOWTHE ISSUES ARE BEING TALKED ABOUT AND LEARNING WHAT

THE STRATEGIES ARE IT ISNT ABOUT UNCRITICALLY ACCEPTING WHAT SOMEONE SAYS BECAUSE THE PERSON

OF COLOR AND IT ISNT ABOUT IF YOU ARE WHITE FOLK NOT DEVELOPING ONE OWNANALYSIS ITS ABOUT

ENGAGING IN STRUGGLE THAT IS COMING FROM AND BEING LEAD BY PEOPLE OF COLOR AND RESPECTING THAT

BY LISTENING LEARNING AND GETTING INVOLVED WHITE FOLKS CERTAINLY NEED TO DEVELOP THEIR OWN

LEADERSHIP IN TALKING ABOUT AND ORGANIZING AROUND THESE ISSUES PARTICULARLY TALKING WITH OTHER

WHITE FOLKS

CHALLENGING DERACIALIZATION DOESNT MEAN THROWING IN THE WORDRACISM WHEREVER POSSIBLE BUT

RATHER HAVING AN UNDERSTANDING OF HOWRACISM SHAPES THE ISSUE SO THAT IT SHAPES THE WAY YOU TALK

ABOUT IT FOR EXAMPLE IF ONLY TALK ABOUT THE PRIVATIZATION OFPRISONS AS THE ISSUE THEN IT WOULD

SOUND LIKE JUST WANT THE STATE TO CONTINUE RUNNING PRISONS BUT IF TALK ABOUT PRIVATIZATION IN THE

CONTEXT OF CORPORATIONS GETTING RICH OFF OF PRISON SYSTEM THAT DISPROPORTIONATELY LOCKS UP YOUTH

OF COLOR WHILE THE EDUCATION SYSTEM CRUMBLES THEN ITS DIFFERENT PICTURE HOWISSUES ARE TALKED

ABOUT ALSO IMPACTS THE WAYS THAT ALLIES IN THAT STRUGGLE ARE SEEN OR NOT SEEN IF FOCUS EXCLUSIVELY

ON PRIVATIZATION AND CORPORATIONS WHAT OTHER GROUPS COME TO MIND WHOFIGHT AROUND THESE

ISSUES IF YOU THINK ABOUT PRIVATIZATION CORPORATIONS EDUCATION PUBLIC SCHOOLS YOUTH RACIAL

JUSTICE AND SOCIAL INEQUALITY WHAT GROUPS COME TO MIND THERE ARE MANY OTHER ASPECTS OF WHITE

PRIVILEGE AND ITS IMPACT ON SOCIAL CHANGE ORGANIZING BUT UNIVERSALIZING WHITE EXPERIENCE AND

DERACIALIZATION ARE CONCEPTS THAT IVE BEEN TRYING TO UNDERSTAND FOR WHILE EACH REPRESENTS BOTH

THE BARRIERS TO MOVEMENTBUILDING AND ALSO THE WAYS THAT ANTIRACISM CAN ACT AS CATALYST FOR

BUILDING THE ANTIRACIST MULTIRACIAL FEMINIST QUEER LIBERATIONIST AND ANTICAPITALIST MOVEMENTS THAT

WE NEED TO CREATE RADICAL SOCIAL CHANGE

AS THE NATIONAL ORGANIZERS ALLIANCE GATHERING WAS TITLED WE ARE DANCING ON THE FAULT LINES

FORGING MOVEMENT ON SHIFTING GROUND AS ENGAGE IN THESE QUESTIONS ABOUT WORKING FOR SOCIAL



CHANGE AND MY ROLE AM COMFORTED KNOWING THAT AM PART OF MOVEMENTFOR COLLECTIVE

LIBERATION AS RADICAL EDUCATOR PAULO FREIRE SAYS WEMAKE THE ROAD BY WALKING

MOVEMENTBUILDING THROUGH MADPROPS

PART OF BUILDING MOVEMENTS FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE IS RECOGNIZING THE AMAZING WORKGOING ON AROUND US

AND GIVING IT THE RESPECT THAT IT DESERVES

NATIONAL ORGANIZERS ALLIANCE WWWNOACENTRALORG

NATIONAL NETWORKFOR IMMIGRANT AND REFUGEE RIGHTS WWWMURRORG

310 8TH ST SUITE 307 OAKLAND CALIFORNIA WRITE TO GET COPY OF THEIR NEW DOCUMENTARY ON

GLOBALIZATION AND IMMIGRATION AND GET INFORMATION ABOUT BRIDGE BUILDING RACE AND

IMMIGRATION DIALOGUE IN THE GLOBAL ERA

CRITICAL RESISTANCE

FIND OUT MOREABOUT ORGANIZING AGAINST THE PRISON INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX YOU CAN ALSO SEND

MESSAGE TO CRITICAL RESISTANCE EAST AND THANK THE ORGANIZERS FOR PUTTING OUT AWESOMEANTIRACIST

ANALYSIS LIKE THE CONCEPT DERACIALIZATION

PEOPLES INSTITUTE

P1 HAVE BEEN DOING ANTIRACISM AND

COMMUNITY ORGANIZING WORKSHOPS FOR OVER 20 YEARS THEY ARE LOCATED IN NEWORLEANS AND HAVE

BRANCHES IN MINNESOTA AND OAKLAND THE PEOPLES INSTITUTE IS MULTIRACIAL TRAINING GROUP AND

THEY DO WORKSHOPS ACROSS THE COUNTRY

THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS ARE MOSTLY OR ENTIRELY WHITE

UNITED FOR FAIR ECONOMY WWWUFENETORG

UFE HAS BEEN DOING EXCELLENT POPULAR ECONOMICS WORKSHOPS AND TRAININGS ALL ACROSS THE COUNTRY

TO DEVELOP ECONOMIC LITERACY SO WE CAN FIGHT GLOBAL CAPITALISM CONTACT THEM ABOUT WORKSHOPS IN

YOUR AREA THEY ARE LOCATED IN BOSTON MASSACHUSETTS

CALL TO ACTION WWCALLTOACTIONORG

CTA IS GROUP OF ACTIVISTS WHOTRAVEL ACROSS THE COUNTRY WORKING WITH CAMPUS AND COMMUNITY

GROUPS THEY DO WORKSHOPS ON ANTIRACISM CONSENSUS DECISION MAKING MEDIA SKILLS AND DIRECT

ACTION CONTACT THEM ABOUT WORKSHOPS IN YOUR AREA THEY ARE LOCATED IN PRESCOTT ARIZONA

TOOLS FOR CHANGE

MARGO ADAIR AND WILLIAM AAL HAVE BEEN DOING ANTIRACISM ANTI TRAININGS ALL OVER THE

COUNTRY THEY WORKWITH INDIVIDUAL ORGANIZATIONS AND ALSO DO WORKON ALLIANCE BUILDING AND

INTERNAL TRANSFORMATION OFORGANIZATIONS THEY ARE LOCATED IN SEATTLE WASHINGTON

CHALLENGING WHITE SUPREMACY JO CIR

CWS IS GROUP OF ANTIRACIST ORGANIZERS AND TRAINERS DOING WORKSHOPS IN SAN FRANCISCO AND

AROUND THE COUNTRY



SPECIAL THANKS TO CLARE BAYARD CHRIS DIXON AND SHARON MARTINAS FOR CRITICAL FEEDBACK AND

EDITING

THROUGHOUTTHIS ESSAY ASK QUESTIONS AND RESPOND TO THEM THESE ARE MOSTLY QUESTIONS THAT

ASK MYSELF ANDOR THAT WHITE RADICALS HAVE ASKED ME

HAVE BEEN EXPERIMENTING WITH THE USE OF WORDS LIKE YOU WEUS THEIR OURS MY IN

RELATIONSHIP TO WHO IS INCLUDED AND EXCLUDED WHEN THESE WORDS ARE USED THE AUDIENCE THAT

ENVISION WRITING TO IN THESE ESSAYS IS THE MOSTLY WHITE PROGRESSIVERADICAL STUDENTYOUTHWORKING

HARD FOR LITTLE PAY ORGANIZERACTIVISTS OF THE BROADER MOVEMENTS FOR JUSTICE IN THE UNITED

STATES AND CANADA IT IS NOT THAT THIS ESSAY IS INTENDED FOR THOSE AUDIENCES ONLY BUT THAT THOSE ARE

THE PEOPLE WITH WHOM WORKWITH AND ORGANIZE WITH THINKING ABOUT THESE ISSUES OFLANGUAGE

AND INCLUSIONEXCLUSION COMES FROM CRITIQUE OF MY COMRADENISHA ANAND

COLLECTIVE LIBERATION ON MY MIND IS RECENTLY RELEASED 64P COLLECTION OF ESSAYS BY CHRIS CRASS

AND IS AVAILABLE BY WRITING TO INFOKERSPLEBEDEBCOM
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